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Description

This invention relates to a support for swimming
flippers. Different types of supports are commonly used
for swimming flippers. Many of these can be hung on
suitable display stands.

One of these supports which is particularly used for
swimming flippers comprises a single member of plas-
tics or similar material. Its upper part has a hook from
which it is hung. Its lower part is shaped so that it can
accept a pair of swimming flippers. The flippers are
hung on the lower lateral parts. In this way the rear parts
(on the soles) of the flippers face each other.

A pair of flippers hung in this way occupies a con-
siderable amount of space, because of the geometry of
the flippers. In fact, the upper part of the flipper, which
forms a shoe, itself already occupies an appreciable
space. In practice a large amount of space, which is not
always available in display or storage areas, is used with
this method.

Another disadvantage originates from the supports
themselves. These themselves, without the flippers
hanging from them, uselessly occupy space both on
display stands and in containers.

A further disadvantage which also arises from the
type of support is that not all supports are used in such
a way as to allow a pair of flippers to be completely dis-
played. Specifically, there are supports for flippers
which make it possible to see only one flipper or only the
side of a pair.

FR-A-2 436 276 relates to a support for supporting
leather articles. FR-A-2 590 784 shows a support for
flippers having elastic arms.

An object of this invention is to provide a support for
swimming flippers which is easy and simple to construct
and which overcomes the abovementioned disadvan-
tages.

A further object is to provide a support for swim-
ming flippers comprising two members which can be
hooked together and separated from each other.

With these objects in view a support for swimming
flippers has been provided according to claim 1.

The structural and functional features and advan-
tages of a support for swimming flippers according to
this invention will be better understood from the detailed
description of a non-restrictive example with reference
to the appended drawings in which:

Figure 1 shows a view in plan of the flipper support
according to this invention, and
Figure 2 shows a side view of a detail in Figure 1.

With reference to Figure 1, this shows a support for
swimming flippers constructed as two members which
can be hooked together and separated from each other.
An upper member 11 has a hook shape and a lower
member 12 has essentially a butterfly shape to accept
the swimming flippers.

The upper member 11 is attached to the lower
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member 12 by means of a hooking portion 13 which can
be inserted into a suitable seat 14. The projecting hook-
ing portion 13 is located in the lower part of the upper
member 11. The seat 14 is provided within a tongue 15,
which projects outwards and is constructed in the centre
between the two lateral butterfly wing portions 16 of the
lower member 12. Means of attachment for the said two
members 11 and 12 thus comprise said projecting hook
portion 13 and seat 14.

The seat 14 has the shape of an upside-down key-
hole. The hooking portion 13 is inserted into the seat 14
in its wider lower part 17 and is then drawn towards its
higher narrow part 18. The hooking portion 13 is
engaged in the seat 14 with the aid of two cut-out por-
tions 19 which are arranged in diametrically opposite
positions and have an essentially segmental shape, as
shown in Figure 2. The recesses 19 in the projecting
hooking portion 13 in the lower portion of said upper
member 11 are of the same thickness as an inner edge
20 of the seat 14. In this way the hook-shaped upper
member 11 and the lower member 12 which accepts the
flippers are associated together in a rigid way. The
shape of cut-out portions 19 and more specifically the
fact that they are arranged in parallel does not allow any
type of lateral movement of the upper element 11 in any
direction other than towards the members.

Afirst line of weakness 22, which allows the hook to
bend, is provided beneath a widened portion 21 of the
upper member 11. A second line of weakness 23 is pro-
vided in the lower member 12, beneath the tongue 15.
The latter can also be bent in this way.

As show in Figure 2, the projecting hooking portion
13 and the said first line of weakness 22 in the upper
member 11 are provided on opposite sides thereof.

The butterfly wing portions 16 are configured in
such a way that the swimming flippers can be placed
upon them and have a shape similar to that of the rear
part of the shoes of the flippers and are therefore
inserted therein.

A notch 25 is provided on the inner edge of an
upper part 24 of the widened portion 21 of upper mem-
ber 11. This allows the flipper support to be housed
firmly on a stand. The bar of the stand, which is usually
constructed of a thickness not exceeding that of notch
25, is placed within it. In this way the support for swim-
ming flippers hangs on the bar of the display stand
firmly, with or without the flippers, without any unneces-
sary lateral movement and slipping.

The butterfly wing portions 16 are associated with a
central portion 26 by means of grooves 27, which define
ajoint line. The lines formed in this way represent weak-
ened portions of material and enable the wing portions
16 to be bent. The swimming flippers are then housed
on these when they have been bent in this way.

One of the advantages of such swimming flipper
supports is the possibility of bending the support itself.
To take up less space both the upper member 11 and
the tongue 15 of the lower member 12 can be bent.

Another advantage derives from the fact that the
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support for the swimming flippers according to the
invention is constructed of two members which can be
hooked together and separated from each other. In this
way it also has the advantage of taking up less space
than known supports.

Claims

1.

A support for swimming flippers, constructed of
plastic material, comprising an upper hook-shaped
member (11) and a lower member (12) designed to
accept swimming flippers, characterised in that said
members (11,12) can be hooked together and sep-
arated from each other by means of attachment
(13,14), in that said upper member (11) incorpo-
rates a first line of weakness (22) allowing bending,
and in that a second line of weakness (23) permit-
ting bending is located beneath a tongue (15) pro-
jecting from said lower member (12).

A support for swimming flippers according to claim
1, characterised in that said means of attachment
comprise a hook portion (13) projecting from a
lower part of said hook-shaped upper member (11)
and a suitable seat (14) provided in said tongue
(15) at the centre between the side wings (16) of
said lower member (12).

A support for swimming flippers according to claim
2, characterised in that said projecting hook portion
(13) has two cut-out portions (19) arranged in dia-
metrically opposite positions and having an essen-
tially segmental shape.

A support for swimming flippers according to claim
2, characterised in that said projecting hook portion
(13) and said first line of weakness (22) in said
upper member (11) are provided on opposite sides
thereof.

A support for swimming flippers according to claim
3, characterised in that the thickness of the cut-out
portions (19) in the upper member (11) is the same
as the thickness of an inner edge of said seat (14)
provided within said tongue (15).

A support for swimming flippers according to claim
1, characterised in that the lower member (12)
designed to accept the flippers has portions sub-
stantially in the shape of butterfly wings (16) associ-
ated with a central portion (26), by means of
grooves (27) defining a joining line, these butterfly
wing portions (26) being capable of being inserted
within the flippers.

A support for swimming flippers according to claim
1, characterised in that a notch (25) to house the
bar of a display stand is provided in an upper por-
tion (24) of the upper member (11).
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Patentanspriiche

Halter fur Schwimmflossen, hergestellt aus Kunst-
stoffmaterial, umfassend ein oberes hakenférmiges
Teil (11) und ein unteres Teil (12), bestimmt zur Auf-
nahme von Schwimmflossen, dadurch gekenn-
zeichnet, daB

- die Teile (11, 12) durch ein Befestigungsmittel
(13, 14) miteinander verhakt und voneinander
getrennt werden kénnen;

- das obere Teil (11) eine erste, ein Biegen
ermdglichende Schwéachungslinie (22) auf-
weist; und

- eine zweite, ein Biegen erméglichende Schwa-
chungslinie (23) unterhalb einer Zunge (15),
welche aus dem unteren Teil (12) hervorsteht,
angeordnet ist.

Halter fir Schwimmflossen nach Anspruch 1,
dadurch gekennzeichnet, daB das Befestigungsmit-
tel eine Verhakung (13), welche aus einem unteren
Teilstick des hakenférmigen oberen Teils (11) her-
vorsteht, und einen geeigneten Sitz (14), welcher
durch die Zunge (15) zur Verfligung gestellt ist, mit-
tig zwischen den Seitenschwingen (16) des unteren
Teils (12) umfaBt.

Halter fur Schwimmflossen nach Anspruch 2,
dadurch gekennzeichnet, daB die hervorstehende
Verhakung (13) zwei Ausnehmungen (19) aufweist,
welche in diametral gegenlberliegenden Positio-
nen angeordnet sind und eine im wesentlichen seg-
mentale Form aufweisen.

Halter fur Schwimmflossen nach Anspruch 2,
dadurch gekennzeichnet, daB die hervorstehende
Verhakung (13) und die erste Schwachungslinie
(22) in dem oberen Teil (11) auf gegentberliegen-
den Seiten desselben angeordnet sind.

Halter fur Schwimmflossen nach Anspruch 3,
dadurch gekennzeichnet, daB die Dicke der Aus-
nehmungen (19) in dem oberen Teil (11) dieselbe
ist wie die Dicke eines inneren Randes des Sitzes
(14), welcher durch die Zunge (15) zur Verfugung
gestellt ist.

Halter fir Schwimmflossen nach Anspruch 1,
dadurch gekennzeichnet, daB das untere Teil (12),
welches zur Aufnahme der Flossen bestimmt ist,
Teile im wesentlichen in der Form von Schmetter-
lingsfliigeln (16) aufweist, welche durch Rillen (27),
die eine Verbindungslinie definieren, mit einem Mit-
telteil (26) verbunden sind, wobei die Schmetter-
lingsfligel (16) in die Flossen eingefugt werden
kénnen.
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7. Halter fir Schwimmflossen nach Anspruch 1,

dadurch gekennzeichnet, daB3 eine Kerbe (25) zur
Aufnahme der Stange eines Ausstellungsstanders
in einem oberen Teilstlick (24) des oberen Teils (11)
angeordnet ist.

Revendications

Support pour palmes de natation, réalisé en
matiére plastique comprenant un élément supé-
rieur en forme de crochet (11) et un élément infé-
rieur (12) congu de maniére a recevoir les palmes
de natation caractérisé en ce que lesdits éléments
(11, 12) peuvent étre verrouillés I'un sur l'autre et
séparés I'un de l'autre a I'aide de moyens de fixa-
tion (13, 14), en ce que ledit élément supérieur (11)
comporte une premiére ligne de faiblesse (22)
autorisant une flexion et en ce qu' une seconde
ligne de faiblesse (23), permettant une flexion, est
prévue en dessous d'une languette (15) faisant
saillie dudit élément inférieur (12).

Support pour palmes de natation selon la revendi-
cation 1 caractérisé en ce que lesdits moyens de
fixation comprennent une partie (13) en forme de
crochet., faisant saillie d'une partie inférieure dudit
élément supérieur en forme de crochet (11) et un
siége approprié (14) prévu sur ladite languette (15),
au centre, entre les ailes latérales (16) dudit élé-
ment inférieur (12).

Support pour palmes de natation selon la revendi-
cation 2 caractérisé en ce que ladite partie en salle
(13) en forme de crochet comporte deux portions
découpées (19) disposées dans des positions dia-
métralement opposées et présentant une forme
essentiellement de segment.

Support pour palmes de natation selon la revendi-
cation 2 caractérisé en ce que ladite partie en saillie
(13) en forme de crochet et ladite premiére ligne de
faiblesse (22) dans ledit élément supérieur (11)
sont prévues sur des cbtés opposés de ce dernier.

Support pour palmes de natation selon la revendi-
cation 3 caractérisé en ce que I'épaisseur des por-
tions découpées (19) dans I'élément supérieur (11)
est la méme que I'épaisseur d'une aréte interne
dudit siege (14) prévu a lintérieur de ladite lan-
guette (15).

Support pour palmes de natation selon la revendi-
cation 1 caractérisé en ce que I'élément inférieur
(12), congu pour recevoir les palmes, comporte des
portions ayant sensiblement la forme dailes de
papillon (16), associées a une portion centrale (26)
a l'aide de rainures (27) définissant une ligne de
raccordement, ces portions en ailes de papillons
(16) pouvant étre insérées a l'intérieur des palmes.
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7. Support pour palmes de natation selon la revendi-

cation 1 caractérisé en ce qu'on prévoit, dans une
portion supérieure (24) de I'élément supérieur (11),
une encoche (25) afin de recevoir la barre d'un sys-
téme de présentation .
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