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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE, 

JOHN B. MAHONEY, OF AFTON, MINNESOTA. 

CLAMP FOR WON - SR NGS 

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 577,964, dated. Viarch 2, 1897. 
Application filed May 12, 1896, Serial No. 591.253, (No model.) 

To all tufton, it 7) a? concern. 
Be it known that I, JOHN B. MAHONEY, of 

Afton, Washington county, Minnesota, have 
invented certain Improvements in Clamps 
for Violin-Strings, of which the following is 
a Specification. 
My invention relates to improvements in 

clamps adapted to be secured to the ordinary 
tailpiece of a violin to hold the end of the 
String; and to this end it consists in the con 
struction hereinafter more specifically de 
scribed and claimed. 

In the accompanying dra Wings, forming 
part of this specification, Figure I is a face 
view of a tailpiece for stringed instruments 
with my invention applied thereto. Fig. 2 
is a side view of the same. Fig. 3 is a par 
tial Section through the tailpiece, illustrating 
a side view of my clamp. Fig. 4 is a similar 
section taken through the clamp, and Fig. 5 
is a similar view illustrating a modified form 
of my invention. 

In the drawings, A represents the ordi 
nary tailpiece of a violin provided with the 
keyhole-slots 2, through which the strings 3 
are passed. Secured in the keyhole-opening 
is my improved clamp B. This preferably 
consists of the two spring-arms 4 and 5, hav 
ing at one end the hinged connection 6. The 
clamp is secured in place by means of the 
threaded bolt 7, its upper end being provided 
With the thumb-nut 8. The bolt 7, as shown, 
is screw-threaded through the jaw 5 and 
passes loosely through the jaw 6, so as to al 
low the closing of the jaws by the adjusting 
of the thumb-nut S. The inner faces of the 
jaw members are preferably covered with 
Suitable soft material 9, SO as to better grip 
the string. 
In the modified construction shown in Fig. 

5 the clamp members are not connected by a 
hinge, but the clamp is formed of suitable 
spring material, so that the jaw member's 
can be closed by the tightening of the thumb 
nut. 

I am aware that it is not new to provide 
the tailpiece of a stringed instrument with 
clamps to hold the ends of the strings, and I 
merely claim the specific construction de 
scribed in the foregoing specification. By 
means of my construction one or any number 
of these clamps can be quickly applied to the 
ordinary tailpiece of a violin without in any 
way altering the construction. 

I claim 
1. In combination with the tailpiece of a 

violin, the clamp secured thereto, consisting 
of two similar connected jaWS, the bolt Screw 
threaded in the lower jaw and passing loosely 
through the upper jaw, and securing the 
clamp to the tailpiece, and the thumb-nut 
threaded upon the bolt above the clamp for 
closing the jaws upon an intermediate string. 

2. In combination with the tailpiece of a 
violin, the clamp secured thereto consisting 
of two similar connected jaws, the bolt screw 
threaded in one jaw and passing loosely 
through the other, and Securing the clamp to 
the tailpiece, the thumb-nut threaded upon 
the bolt above the clamp for closing the jaws 
upon an intermediate string, and the soft 
lining upon the inner face of the jaws to pre 
vent injury to the string. 

In testimony whereof I affix my signature 
in presence of two witnesses. 

JOHN B. MATIONEY. 
Witnesses: 

H. S. JOHNSON, 
MINNIE. T. THAUWALD. 

45 

55 

7 O 

  


