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9 Claims.
1

This invention relates to an improved con-
struction for flexible pocket receptacles such as
billfolds.

The principal object of the invention is to pro-
vide an arrangement by which the various parts
and elements making up the receptacle are locked
together in an improved manner and, if desired
without the aid of stitching."

A further object is to provide such a locking
means which at the same time will provide clo-
sure elements for the receptacle as a whole or for
individual compartments of the receptacle or
for both.

‘A further object is to prov1de a locking means
of the above character which shall have a gen~
eral application in a wide range of bilifold con-
structions.

Other and further objects and advantages re-
siding in details of the construction will be made
apparent in the following specification and
claims.

In the accompanying drawings which illustrate
the invention embodied in billfold constructions:

‘Pig. 1 is a generally perspective view of a bill-
fold, in open position, constructed according to
my invention, parts being broken away;

CPig. 2 is a plan view of a formed blank from
which the billfold of Figure 1 is folded up;

Figs. 3, 4, and 5 are views, similar to Fig. 2
showing successive folding steps;

Fig. 6 is side edge view showing the billfold
closed;

Figs. 7 and 8 show alternative ways of incor-
porating the bridging member in the bilifold;

Fig.. 9 is a generally perspective view, parts
being broken away, showing the interlock ar-
ranged to provide a plurality of closures;

Pig. 10 is o generally perspective view showing
a modified form of the interlock;

Fig. 11 is a side edge view of an alternative
arrangement for closing the billfold;

Fig. 12 is a generally perspective view showing
a- modified construction in which the interlock
is employed at.one end of the billfold to provide
both means for closing and holding a removable
pass case in the billfold, and to close the billfold,
the other. end of the bilifold bemg constructed in
a conventional manner;

Fig. 13 is-a similar view showing the closure

flap for the pass case carried by the pass case
itself;- : :
Figs. 14, 15; and 16 ‘are fragmentary ‘views

showing a different location of the front wall
locking tongue; and

Fig. 17 is a fragmentary view showing a modi-
fled relative arrangement of the locking tongues,
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“cover of a pass case.
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Referring to Figs. 1 to 5 of the drawings, the
receptacle is shown as comprising a rear wall I,
spaced front wall panels 2 and 3 extending from
the bottom edge of the rear wall, flap members
4 and 5 extending respectively from the edges of
panels 2 and 3 opposite the edges of the latier
which are connected to the rear wall. inner wall
members 6 and T extending from the ends of rear
wall { and inner wall members 8 and 9 extending
respectively from the outer ends of panels 2 and
3. As shown in these figures a bridging member
10 is constituted by the inner wall member 6 with
a further extended portion I1. As later pointed
out the bridging member may if desired be
formed as part of a separate member. It will
also be understood that while the various other
members forming the blank are shown as inte-
grally connected, and such integral connection
is preferred, the elements may be stitched to-
gether along or adiacent the fold lines or other-
wise connected as found desirable.

The rear wall | is provided with tongues 12
and 13 extending from the ends thereof. Pref-
erably and as shown these tonguves are cnt from -
the adjacent wall members 6 and T so that when
the members 6 and T are folded onto the rear
wall as shown in Fig. 3 the torngues i2 and (3
form integral extensions of the rear wall leaving
openings (4 and I5 respectively in the folded end
edzes adiacent the bases of the tongues.

In accordance with usual practice tabs 16 and
{7 may be formed along the. upver and lower
edges of the rear wall | which are folded over
and cemented to the rear wall to finish the ex-
posed edges in a conventional manner. Simi-
larly tabs I8 are provided alons the ton and bot-
tom edges of the bridsing member 18 which. when
folded and cemented against the bark of the
bridging member as shown in Fig. 3 ‘“finish” the
edges of the bridging member exposed between
the panels 2 and 3.

The flap members 4 and 5§ are resvectively pro-
vided at their end edges with tongues 19 and 20.
In the form shown in Figs. 1 to 5 the tonzues 19
and 20 correspond in size and shape to tongues
12 and 13.

As shown in the figures under discussion wall
member 8 is provided with an intesral extension
2{ which as subsequently described may form the
In the various figures fold
lines are indicated by dot and dash lines.

At any convenient step in the manufacturing
operation, but preferably while the blank is flat
as shown in Fig. 2, the rear wall | and member
21 are provided with one member of a snap fas-
tener as at 22 and 23 respectively, preferably in




2,489,364

3
each case a post member, the post extending out-
wardly from the underside of the blank as viewed
in Fig. 2.

The free end of the member 11 is provided with
a tab 24 adapted to make a sliding engagement
in a slot 25 in flap 5 as later described.

Panel 2 is shown formed with & window opening
26 covered by a transparent “window™ 21 cement-
ed along its edges to the panel. Panel 3 is shown
cut away as at 28 to expose the edges of the
intermediate wall members 7 and 9 when the bill-
fold is completed as shown in Fig. 1.

Referring to Fig. 3, after meémber § with its
extension 11, together -constituting bridging
member 10, have been folded over onfo the rear
wall i, member 7 is similarly folded onto the rear
wall to overlap the adjacent end of the member
ii. Member 9 is folded over onto panel 3. Mem-
ber 8 is folded onto panel 2 and its extension 21
is carried around and folded henreath panel &.
Prior to this last folding operation, or at some
other convenient time, the extension 24 is folded
in reverse manner along the fold lines 2§ and, as
best shown in Figs. 1 and 6, a plurality of trans-
parent pass card elements 38 are secured to the
s6 formed fold by a spiral wire binding member
31; or the like.

The next step in the folding operation is showi
ih Fig. 4. Panels 2 and 8 together with their as-
sociated parts 8, 9, and 2{ are folded upwardly
onto the rear wall { and the members & and 1
with flaps 4 and 5 extending upwardly. Flaps 3
and 5 are then folded downwardly cover the walil
members §, T, into the bill compartment, and the
flaps 19 and 20 respectively are inserted through
openings {4 and 15 at thie bases of flaps 12 and
{3 through which openings they extend into over-
lying relation with flaps {2 and {3 as shown in
Fig. 5, thus locking the various members together

in billfold formation. As flap 5 is folded into the :

bill compartment, tab 24 of the member (i is
inserted through slit 25 in flap 5. The tongues
12 and (9 may be cemented or otherwise secured
together to form a unitary tongtie which is pro-
vided with a snap fastener socket member 32
riveting the parts together and positionéd to en-
gage stud 29 on the cover member 2§ of the pass
case to releasably hold the latter closed. Tongues
18 and 20 may be similarly secured together by
cement and by a snap fastener socket member 33
positioned to engagé post member 22 on the
outer face of rear wall I to Hold the billfold closed
as shown in Fig. 6.

Referring to Fig. 1, it will be seen that in the
completed structure above described the billfold is
provided with g bill compartment 34, a side pocket
35 between wall member 1, and bridging member
10, a side pocket 38, between wall member 8§ and
panel 3 and an intermediate, open-~ended pocket
37 between wall members 7 and 9, the outer end of
the latter pocket being substantially closed by
tongue 13—20 when the billfold is closed as shown
in Fig. 6. A “window” pocket 38 is also formed
between panel 2 and wall member 8 and 2 second
intermediate, open-ended pocket 38 is formed be-
tween wall members 6 and 8 which pockeb is
substantially closed at its outer end by tongue
12—19 when the Iatter is fastened to the cover
21 of the pass case. The closure of the outer
ends of the intermediate pockets by the tongues
while not complete is sufficient to prevent escaps
of cards and the like therefrom. The open-ended
character of pockets 37 and 39, which are aligned
when the billfold is opened flat, has the further
advantage that long folded papers such as fur-
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4
lough papers, letters and the like can be easily
threaded from either end of the bilifold through
one pocket, across in front of the bridging mem-
ber and into the other aligned pocket.

As previously mentioned the bridging member
{0 may be formed as part of a separate piece as
shown for exaimple at 48 in Fig. 7. As shown
in this figure the member 40 is formed with tabs
4( on its upper edge adjacent its ends. These
tabs engage through slots 42 formed in flaps 4
and § as previously described in connection with
tab 24 and slot 25, and as in the case of tab
24 and slot 25 the slots are sufficiently longer
than the width of the tabs to permit the bridging
member to adjust its position as the bilifold is
opened and- closed.

One advantage of the construction shown in
Fig. 7 is that wall members § and 1, when folded
over onto the bridging member 40 both provided
side pockets between them and the bridging mem-
ber when the blank is folded up as previously
described.

Another advantage in forming the bridging
member as part of a separate piece is that the
overall dimensions of the piece of leather or simi-
lar material from which the main blank is cut,
is thereby reduced which in some cases permits a
more economical use of material. This advan-
tage can be enlarged upon by omitting cover
member 21 as an integral extension of wall mem-
ber 8, and instead, as shown in Fig. 7, providing
the free end of member 8 with a reinforcing strip
of plastic as indicated at 43 to which the trans-
parent pass envelopes together with & separate
cover piece 44, indicated in dotted lines, may be
connected as by the wire binding previously de-
scribed. - This has the added advantage that a
different colored leather, or a stiffer leather, may
be used for the pass case cover.

In Fig. 8 is shown an alternative manner of
connecting a separate bridging member in place.
As there shown the bridging member (3 is part
of a separate piece 45, provided on its ends with
generaily T shaped tabs 46 which may be engaged,
as shown, in the openings left in members 6 and
7 when tongues 12 and {3 are formed. In this
construction members 6§ and T may be shortened
as shown, since they do not form side pockets.
It will be understood that the ends of the member
45 may be variously connected to the wall mem-
bers 8§ and 1.

In the forms so far described the tongues 19
and 20 have respectively been secured to the ad-
jacent tongues 12 and i3 to provide a single re-
leasable closure member at each end of the bill~
fold. One or both pairs of tongues may however
be left separate to form additional closure mem-
bers. As shown in Fig. 9 both pairs of tonguss
are left separate to provide four independent
closure members. Tongue !9 is there shown as
shortened and its end formed as at 7 to inter-
lock in a slot 48 formed in the fold which con-
nects member 8 and panel 2, to thereby perma-
nently substantially close the outer end of open-
ended pocket 38. The outer end of tongue 12 is
here formed as indicated at 49 to interlock be-
neath a strap 59 provided on the face of the pass
case cover 21 to releasably hold the pass case
closed. Tongue 20 is provided with one member
of a snap fastener 51, the other member of which
is carried by a closure member 52 extending from
the free end of wall member 9 and forming &
closure for the pocket between member 8§ and
panel 3. Tongue i3 carries the fastener member
33 which as previously described is engageabie
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with its complementary member 22 (not shown in.

this figure) on the rear wall I to ‘hold the b111-
fold closed.

Where the desired capacities of the blllfold do
not include a pass case or closed pocket the lock-

ing tongues may be employed to permanently

close the outer ends of the open-ended pockets
as shown at the left of Fig. 10 where the ends
of both tongues 2 and 19 are formed, as shown

in dotted lines at 53, to interlock ina islot ‘54

‘in the fold connecting panel 2 and wall member

10

8. If desired tongue 20 abt the other end may.

be similarly employed as. indicated at 755 to
permanently close the open-ended pocket at that
end of the billfold while its companion tongue
13 is provided with the fastener member 33 which

as previously described is engageable with a com=

plementary member on the rear wall ! to hold
the billfold closed.

In relatively thin billiolds of the type qhown
in Fig. 10, my improvement makes: it possible to
somewhat enhance the thinness of the billfold

when closed, and yet provide means for holding

it closed, by employing the tongue arrangeément
shown in Fig. 11 where tongues {9-and 20-are
used to permanently close the cuter ends of the
open-ended pockels, in the manner above .de-
scribed, while tongues {2 and {3 .are respective=
ly provided with cooperating snap fastener ele-
ments 56 and 57 which when engaged hold the
billfold closed without adding to its thickness:
It will be understood-that this—-form of closure
i3 not necessarily limited to a thm type of bill-‘
fold.

As will be apparent from' the several embodl-’
ments of my invention above described my in-

vention makes possible a wide range of billfolds
having various capacities to meet various needs.
Many other advantageous applications of the in-

art.
It will also be understood that the 1nvent10n
may be combined with conventional structures,

and to secure specific and limited advantages.

For example, as shown in Figs. 12 and 13 where

the right hand end panel member of the front

wall of the billfold is shown in the form of &

purse as generally indicated at 58 while the other:
end is constructed according to the-present -in-

vention to secure the advantageous.locking of
the parts at that end as well as’ to provide a
closure strap for the billfold; the open-ended
pocket being shown as employed to receive one€
cover 59 of a separable pass case, releasably held
to the billfold by the locking tongue (9, as shown

in Fig. 12, or provided with its own holding flap

and tongue 69 as shown in Fig. 13. As shown
in Fig, 12 the body of tongue {9 is preferably
made wider than tongue 12 and therefore wider
than the opening through which it passes to per-
mit interlocking with the opening at the base of
tongue {2 as later descrzbed and shown in "Fig.
17.

It is not essential that the flaps 4 and 5, from
which the front wall tongues project, be carried
by any particular wall member of the front wall
assembly. In the forms above described these

flaps and tongues are carried by the panel mem--

bers 2 and 3. The flaps 4 or 5 with their locking
tongues may be carried by any suitable front
wall element to give a. desired capacity  to the

billfold, consistent with the tongue performing’

its locking function. By way of illustration the
fragmentary views of Figs. 14, 15, and 16 show
the flap 5, with.tongue 20, carried by the wall

vention will be apparent to those skllled 1n the
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member 9 to permit panel 3 to provide a pocket
open at its top and one side. When member 9
is folded over onto panel 3 (as shown in Fig, 15),
panel 3, wall 9 and flap 5 may be folded upward-
1y and flap 5 folded downwardly into the billfold
with tongue 20 extending through the opening
15 (Fig. 16), to lock the parfs together, as pre-
viously described. Panel 3 thus provides a pocket
61 open at-its top and side. As shown, the upper
edge of the pocket may be provided with a lock
flap 62 for releasably securing a purse (not
shown) in.the pocket, in the manner shown in
Buxton Patent 2,319,110. ‘

- Neither the ‘specific shapes nor the relative
sizes of the parts shown are deemed essential
features of the invention. The size and shape
of the several tonglues may differ from each
other. The adjacent tongues need not overlie

_each other, although such arrangement is pre-
20

ferred, and their number may be reduced or in-
creased Thus as shown in Fig. 17 two spaced
tongues 63 may be cut from member 6 for closing
the outer end of the open-ended pocket, in a
manner similar to that shown in Fig. 10, and a

- separate opening may be formed in the folded

edge as at 64 to receive tongue 19. Preferably
in a construction such as shown in- Fig. 17 ‘the
width. of the base of thetonguecarried by thefront
wall member and the opening through which it
extends is less than the width of the body of
the tongue to provide locking shoulder 65 and
thereby increase the locking action.  This is pre-
férred in any case where as for example in Fig’
12 the tongue carried by the front wall meémber
is used alone as a releasable closure member.
Where the tongues overlie each other and are se-
cured together, as by the application of one mem-
ber of a snap fastener (Fig. 3), or the end of
the front wall tongue is permanently locked in
the front wall structure as in Fig. 10 the shoul-
ders 65 may be omitted.

It will be understood that for purposes of clear-
ness the relative thickness of the parts has been
exaggerated and that the drawings are not to
scale. Also, that, where desirable, parts of the
leather may be. skived to. decrease their thick-
ness in accordance with the best practice, al~
though such skiving is not shown in the draw-
ings.

Iclaim: . ) )

"1, In a flexible pocket receptacle a rear Wall
an inner wall member extending from an end
of the rear wall and folded thereon, and a front

wall, said walls, defining a bill ‘compartment;

said front wall including a wall member con-
nected to the rear wall along its lower edge and
having a flap folded downwardly into the bill
compartment between said rear wall and said

inner wall member, and a tongue extending from-

60

75

the outer end of said flap, the bill compartment
being provided with an opening at an end of its
rear wall through which said tongue extends out-
wardly of the receptacle. i

2. In a flexible pocket receptacle, a rear wa]l
an inner wall member extending from an end of
the rear wall and folded thereon, and a front wa all,
said walls defining a bill compartment, said front
wall including a panel member extending from
the lower edge of the rear wall and folded up-
wardly over the rear wall, a second inner wall
member extending from the outer end of the
panel member, said last two members being fold-
ed in superposed relation over the rear wall, a
flap extending from the upper edge of one of said
last named members and folded downwardly into
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the -bitl compartment, a tongue extending from-

the outer end of said flap, and the bill compart-
ment being provided with an cpening at an end
of its rear wall through which said tongue ex-
tends outwardly of the receptacle and means pre-
venting substantial movement of the tongue in-
wardly of the opening.

3. In a flexible pocket receptacle, a rear wall,

an inner wall member extending from an end of

the rear wall and folded therson, and a front
wall, said walls defining a bill compartment, a
tongue cut from said inner wall member and
extending outwardly frcm the end of the rsar
wall, the cut by which the tongue was formed
providing an opening, at an end of the rear wall,
from the bill compartment to the cutside of the
receptacle, said front wall including a wall mem-
ber connected to the rear wall along its bottom
edge and having a flap folded downwardly into
the bill compartment between said rear wail and
said inner wall member, a tongue extending from
the outer end of said flap outwardly through said
opening and means preventing substantial move-
ment of the last named tongue inwardly of the
opening.

4, In a flexible pocket receptacle, a rear wall,
an inner wall member extending from an end
of the rear wall and folded thereon; and a frent
wall, said walls defining a bill compartment, &
tongue cut from said inner wall member and ex-
tending outwardly from the end of the rear wall,
the cut by which the tongue was formed provid-
ing an opening, at an end of the rear wall, fron
the bill compartment to the outside of the recep-
tacle, said front wall including a panel member
extending from the lower edge of the rear wail
and having a flap folded downwardly into the bill
compartment between the rear wall and said
inner wall member, a tongue extending from the
outer end of said flap outwardly through said
opening, a second inner wall member eztending
from the outer edge of the panel member and
folded between the panel and the first mentioned
inner wall member and having an extending por-
tion folded over onto the outer face of the panel
and means for connecting at least one of said
tongues to the outer face of said extending por-
tion. i )

5. In a flexible pocket receptacle a rear wall,
an inner wall member extending from an end of
the rear wall and folded thereon, and a fromnt
wall, said walls defining a bill compartment, said
front wall including a panel member extending
from the lower edge of the rear wall and having
a flap folded downwardly into the bill compart-
ment between said rear wall and said inner wall
member, a tongue extending from the outer end
of said flap, the bill compartment being provided
with an opening at an end of the rear wall
through which said tongue extends, outwardly
of the receptacle, a second inner wall member
extending from the outer end of the panel mem-
ber and folded between the panel and the firsé
mentioned inner wall member, a multiple pass
cage hinged to the free end of said second inner
wall member and folded over onto the cuter face
of the panel and means for connecting said
tongue to the outer face of the pass case.

6. In a flexible pocket receptacle, a rear wall,
an inner wall member extending from an end
of the rear wall and folded thereon, and a front
wall, said walls defining a bill compartment, a
tongue cut from said inner wall member and ex-
tending outwardly from the end of the rear wall,
the cut by which the tongue was formed provid-

10

ing an opening, at-an end of the rear wall, from
the bill compartment to the outside of the re-
ceptacle, said front wall including a wall member
having a flap folded downwardly into the bill
compartment between said rear wall and said
inner wall member, a tongue extending from the
outer end of said flap outwardly through said
opening, a snap fastener member riveting said
tongues together outwardly of said opening and
a second snap fastener member carried by the

~ exposed face of the rear wall and cooperating
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with the fastener element carried by the tongues
to hold the receptacle closed.

7. In a flexible pocket receptacle, a rear wall,
ah inner wall member extending from an end of
the rear wall and folded thereon, and a front
wall, said walls defining a bill compariment, said
front wall including spaced panel members at
least one of said panel members extending from
the lower edge of the rear wall and folded up-
wardly over the rear wall and the inner wall
member, said last mentioned panel member hav-
ing a flap extending from its upper edge and
folded downwardly into the bill compartment be-
tween said rear wall and said inner wall member,
a tongue extending from the outer end of said
flap, the bill compartment being provided with
an opening at an end of the rear wall throtgh
which said tongue extends outwardly of the re-
ceptacle, and means preventing substantial
movement of the tongue inwardly of the opening,
said inner wall member having a bridging por-
tion extending across the space separating the
panel members.

‘8. In a flexible pocket receptacle, a rear wall,
inner wall members extending from the ends of
the rear wall and folded thereon, and a front wali,
said walls defining a bill compartment, said front
wall including a pair of spaced panel members
extending from the lower edge of the rear wall
and folded upwardly over the rear wall, a fiap
extending from the upper edge of each panel
member and folded downwardly into the bill com-
partment between the rear wall and the adjacent
inner wall member, means for locking said flaps
in the bill compartment and a bridging member
spanning the space between the panel members
and having its ends respectively loosely inter-
locked to the inner end portions of the adjacent
inner wall member.

9. In a flexible pocket receptacle a rear wall,
an inner wall member extending from an end of
the rear wall and folded thereon, and a front
wall, said walls defining a bill compartment, said
front wall including spaced panel members ex-
tending from the lower edge of the rear wall, a
second inner wall member extending from the
outer end of a panel member and folded inwardly
between the panel member and the first inner
wall member, a flap extending from the upper
edge of said panel member and folded down-
wardly into the bill compartment between the
rear wall and the first-mentioned inner wall
member, means securing said flap in the hill
compartment, said second wall member {orming
with the panel member a pocket closed at its cuter
end and forming with the first-mentioned inner
wall member a second pocket cpen at both ends,
and a member bridging the space between the
panel members and having an end loosely inter-
locked to said first-mentioned inner wall mem-
ber.

DOUGLAS J. BROUGHTON.

(References on following page)
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