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5.Claims. (CL.2——243)

This invention relates to women’s garments Y

and has for its .object to-provide a garment such
as.a brassiére, corseletie (or other garments..in-
corporating bust eups or breast pockets), of dm-

proved construetion, and an:-improved method of :

making the .same. More. particularly the inven-
tion .relates to garments .of this kind wherein
the -breast -pockets ‘are reinforced along their
mazeing by means of :stays-of stiff wire or other
Stiff .vesilient or spring-like material: = Still.more
particularly the :dnvention relates to.such gar-
ments :in -which stays for the individual pockets
are constituted of portions of a single:stay mem-
ber which -is resilient throughout its length.

-Heretofore :it has been the practice Lo make )

such .garments by ‘hand, that is to say, the ap-
plicationof the stay member to the fabric portion
of :the .garment has dnvolved a considerable
amountof hand laber, with :the result that the
cost has been excessive:. “The aipm of the present
invention is to provide a-.method .of .making or
assembling which  facilitates the .manufacture
and :substantially :reduces -the manufacturing
cost. of-such garments, and also to:provide.a.con-
struction which is.suseeptible of heing .manufac-
fured on:a guantity preduction -basis,
. sAnother .object .of the. invention :is 'to ,provide
-gigarment of .the.class.described :which _is.con-
- structed .to facilifate Temoval and .replacement
of the stay member.in connection with.the laun-
dering . of .the -garment. i
‘The invention .will-be understoed from a con-
sideration -of .the accompanying drawings which
- illustrate by -way -of :.example .two -embodiments

of:the improved garment, and :also illustrates the :

method of manufacture. In these drawings:
- \Fig..1-is.a yiew in.front, elevation of -&.hras-
siére -of .the :strapless. bandeau type embodying
~the invention; : ) e
~Fig, 2 is.an enlarged detail section taken.on
line 2—2-of Fig.'1;

‘Fig. 3 is.a plan view.of a stay member;

_Figs. 4,.5.and 6.are perspective views. llustrat-
ing three steps in the method of making or assem-
hling the garment; -

.Fig. T is a view similar to'Fig. 1,.0f a modified
form. of brassiére;

.Fig..8.is_a.plan view. of .a modified. stay. mem-
ber; .and

“Fig. 9.is.a perspective view showing the.gar-
ment of Fig..7.in_position.as worn.

.Referring now:to the.accompanying drawings
and. first to Fig. 1,.the brassiére. | is provided with
‘two. substazitially circular, pocket portions.2- and
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8 individually shaped 1o .enclose . the - breasts..of 88
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the wearer. These pocket portions may be made
of any suitable fabric and .they are connected
together -at the longitudinal center of the .gar-
ment in any suitable way, as.for example, by
means of a section 4 of fabric having an upward
extension 5 for .a purpose which will appear
later, At the-outer sides of pockets 2, 3 are -atb-
taghed substantially triangular extensions 6 and
3, and secured to the ends of these exiensions
are -elastic tapes .8, 8 and .p releasable and ad~
Jjustable conuection 8, 9.tp hold the garment .in
place in the usual way.

-Commenging-at the center of the garment ad-
5 t fakric section 4 and extending along the
ies of ;pocket .sections & and 3 there.are
w6 .channels 40, 48 which may be placed on
sither the .inside or the outside of the garment.
As-shown.in Fig. 2.these qhannels_are;constrgqtqd
©y attaching-a tape 1| along the margin of the
material constituting the pocket sections 2, 3.
Tape 1 ;has .its .opposite margins 12, 12 folded
inwardly - against-the .opposite surfaces of the
material of the pocket section, and the tape .jt=
self is folded. at 13 along.its longitudinal center
line around .the -peripheral edge of the pocket
sechions. '

The tape .issecured -by-two Jlines of stitching
14 placed one adjacent the inner, and the other
adjacent the.outer,.edge.of tape I1. This.leaves
a.channel -10..(Fig. 2) between.the tape and the
surface of .the material .of the pocket section.
The two. channels; 18, 10.0f pocket sections 2 and
2 .ate open.at their.ipner. adjacent ends 16, 11
but are. closed by stitching.at their obposite ends
18 and 19,

It will be understood that.instead.of apply-
ing a folded :fape, .such as.tape ki, in order.to
form. the. space; prichannel 10, this. channel can
be.formed by suitably folding and stitching the
materigl:of .which the:pockets.2 and 8 are, made,
or:the channel may_be constructed in any other
desirable.way. Also,.as garment { has been de-
scribed, channel .40 follows the seam between
the _pocket .portions 2, 3 and their respective
triangular gxtensions 6.and 1, the latter being
cut,from pieces of material which are separate
from the material of pockets .2 and 3. It will be
understoed, however, that if desired each.of the
pockets . and .its adiacent triangular extension
may.be made of one plece of material.

The single stay.member,is _shown at 20 -and
has.two.symmetrical halves or_arms 21, 22 con-
nected, together by .a.short. cross-piece 23. The
ends 24 of the two arms may. each be bent. into
the form. of-a closed eye forming. a, rounded en-
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largement at each end. When the stay member
20 is in place in the garment shown in Fig. 1,
the arm portions 21 and 22 occupy the two chan-
nels 10, {0 of pocket sections 2 and 3 respectively,
the ends 24 extending to the ends 18 and 18 of
the channels which are disposed substantially
vertically above the centers of the two pocket
sections. Cross-piece 23 extends between the
two adjacent opposite ends 16 and {1 of the
channels and may be concealed by means of ex-
tension 5 of fabric section 4 which is arranged
to be folded over the end and secured in place
by means of a snap fastener 25, 25.

Stay member 28 is stiff and resilient and may
be made of spring steel or other material of
somewhat similar stiffness and resiliency. Its
ends 24, before the stay is placed in the garment,
occupy positions somewhat higher and somewhat
nearer each other than after being placed within
the channels 19, as may be seen by comparing
Fig. 3 and Fig. 1. The upper edges of pocket
portions 2 and 3 between the ends i8 and i9 of
the channels and the center of the garment are
stretched and held taut by the resiliency of
stay 20.

The improved method of assembling the stay
and garment is illustrated in Figs. 4, 5 and 6.
The first step is to fold the two halves of the
garment so as to bring the two pocket sections
2 and 3 and the two channels {0, i0 into sub-
stantially parallel relation with one another, in
which position they may be held for example
by means of the left hand, with the index finger
inserted just below fabric section 4 which con-
nects the two pocket sections. Stay member 20
is grasped by the right hand either before or
after folding the garment as just described and
is bent to bring its two halves or arms 21 into
approximately parallel relation and may be held
by the right hand as shown in Fig. 4. The ends
24 are then inserted in the open ends 16 and 17
of channels {8, and slid part way into the chan-
nels.

If desired stay 26 may be pushed all the way
into channels 0, but when the ends 24 have
been pushed in to about the distance shown in
Fig. b the resiliency of stay 20 causes the arms
to spread apart and propel the stay into chan-
neils 0. This self-propulsion will continue, the
arms 21 and 22 sliding through the fingers until
the insertion of the stay is almost complete, with
only a short portion, about as shown in Fig, 6,
still remaining to be pushed in by the operator.
The operator then folds extension 5 over cross-
piece 23 and closes the snap fasterer 25, 25 to
complete the assembly.

It will be observed that the stiffness and re-
siliency of stay 20 is such that, although the two
halves of the stay can be bent by the hands into
parallelism, as shown in Fig. 4, when the arms
are released the resiliency is sufficient to main-
tain the garment substantially flat, that is to
say stretched out into bust-conforming position,
approximately as shown in =ig. 6, where the in-
side portion of the garment is given a concave
curvature to conform generally with the shape
of the wearer’s body.

In Fig. 1 the invention has been illustrated
in connection with a bandeau garment of the
strapless type in which the seams or hems along
the lower edges of the two extensions 6 and 7
constitute in effect a band fitting snugly around
the body, and the upper outline of the garment
being maintained in proper position by the stiff-
hess of the stay member 20. In Fig. 7 the in-
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vention is illustrated in connection with a long
line type of brassiére which is provided with
shoulder straps and in which the stay member
20m is shorter.

In this modification the garment comprises a
comparatively wide band portion, consisting of
two side sections 28 and an intermediate cen-
tral elastic section 27. The side sections 26 are
provided with the usual fastening devices 28 by
means of which the garment may be fastened
together at the rear to hold it in place. The

. pocket sections 2m and 3m stitched along sub-
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stantially arcuate seams in part to side sections
25 and in part to mid-section 27. Along these
seams there .also extend the two channels [0m,
{0m which may be formed by the application
of a strip of tape 28 over the circular seams, this
tape being held in place by two lines of stitches
30 along its marginal edges.

Inasmuch as stay member 20m is shorter than
stay 29 channels {0m may be terminated short
of the top centers 3! of the pocket sections, al-
though from a manufacturing standpoint it may
be simpler to continue the channels to the tops
of the pockets as is the case in Fig. 1. Shoulder
straps 32 are attached at the top centers 3f and
at the proper points at the rear of the two side
sections 2§. 'The inner ends of channels I9m are
open as before, as indicated at 18m and ITm,
and after the stay has been put in place, its up-
per portion may be concealed by means of a
flap extension 5m which is held in place as previ-
ously described.

In this form of garment the two pocket sec-
tions 2m and 3m are interconnected by means
of the elastic insert 27, as well as by fabric sec-
tion #m which is preferably but not necessarily
inelastic. The method of assembling stay 20m
in channels {8m is similar to that described
above. The length of the arm portions 2im and
Z22m can be varied ag desired.

Although the upper edges 33 of pockets 2m
and 3m between the top center points 3t of the
pockets and the longitudinal center of the gar-
ment (also the similar edges of the garment of
Fig. 1) are shown as being straight, it will be
understood that they may have a circular or
other curved outline as desired. Also it may be
understood that the pocket sections of either
the garment of Fig. 1 or Fig, 7 although shown
as being made of one piece of material, may be
of the two piece type, that is with the lower
pocket sections of somewhat heavier or stiffer
material than the upper or of any other suit-
able material, or style, as dictated by the fashion
of the time.

Because of the stiffness of arm members
2im and 22m and the width ‘of the band sec-
tions 26, 27 of the garment of Fig. 7, there is 3
tendency for the lower portions of the two pocket
sections to hang away from the body.  This
tendeney is overcome by the stretching of the
elastic section 27 which may be composed of any
suitable stretchable material. Thus for exam-
ple as shown in Fig, 9, in order for the lower
portions of pocket sections 2m and 2m to fit
snugly against the body, as at 34, it is neces-
sary that elastic insert 27 be stretched along its
lower edge to a greater extent than in its upper
portion. The stretch or extension of this ma-
terial in the upper part of section 27 between the
pocket sections enables the pocket sections to be
brought into proper fitting relation to the breasts.
This is provided for in the garment in Fig. 1 by
the flexing of stay member 20. :
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The modified form of stay member 20m is
shown as being provided with a properly tem-
pered spring loop 35 in its connhecting cross-
plece 23m so as to facilitate the bending together
of the two halves or arms of the stay member
during the assembly operation.

It will be understood that whenever reference
is made in the appended claims to the periph-
eries of breast pockets, it is to the boundary
of that portion of the pocket intended actually
to enclose the breast which is referred to rather
than to the pattern or seam of the pocket which
may be square or rectangular or oblong and may
extend beyond the channels (0.

It will be understood that the present inven-
tion is not limited to the particular forms which
have been illustrated and described above by
way of example, but may be variously modified
within the scope of the appended claims,

I claim:

1. The method of making a brassiére or the
like having two interconnected adjacent breast
recelving pockets which comprises providing
channels extending along the peripheries of
said respective pockets having open ends adjacent
the. longitudinal center of the garment, folding
the garment to bring said channels into approxi-
mately parallel relation with one another, pro-
viding a resilient stay member having connected
symmetrical arms shaped to.-conform substan-
tially to the shape of said channels, hending the
arms of said member into approximately parallel
relation, inserting the ends thereof in the open
end portions of said channels and releasing said
stay member, the resiliency thereof serving auto-
matically to propel the member into said chan-
nels.

2. The method of making a brassidre or the
like having two interconnected adjacent breast
recelving pockets which comprises providing
channels extending along the peripheries of said
respective pockets having open ends adjacent the
longitudinal center of the garment, providing a
resilient stay member having symmetrical halves
shaped to conform substantially to the shape of
gaid channels, folding said stay member and said
garment to place the halves of the stay mem-
ber approximately parallel and the ends thereof
facing in the same direction, and the channels
of the garment in approximate parallelism,
bringing said folded parts into juxtaposition and
inserting and releasing the two ends of the stay
member simultaneously in the open ends of said
channels.

3. The method of assembling a brassiére or the
like having two interconnected adjacent breast
receiving pockets with channels extending along
the peripheries of said respective pockets having
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open ends adjacent the center of the garment
and a resilient stay member having symmetrical
halves shaped to conform substantially to the
shape of said channels which comprises folding
the sarment to place said channels into approxi-
mately parallel relation with one another, bend-
ing the arms of said stay member into approxi-
mately parallel relation, inserting the ends of
said arms in the open end portions of said chan-
nels and releasing said stay member, the re-
siliency thereof serving automatically to propel
the member into said channels.

4. The method of making a brassiére or the like
having two connected adjacent breast receiving
pockets which comprises providing channels ex-
tending along the periphery of said respective
pockets having open ends adjacent the longi-
tudinal center of the garment, folding the gar-
ment to bring said channels into approximately
parallel relation with one another, providing a
resilient stay member having connected sym-
metrical arms shaped to conform substantially
to the shape of said channels, bending the arms
of said member into approximately parallel rela-
tion, and inserting said stay member in position
in said channels.

5. The method of making a brassiére or the
like having two connected adjacent breast re-
ceiving pockets which comprises providing chan-
nels extending along the periphery of said re-
spective pockets having open ends adjacent the
longitudinal center of the garment, folding the
garment to bring said channels into approxi-
mately parallel relation with one another, pro-
viding a resilient stay member having connected
symmetrical arms shaped to conform substan-
tially to the shape of said channels, bending the
arms of said member into approximately parallel
relation, inserting the ends thereof in the open
end portions of said channels, and pushing said
stay member into position therein,
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