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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, CHARLES B. CURTIS, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Ban-
gor, in the county of Penobscot and State of
Maine, have invented a new and useful Im-
provement in Mop-Heads; and I do hereby
declare that the following is afull, clear, and
exact description of the invention, which will
enable others skilled in the art to which it
appertains to make and use the same.

My invention relates to an improved mop-
head for clamping and holding the ordinary
mog-rag as used for household purposes, and
it is illustrated in the accompanying draw-
ings, in which—

Figure 1 is an isometric view of my im-
proved mop-head attached to a handle and
showing the spring-clamp in a closed posi-

tion. Tig 2 is asimilar view of myimproved
mop-head, showing a little different shape of

the base of the head and the spring-clamp
open in position for receiving the mop-rag.
Fig. 3 is an isometric view of my improved
mop-head with rag inserted and ready for use.

Similar letters of reference refer to corre-
spondingly like parts throughout the differ-
ent figures.

The object of my invention is to produce
an improved mop-head that will be of simple
and light construction and easily and quickly
operated.

My improved mop-head consists of a D-
shaped casting A, having a straight base e
and a handle-socket C, cast upon and pro-
jecting from the center of the portion of the
casting opposite the straight side, and into
this socket C is fitted & handle D of suffi-
cient length to suit the person using the same.
The base e is preferably cast with a Jongi-
tudinal groove extending its entire length,
within which are sitnated short spurs ¢, as
shown in TFig. 1 of the drawings. A spring-
clamp B is formed by bending spring-wire to
conform to the base and ends of the casting
A and turning the remaining portion of the
wire into spiral springs % until sufficient elas-
ticity is obtained, and then inserting and se-
curing the ends of the said wire in holes
drilled in the casting A to receive them. By
this arrangement a spring-clamp is formed,
the bail portion of which passes down the
surface of the ends of the casting A and along

the base or straight side of the latter, the
springs N always keeping the bail portion of
the spring-clamp firmly pressed against the
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D-shaped casting A. A thumb-piece to raise

and operate the spring-clamp B is formed by
either twisting the center portion of the wire
previous to bending into a small loop f, as
shown in Fig. 1, or soldering on a separate
loop after the clamp is formed, as shown in
Fig. 2 of the drawings.

My improved mop-head is used in the or-
dinary way, and the mop-rag is placed therein
by raising the spring-clamp B by means of
the thumb-piece f and inserting the mop-rag
between the opening and around the base of
the D-shaped casting. Then by letting go of
the spring-clamp B it springs back in place
into position against one side of the rag and
presses the latter into the groove of the cast-
ing and against the short spurs therein, thus
firmly holding the said mop-rag against any
strain and drawing thereon while using, If
the D-shaped casting were constructed with-
out the groove and spurs above described,
the pressure of the spring-clamp B would be
sufficient to hold the mop-rag in place; but
to guard against possible withdrawing of the
rag, such as would be occasioned by catching
one end of the same in slivers in the floor or
by stepping on the said rag while using, I
think it preferable to provide them with spurs,
as shown and above described. )

The manner of removing the mop-rag is
simply the reverse of inserting thesame, and
by raising the spring-clamp and drawing upon
one end of the rag it is easily and quickly
withdrawn.

Having thus described my invention, what I

claim, and desire o secure by Letters Patent"

of the United States, is—

An improved mop-head consisting of the
D-shaped casting having ahandle-socket pro-
jecting from the portion opposite its straight
side, and a spring-wire clamp bent to conform
to the shape of the casting and having its
ends formed inspiral springs and rigidly con-
fined to the said casting, substantially as
shown, and for the purpose described.

CHARLES B. CURTIS.

Witnesses:

1. 8. FRENCH,
A. J, CHAPMAN.
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