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T all whone it may concern.:

Be it known that I, Avevstin Mrrcmery,
a ditizen of the Russian Empire, and a resi-
dent of the city, county, and State of New
\011\, have invented certain new and use-
ful Twprovements in Cigavstte - Cases, of
which the following is a bpecmcation. ,

This invention relates to cigarette cases
and the object of the vention is to provide
a novel opening mechanism wheveby the
case 15- antomatically openec by a sliding
movement of the one side of Lh(} case rela-
tively to the other side.

Another oblﬂct is to construct the open-
ing mechanism in such a manner that the
same is invisible and the cigarette case as
sich presents nothing unusual in its ap-
pearance.

To this end my invention is embodied in
a cigarette case composed of two  sides
hinged together so as to permit of the one
side sliding relatively to the other side and
pr ovided wnh a Loncealcd opening mecha-
nism within the hinge for "automatically

opening the case aitu’ the two sides have

been moved in opposite due(h(m% parailet
to one another.

The invention will be more fully under-
stood in connection with the accompany ing
drawing in which—

Figure 1 is a view of a cigarette case em-
bodying my invention; F' 2 ig an en-
larged uemﬂea %ect'onﬂ view of ﬂ 2 hmgp
and opening mechanism; Fig. 8 is a sec
tional view en line 3—3 of -*16

the cigaretie holder.

In the drawing the numerals 5 and 6
represent the two sides of . the case and
which are provided with the flat vim 7 to
permit the case to be closed
also to facilitate the sliding movement above
referred  fo. Inqme the um the gides are

dished to provme space for the mgarettea

Tlie side 5 is provided with a recess 8 u
the sitde § has secured thereto a cateh 9, iha
hook 10 of which engages in the z'e“m‘fs in an
obviovs manner. ‘The catch is disengaged
from the recess by a shiding movement suffi-
cient to free the hook 10 from the vecess.
To the side 5 at the inper edge thereof,
there is secured a pluvality of- hmge ears
11. One of theseis marked 12 and is of a
greater inside diameter than the. others.

- For purposes of appﬂ“rame the inner hmtge
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ears 11 are all of the same le ng'Ul, while the
two end ears are of a different length, but
a]um as shown. To the other side 6 there
is secured a plurality of hinge eam 13 of
the same inside diameter as the ears 11 but
of a less outside diameter. The ears 13
arve shorter than the ears 11 shown and
over the ears 13 are fitted the false ear
sleeves 14, '

15 iz ﬁ"h@ cigarette holder m’owdﬂd with
two hinge ears 18 and 17. The ear 16 is of
the same inside and outside dmme&er as the
ears 11. The ear 17 is similarly constructed

ﬁS

except- that the inside diameter is narrowed

as at 18 inte a squave aperture which is
continued through = short. shank 19,
20 is a tubglar hinge pin which #ts in-

G0
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side the. several hinge ears as shown and

abuts the hinge ear 17 of the holder

fitting outside The round shank 19. 21 is a -

similar shorter hinge pin w}nf‘h extends
from the opposite end and into the hinge
ear 17, leaving a space 22 inside the latter
equal to the spaces 23 inside the slesves 14,
which-spaces 93 gre formed by the difference
in lengths
ears 13, : .
-Through the tubes 20 and 21 and the
squared aperture 18 there is p%sed several
long thin steel springs 24. Cutside the
aperture 18 the springs aveé twisted
and ewmd at the ends by wedoes 25 and
solder, but inside the apcrture 18 the
springs cannot be twisted because. of the
square cross section, the opening of which is
completely filled by the springs.

26 is a coiled spring inside the hinge ear
12 and odtside thehinge mn 21. The spring

of the sleeves 14 and hinge

=3
o
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ag shown

26 tends to Leep the two sides of the case in

alinement as it expands between the ear 12
and an ear 13, kecrmcr the par*s in the po-
sition shown in Figs. 1 and 2. It will fur-

ther be observed that as the ends of the

springs 24 are cecureu to the hinge uns and
are not {wistea in the aperture 18 they have
a tendency to folee the cygﬂl‘etie holder 15

to the right in the drawing and ‘as the
holder presses against the side 6, the resulf

“is- that the springs 24 tend const ntly \"0;

open the case.

'To open the case the sides are moved par-
allel in 0ppos site -directions, & distance the
]umth of the spaces 22 and 23. This. move-

ment 13 enoug.. to free theé heok 10 from re-

cess B and the €ass m}en‘s*un(xor the inflnence.
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of the springs 24 to » position indicated
i Fig. 3. The opening movement is Imited
by the meeting of the inner edges of the
sides at 27, If will also be noted that the
cigarettes are prevented from falling out as
the holder 13 is still under pressure by the
springs 24.  One particular advantage of
this construction resides in the fact that the
case may be opened by the use of one hand
only when the sides may be moved parallel
by a slight pressure of the thumb on the one

side and the other four fingers on the other ;
then opens gently |

side of the case, which
and lies in the hollow
which a cigavette may
from under the. holder.

If desired the hinge ear 17 may be pro-
vided with a lng 28 and the adjacent hinge
ear 11 be provided with an abutting lug 929,
as shown in Fig. 4. This permits of” the
side 6 being moved a little away from the
holder 13, thus completely freeing the cig-
arettes ‘from the pressure of the holder.
Bat, of course, the use of both hands is nec-
essary to produce this result,

in
method may he followed : First the holder

of the hand after
easily be ‘pulled out

side 6 with the sleeves 14 to get the shank 19
inside the one ear 13, and after the coiled
spring 26 has been placed, the hinge-ears of
the two sides are placed in the Dosition
shown. Thereafter the two tubular hinge
pins may be slipped ‘into place and finally
the steel springs’ are inserted, twisted and
secured. C ’ ' '
The above is thought to clearly explain
invention and the construction thereof.
It will be seen from Fig. 1 that there ig
pothing: to indicate that the ‘hinge connect-
Ing the sides is other than an ordinary
hinge. The sliding movement ic possible

assembling the case the following .

i
i

i

i shorter than those on the other side

position in the | 2. 1
- Prising two sides

1,054,979

because of the shorter ears 13 on the -one
side which may move inside the false hinge
ears 14.  When once the cage is closed the
coiled spring keeps the hook 10 within the
recess 8 and as soon as the hook is released
the springs 24 force the case open. For the
purpose of the claims the hinge ears 11 and
12 may bhe considered as opa bart of the
hinge and the binge ears 13 as the other
part of the hinge, while the tubes 20 and 21
may be read as constituting the hinge pin.
Various changes may, of course, be made
within the scope of the claims and the prin-
ciple of the invention, ' .
What I claim and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent is: C
1. The combination with g casing com-
prising two sides, hinge cars secured to the
latter, the hinge ears-on the one <ide being
per-
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mitting a movement of the sideg relatively .

to each other. a-hinge pin connecting said
hinge ears, sleeves

shorter hinge ears. a member pivoted on

concealing the said

65

said hinge pin and springs within the latter -

for pressing the said member against the
one side to open the said casing,
- 2. The combination with ‘. casing | com-
connected by a hingh and
neans within the said hinge for permitting
a sliding movement of the said sides. rel-
ativelv to egel)
allel to the axis of said hinge for the pur-
pose of opening the said ¢asing,

In testimony” whereof. I have signed this
specification in the bresence of two subserib-
Ing witnesses.

AUGUSTIN MITCHELL,

Witnesses:
Cras. N, Conygry,
K. G. Lear.

N

other and in a direction par- .
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