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This invention relates to new. and useful im-
provements in life saving devices.

An object of the invention is to provide a sim-
ple, efficient device which can be worn within
the bathing trunks to be easily and rapidly pulled
out in an emergency to extend around-the neck
and across the front of the wearer to act as a life
preserver.

A further object is to provide an inflatable de-
vice which when not in use:can be hidden from
view within the bathing trunks.

Still another object is to provide a simple de-
vice which is economical to make and can be
placed in either its inoperative or operative po-
sition and vice versa, quickly and easily without
disturbing the position of the bathing trunks.

Further and more specific objects, features,
and advantages wiil more clearly appear from
the detailed description of the specification here-
inafter set forth especially when taken in con-
nection with the accompanying drawing which
illustrates present preferred forms which the in-
vention may assume and which from part of the
specification.

Briefly and in general terms the invention com-
prises a foldable inflatable bag provided with
means to dispose it within the bathing trunks of
a, wearer and to detachably fasten it therewithin
and further provided with means to permit it to
be pulled out quickly, applied around the neck
and extended across the front of the body and
subsequently inflated by air valve means disposed
near the mouth of the wearer when the device is
so extended.

More particularly the device itself comprises an
inflatable bag with a neck band and an inflat-
ing tube along the top edge thereof and with
snap fasteners along the bottom edge thereof,
said fasteners adapted to engage with compan-
ion fasteners on the inner front upper edge of
the bathing trunks when the bag is so disposed.
The bag can be folded along a horizontal medial
line so that it and the neck piece can be dis-
posed hidden from view behind the front wall
of the trunks when not in use. The hand of the
user can instantly reach within the trunks and
grasp the neck piece, and pull the bag to an un-
folded position from its folded condition, and
apply the neck piece around the neck at which
time the inflating tube is disposed adjacent the
mouth of the wearer.

The present preferred forms which the inven~
tion may assume are shown in the drawing, in
which,

Figure 1 is a front elevational view of the de-
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vice inflated and -as fashioned for use by men.

Figure 2 is a ‘front elevational view of the de-
vice defiated and folded to be disposed beneath
the bathing trunks when not in use.

Figure 3 is a front elevational view of the
form of the device fashioned for use by women,

Figure 4 is a front elevational view showing in
full lines the device in operative position on a
man, the dotted lines indicating the portion of
the device in inoperative position.

Figure 5 is an enlarged detail sectional view

‘onl the line$—5 of Pigure 4. -

The forms of the device shown are adapted to
provide an infiatable bag for bathers which can
be folded up and worn and disposed back of the
front of the bathing trunks or suit and detach-
ably fastened so that when it is required for use
the bather can reach within the bathing trunks,
grasp the neck piece of the device and pull it
up aund over his neck. The inflation tube is dis-
posed immediately adjacent the neck piece so
that it is instantly and physically available for
immediate inflation of the bag in a few seconds
after being unfolded to operative position.

The detailed construction of the bag in the
form adapted for use by men is shown in Fig-
ures 1, 2, 4, and 5.

The device comprises a bag 10 preferably rec-
tangular in shape and formed of two walls of
air-tight material secured together along their
edges and provided with spaced buttons I{ to
hold the walls together at several points so that
when the bag is inflated the layers will not be
expanded too greatly from each other. At the

5 top edge of the bag is provided a strap {2 form-

ing a connection to extend around the neck of
the wearer. Along the upper edge of the bag and
preferably near one end of the neck strap is an
inflation tube 18 so that when the device is in
unfolded cperative position this tube is within
reach of the mouth of the wearer for blowing
thereinto to effect inflation of the bag #0.

Along the lower front portion of the bag are
disposed a plurality of snap fastener elements {4
which are adapted to cooperate with companion
fastener elements {5 on the inner upper edge of
the bathing trunks 16.

The device is adapted to be folded along a
medial line as shown in Figure 2 and placed with-
in the trunks {6 and held therein by the engage-
ment of the snap fastener elements {4 and (5.
In this position it is clear that in an emergency,
when it is desired to use the device it is only
necessary for the wearer to reach into the trunks,

55 geize the neck piece 12 and pull it up over and
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around his neck., This operation will unfold the
device and immediately place the inflation tube
13 near his mouth whereupon it can be instantly
inflated.

In the folded position within the trunks it will
be perceived that the neck piece and the one fold
of the bag will lie against the body of the wearer
and the other fold will lie against the trunks and
that the withdrawal of the device will by a mere
pull upward on the neck piece cause the simple
unfolding of the sections of the bag without nec-
essarily disengaging the snap fasteners.

In the form of the invention shown in Figure
3 the device is substantially the same as that
heretofore described except that it is shaped for
wear by women and the body of the bag 10 is
cut away at the sides as at {T—I7T for the breasts
of the woman wearer.

‘While the invention is described in detail and
with respect to two forms which the invention
may assume it is not to be limited to such details
and forms since many changes and modifications
may be made in the invention without departing
from the spirit and scope of the invention in its
broadest aspects.
any and all forms and modifications of the in-
vention which may come within the language or
scope of the appended claim.

Having thus described the invention, what I

claim as new and desire to secure by Letters Pat-

ent, is:
In combination with a pair of bathing trunks,

Hence it is desired to cover :

10

4

snap fastener elements disposed along said trunks
at the top front edge thereof, an inflatable bag
formed of two opposed walls secured together
along their edges, means for fastening the walls
together at separated points within said edges, a
neck-embracing strap connected to the upper
edge of the bag, an inflating tube disposed at
the upper edge of the bag, and snap fastener
elements disposed along the lower edge of the bag
and adapted to engage with the respective snap
fasteners on the trunks, said bag being of a size
to cover the wearer’s chest and foldable hori-
Zontally along a line running between said fas-
tening means to be disposed when not in use be-
hind the front portion of the trunks to be pulled
out by the neck-embracing strap to extended
position.
JOSEPH CHILLEMI.
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