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To all whom it may concern:

Beit known that I, GEORGE H. SMARDON, 2
citizen of the Umted States, residing at Port-
land, in the county of Cumberland and State
of Maine, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Fire-Buckets; and I do
hereby declare the following to be afull, clear,
and exact description of the invention, such as
will enable others skilled in the art to which
it appertains to make and use the same.

My invention felates to fire buckets and
particularly to those which are provided with
a cover tightly sealed on the top of the bucket
to retain the contents and preserve them from
evaporation. The difficulty in this class of
fire buckets has been to fasten the cover on
tightly so that no liquid could evaporate and
at the same time so secure it that it could be
quickly removable in case it was required for
fire purposes. I accomplish this by fasten-
ing the cover to the top of the bucket by
means of hooks which are so constructed that
they are unhooked and the cover released by
the swinging of the bail in its bearings in the
act of taking down the bucket.

I 1llustrate my invention by means of theA

accompanying drawings, in which—

Figure 1. is a side view of a bucket con-
structed according to my invention. Fig. 2.
isa plan or top view. Fig. 3. is a vertical sec-
tion and Fig. 4. is a detail of the hook.

A representsthe bucket and D is the cover
which is put on with a gasketeso that it will
be absolutely water tight. Oun the top of the
cover is a straight spring d secured as here
shown to the top of the cover by means of
screws d’ d’.
ject slightly over the edges of the cover and
are turned up to form a shoulder. A hook
T is pivoted to the bucket on each side and
each hook engages one end of the spring d
to hold the cover firmly down onto its seat.

The hooks F are pivoted near the bail and

they are each provided with a projection or
guard f which extends out beyond the line
of motion of the bail. This guard or pro-
jection is so located that as the bail ‘swings
away from the perpendicular it will strike
against the hook and release it from the end
of the spring. The tension of the spring is
regulated by the screws d? d? placed in the

. cover where the free ends of the spring will

rest on them. By raising orlowering them I
can get more or less tension on my spring.
My bucket is here represented as being

The ends of the springs d pro--

hung from a hook C which is the usual way
in which it is dlsposed when notin use. A
chain of cord g is provided for attaching the
cover to the wall so that when the bucket is
taken down and the cover released by the
handle the cover remains suspended to the
wall.

The manner of using my fire bucket has
already been indicated in describing its con-
struetion. When it is hung up ready for use
the cover rests tightly on the top of the
bucket. When the bucket is to be used, it
is taken down by the handle and as the ball
swings it strikes the hook and releases it
from the end of the spring thusreleasing the
cover which remains suspended from the
hook C. It will be seen that no time is lost
in removing the cover and the cover can be
readily replaced when the bucket is reﬁlled
for service.

I claim—

1. The herein described fire bucket having
a cover, a hook for retaining said cover in
place, said hook having a pro,]ectln portion
against which the bail stukes to release the
hook substantially as described.

2. The herein described fire bucket having
a cover, a spring secured to the top of sald
cover and having a projecting end, a hook
pivoted toeach s1de of the bucket and adapt-
ed to engage the projecting end of said spring,
said hook being provided with a projecting
portion against “which the bail is adapted to
strike as 1’5 swings in its bearings, to release
said hook, substantially as described.

3. The herein described fire bucket having
a cover, a spring secured to the top of said
cover and having projecting ends, hooks piv-

oted to the sides of said bucket and adapted

to engage the projecting ends of said spring
and adjustable bearings for the free ends of
said spring to regulate its tension, substan-
tially as described.

4, The herein described fire bucket having
a cover, a hook for retaining said cover in
place and a bail adapted to release said hook
as it swings in its bearings, substantially as
described.

In testimony whereof I affix my signaturein
presence of two witnesses.

GEORGE H. SMARDON.

Witnesses:
S. W. BATES,
DANIEL J. SULLIVAN,
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