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To all, Luhon, it invagy concern: 
Be it known that we, JOHN R. SCOTT and 

GEORGE W. SPINK, citizens of the United 
States, residing in East Oakland, county of 

5 Alameda, State of California, have invented 
an Improvement in Sewing-Machine Ripping 
Attachments; and we hereby declare the fol 
lowing to be a full, clear, and exact descrip 
tion of the same. 
Our invention relates to an attachment for 

sewing-machines which is designed to be used 
to rip seams that have been previously sewed; 
and it consists in the parts and the construc 
tions and combinations of parts hereinafter 

I5 described and claimed. 
Figure 1 is a view of our ripping attach 

ment and its connections. Fig. 2 shows our 

O 

attachmentin connection with a special guide 
bar. 
The object of our invention is to provide a 

cheap and simple attachment for Sewing-ma 
chines to be used for ripping seams, with few 
parts, easily attached or disengaged, and hav 
ing the smallest number of parts to produce 

25 the desired results. 
A is a knife adjustably and removably fixed 

to a vertical carrying bar or strip B near its 
lower end, said strip being twisted and hav 
ing its front edge from a point above to a 

3o point below the knife flanged outwardly away 
from the knife. 
C is a short strip of the same length as the 

flanged portion of B, having its entire front 
edge flanged similarly to B and being pro 

35 vided with holes coinciding with holes in the 
strip B, so that the knife A may be adjust 
ably clamped between these plates BC by 
screws or bolts and nuts b. 
The knife A is so placed that its cutting 

4o edge A projects slightly beyond the vertical 
plane of the said flanges when in position. 
The strip B is again twisted just above its 
flange, so as to present its flat surface to the 
front, and is provided with a hole b" at its up 

45 per end which engages with the upper end 
of the needle-bar of the sewing-machine where 
the upper part of the strip B is bent back 
ward for that purpose. 
The portion D of the strip B below the knife 

5o is twisted and bent back Ward at a right an 
gle and terminates in an open slot E, adapted 

to engage with the stud-pin of the needle-bar 
of the sewing-machine to which it is secured. 
F is a metal strip having a broad lower por 

tion F", which is bent laterally at right angles 
and perforated with a series of holes.f, so as 
to be rigidly secured to the cloth-plate by 
any suitable means, Such as corresponding 
holes or a corresponding slot in the cloth 
plate and a holding-screw, as shown. 
The upper part of the strip or plate F is also 

bent laterally at right angles and adapted to 
clamp or be secured to the head of the sew 
ing-machine. A projection from this plate is 
slotted to allow the reciprocating strip or bar 
B to slide freely in and be guided by the slot, 
SO as to steady it during its reciprocations. 
This guide may also be clamped or secured 
to the head without the vertical standard, 
and, if preferred, the knife-carrier B may be 
operated without any guide other than the 
reciprocating needle-bar, to which it may be 
connected at both ends. 
When the threads of a seam are pressed 

against the cutting edge of the knife, they 
are cut and the seam thereof ripped open 
with ease and rapidity and without danger 
of cutting the material. When used with the 
guide F, the upper end of the strip B need 
not be connected with the upper end of the 
needle-bar of the sewing-machine, as the 
guide-slot keeps the knife in position. 
Having thus described our invention, what 

we claim as new, and desire to secure by Let 
ters Patent, is 

1. A ripping attachment consisting of a 
strip of metal attached to and movable with 
the needle-bar of a sewing-machine, having 
a knife fixed to it and a portion of its front 
edge extending above and below the knife, 
flanged outwardly away from the knife, an 
other strip of metal of the same width as the 
first, similarly flanged and of the same length 
as the flanged portion of the first strip, both 
strips being provided with corresponding 
holes and means for fastening them together 
with the knife between them. 

2. A ripping attachment consisting of a 
strip of metal attached to the lower end of 
the needle-bar of a sewing-machine having a 
knife fixed to it and a portion of its front 
edge extending above and below the knife 
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flanged outwardly away from the knife, an 
other strip of metal of the same width as the 
first similarly flanged and of the same length 
as the flanged portion of the first strip, both 
strips being provided with corresponding 
holes and means for fastening them together, 
with the knife between them, in combination 
with a guide secured to the cloth plate or table 
of the Sewing-machine, and extending up 
ward and parallel with the needle-bar of the 
machine and having its upper portion bent 
So as to clamp over the head of the machine 
and provided with an extension and slotted 
so as to guide the upper end of the strip car 
rying the knife. 

3. A ripping attachment for sewing-ma 
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chines consisting of a strip of metal vertically 
disposed and movable with the needle-bar, . 
opposing surfaces intermediate between the 
ends of said strip, a knife or cutter secured 
between said surfaces with its edge substan 
tially parallel with the needle-bar whereby 
simultaneous parallel reciprocations are pro 
duced, and means connecting the strip with 
the needle-bar. 
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In witness whereof we have hereunto set 

our hands. 
JOHN R. SCOTT. 
GEORGE W. SPINK. 

Witnesses: 
S. H. No URSE, 
JESSIE C. BRODIE. 

  


