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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, DAVIDJ.ROGERs, a citi 

Zen of the United States, residing at Lebanon, 

IO 

25 
------ 

in operative position. 

i 35 

45 J 

in the county of Marion and State of Ken 
tucky, have invented a new and useful Fly 
Fan, of which the following is a specification. 
My invention relates to improvements in 

fly-fans, and particularly to that class thereof 
carrying SWinging fans in contradistinction 
to revolving-fans. 
The objects in view are to provide a fan of 

cheap and simple construction adapted for 
large and small tables and to be conveniently 
Operated by the foot of a person sitting at 
the table, thus doing away with the necessity 
of mechanisms employed for this purpose, or 
the consumption of the time of an attendant. 
A further object of the invention is to adapt 

the device to serve as a caster for holding 
Vinegar-cruets, pepper and salt bottles, &c. 
With these general objects in view the in 

vention consists in certain features of con 
struction hereinafter specified and particu 
larly pointed out in the claims. 

Referring to the drawings:-Figure 1 is a 
perspective view of a fan constructed in ac 
cordance With my invention, the same being 

Fig. 2 is a similar view 
of the fan, the same being folded or out of op 
erative position. Fig. 3 is a detail of the fan 
carrying bail. Fig. 4 is a transverse section 
through the base and standard. 

Like numerals of reference indicate like 
parts in all the figures of the drawings. 

1 designates a preferably cast-metal sta 
tionary base, and the same is in this instance 
constructed heavy so as to give stability to 
the device and has a general triangular shape. 
The under side of the base is provided with 
integral feet 2, the same being located at each 
of the angles of the base and adapted to ele 
vate the latter slightly above the table 3. 
Three feet are employed, in that inequalities 
in the leaves of the table where they are 
ioined will not affect the fan so that the same 
will rock when operated. At each of the 
angles of the base there is in this instance 
formed a circular opening 4, the said open 
ings being designed to receive and support 
such articles as vinegar cruets, salt-cellars, 
mustard-pots, and the like. The center of 
the base is provided upon its upper side with 

a boss 5, the same having a socket 6 formed 
therein in which is secured a tubular stand 
ard 7, in this instance internally bored or 
made hollow. 
In the standard 7 is mounted and adapted to 

telescope an extension-rod 8, the said rod be 
ing adjustable within the standard by means 
of a set-screw 9 passed through the standard 
and bearing on the rod. The upper end of 
the rod is bifurcated, or in other words is pro 
vided with a pair of diverging bearing arms 
10 whose upper ends have open U-shaped 
bearings formed therein. 
The fan-support consists of a pair of L 

shaped wire arms 13, the vertical portions of 
which pass through and are adjustably main 
tained by thumb-screws within bearing col 
lars formed on the ends of the transverse Or 
rock shaft portion 14 of the support. Upon 
each of the horizontal branches of the arms 
is mounted a fan 16, the same being formed 
of Holland or other suitable material and hav 
ing its lower edge slit so as to make a Swish 
ing noise when operated. The upper bear 
ing or rock shaft portion 14 of the bail sits 
loosely within the open U-shaped bearings in 
the upper bifurcated ends of the rod, and be 
tween said bearings the said bearing-portion 
is provided with a cross-piece or double rock 
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arm 17. One end of the arm is connected to 
the upper end of the extension rod by means 
of a coiled retracting spring 18, and from the 
opposite end of the arm at the other side of 
the bail there is secured one end of an oper 
ating-wire or cord 19. 
Mounted in one of the sockets or openings 

formed in the base is a fanciful figure, as in 
this instance, of a man, the same being des 
ignated as 20, and having a flanged circular 
base fitting in one of said sockets, the said fig 
ure also having arms 21 pivoted at 22 to the 
body and the other ends of the arms perfor 
ated and having permanently connected Or 
secured thereto by means of a flexible cord 
or wire 23 a small hook 24, which is designed 
to engage a loop 25 formed on the lower end 
of the operating-wire. 
The construction just described which sets 

forth a figure detachably fitted into one of 
the base openings or sockets, is not only in 
tended to provide for the ornamentation of 
the device, thereby contributing to its use 
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fulness for dining tables, but also acts in an auxiliary capacity for conveniently commu 
nicating motion to the fan bail, the figure al 
ways remaining connected with the operat 
ing wire or cord 19, so that it is only neces 
sary to connect the main operating devices 
With the figure as will be presently described, 
and by reason of the mounting of the figure 
in the base, it can be readily detached there 
from as well as from the cord 19. 

26 designates a treadle located under the ta 
ble upon the floor and fulcrumed upon a block 
27, said treadle having a rear heel-guard 28 so 
as to accommodate the foot of the operator. 
A wire 29 is secured to the free end of the 
treadle and is provided with a long needle 30 
which may be formed of copper or as in this 
instance of steel having a copper point 31 
braZedon its upper end. This needle is passed 
upwardly through the crevis at the meeting 
edges of two table-leaves and through the 
table-cloth, the point of the needle being bent 
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to form a hook 33 and removably engaged in 
the perforation at the free end of the arm of 
the figure. A slot 34 is formed in the base 
for the passage of the needle. A pin 36 ex 
tends from the standard, and by swinging the 
armS to that side of the standard at which 
the Spring is located, and therefore against 
the tension of the spring, said arms may be 
crossed and engaged over said pin, whereby 
they are locked against separation or swing 
ing, all as plainly shown in Fig. 2 of the draw 
ings. When in operation, however, or un 
locked as shown in Fig. 1, it will be seen that 
by Operating the treadle through the medium 
of the foot of one of the occupants of the 
table, the operating-wires will serve to swing 
the fan in one direction against the tension 
of the Spring and as soon as released from 
pressure of the foot the spring will retract 
and return the fan, thus accomplishing a 
SWinging of the same. 

It will be seen that the device may be op 
erated with ease and as slow or fast, as the 
exigencies of the case may require, which I 
consider an advantage over those operated 
by mechanical powers, inasmuch as there is 
in that instance no means for regulating the 
SWinging of the fan, and the same operates 
as vigorously when there is an absence of 
flies as when the flies are swarming about the 
table. Furthermore, the swinging motion is 
more effective in scaring the insects, in that 
the suddenness and length of its swing serves 
to cause a SWishing noise and flutter of the 
strips of the fan, better calculated to scare 
the flies away from the table. It will be ob 
vious also that I may omit the figure and 
connect the loop 25 of the operating-wire 
that leads from the arm of the fan-carrying 
bail directly with the hook-end of the needle. 
In order to detach the fan and remove the 
same from the table it is simply necessary to 
remove the hook from the loop 25, all as will 
be obvious, whereby a change of tablecloth 
may be had or new leaves put into the table 

506,549 

or others withdrawn therefrom. It will be 
obvious that by raising and lowering the 
standard a proper height may be given the 
fan and the same adapted for both long and 
short tables, and thus be accommodated to. e 
length of the fan-supports. * ... ' 
Having described my invention, what I 

claim is 
1. In a fly fan, the combination with a base, a standard adjustably supported from the 

base and provided at its upper end with a pair 
of diverging bearing armsterminating at their 
extremities in open U-shaped bearings, an 
inverted swinging U-shaped bail comprising 
a transverse rockshaft portion loosely rest 
ing in said open bearings of the bearing arms 
and having collars located at its opposite 
ends, and L-shaped fan arms adjustably Se 
cured at their upper extremities in the col 
lars at the ends of the rock shaft portion and 
carrying fans at their lower outwardly bent 
ends, a single cross arm attached centrally to 
the rock shaft of the bail and projecting to 
both sides thereof, a coiled retracting Spring 
connected to one end of the cross arm and to 
said standard, an operating wire removably 
connected with the opposite end of Said cross 
arm, and a treadle connection for said Oper 
ating wire, substantially as set forth. 

2. In a fly fan, the combination with a base 
having a slot or opening therein and adapted 
to rest on top of a leaf table, a standard aris 
ing from the base, a swinging fan carried by 
the standard and an operating wire connected 
with the fan and terminating at its lower end 
in an eye; of a treadle adapted to be ar 
ranged under the table, an operating wire 
leading from the treadle, and a needle hav 
ing a pliable point bent to form a hook, said 
needle point being adapted to be passed 
through the crevice at the meeting edges of 
the table leaves, through the table cloth and 
through the slot or opening in said base, the 
bent hook being adapted to detachably engage 
the eye of said operating wire and the other 
end of the needle being connected to the op 
erating wire of the treadle, substantially as 
set forth. 

3. In a fly-fan, the combination with a base, 
a standard terminating at its upper end in 
bearings, and a pin extending from the base, 
of an inverted U-shaped bail mounted in the 
bearings of the arms and carrying at its lower 
ends fans, means for swinging the bail, the 
arms of said bail being adapted to be sprung 
by each other and over said pin, substantially 
as specified. -- 

4. In a fly fan, the combination with a base 
having a circular opening or socket therein, 
a stationary figure having a circular flanged 
base detachably mounted in the opening and 
having a pivoted arm provided with a perfo 
ration at its outer extremity, a standard ris 
ing from the base, a swinging fan bail carried 
by the standard, an operating cord or wire 
connected to the bail and terminating at its 
lower end in an eye, a hook connected to the 
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perforated end of the figure arm and detach- In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 
ably engaged by the eye of said operating my own I have hereto affixed my signature in 
cord or wire, a treadle, and a needle connected the presence of two witnesses. 
at one end to the treadle and having a hook - 

5 at its other end adapted to detachably engage . Witnesses: 
the perforation in the arm of the figure, sub- GEORGE ENGLAND, 
stantially as set forth. W. D. ROGERS. 

DAVID J. ROGERS. 

  


