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To «ll whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Erizasers Mies, a
citizen of the United States, and a resident
of the city of Kvanston, county of Cook,
and State of Illinois, have invented certain
new and useful Tmprovements in Maternity-
Gowns, of which the following is a specifica-
tion.

My invention relates to improvements in
maternity gowns and has for its object the
production of 4 gown of this character which
will allow of expansion at the waist-line,
bust and abdomen sufficient to meet the
physical requirements at all periods without
the length of the garment visibly altering
during development.

A further object is the production of a
gown as mentioned which will be simple
tnd economical in construction, one which
will afford great comfort when worn and
one which will be of neat and finished ap-
pearance.

Other objects will appear hereinafter.

The invention consists in the combinations
and arrangements of parts hereinafter fully
described and claimed. :

The invention will be best understood by
reference to the accompanying drawings
forming a part of this specification and in
which,

Figure 1 is a front view of a gown em-

" bodying my invention, and Figs. 2, 8 and 4
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are enlarged fragmentary sections taken on
substantially lines @—a, y—y and z—, re-
spectively, of Iig. 1. ) '

The preferred form of construction as
illustrated in the drawing comprises a gown
consisting of a body 1 in which the waist
and skirt portions are-formed integral. Said
body 1, except at the front, is of ordinary
construction, the same being provided with
sleeves 2 and with a conventional collar or
other suitable trimming 8. The front side
of the body 1 is open, the front’edges over-
lapping as clearly shown in the several
views. Provided at said overlapping edges
are panels 4 and 5 which extend the entire
length of the gown, the same being formed
by lines of stitching 6 and 7, respectively,
which pass through the turned-back or
folded portions of the garment as clearly
shown in the scveral views.
juncture of each of said panels with the
body of the garment is an invisible plait 8,
the upper and lower end
plaits 8 being tacked by means of stitching

_plait 8 close

Formed at the |

portions of the.

6 and T which extends therethrough at the .

upper and lower end portions of. the gar-
ment, as shown in Fig. 3. The central por-
tions of said plaits 8, that is the portions
thereof between points A and B and A’ and
B’, are untacked, as clearly shown in Eigs.

2 and 4, so as to permit of circumferential

expansion of the gown at the waist-line, bust
and abdomen of the wearer. Said untacked
portions of said plaits are bellied inwardly,
that is the width of said plait portions
gradually increases toward the centers theve-
of so that the greatest expansion will be
permitted at the abdominal or waist portion
of the gown.

The waist of the garment is held snugly
about the waist of the wearer by means of
an adjustable belt 9, one end of which 15 con-
nected with an eye or loop 10 provided at
the outer edge of panel 5, said belt passing
through a slit 11 provided in the adjacent
to the stitching 6, the same
encircling the waist of the garment and hav-
ing its free end engaged with a toothed loop
or fastening buckle 12 provided at the outer
edge of the panel 4. A slide buckle 13 is
provided in said
mentioned end thereof which permits of ex-
tension or-contraction of the belt as desired.
With this arrangement it will be seen that
the gown may be drawn snugly around the
waist of the wearer irrespective of the size
thereof.

The lower end portions of the panels 4
and 5 are held in overlapping relation by
means of ball-and-socket clasps, the -socket
portions 14 being provided upon panel 4
and the ball portions 15 upon panel 5. An
additional set of socket portions 147 s pro-
vided upon panel 4 in order to permit of ad-
justment of the relative position of said
pancls in case of abnormal development in
the wearer.

With a construction as set forth it will
e seen that the pancls of the garment, ir-
respective of expansion at the waist-line of
the latter, will remain constantly in the
same relative position and so that the alter-
ation or expansion of the garment at the

waist-line, bust or abdomen will not be’

visible.

A garment of the construction set forth
is. of artistic design, corrcct in lines and
simple in construction. The same is- prac-
tical, is suitable to any material, and can be
styled to conform to prevailing fashion

belt engaging with the first -
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without a suspicion of its real merit or pur-
pose so as to enable a woman to appear at
all times without calling attention to her
condition, and, after its mission has been
fulfilled, the same is still available for gen-
eral wear. .

While I have illustrated and described the
preferred form of construction for carrying
my invention into effect, this is capable of
variation and modification without depart-
ing from the spirit of the invention. I,
therefore, do not wish to be limited to the
exact detalls of construction as set forth,

-but desire to avail myself of such variations

and modifications as come within the scope
of the appended claims.

Having described my invention, what I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent is: :

1. A gown of the character described
comprising a body consisting of integral
waist and skirt portions, the front of said
body being open, the front edges of said
body overlapping; panels provided at said
edges of said body; and invisible plaits pro-
vided at the inner edges of said panels, the
central portions of said plaits being un-
tacked to permit of circumferential expan-
sion of said ‘body at the central portion
thereof, the width of said untacked portions
of said plaits gradually increasing from the
ends thereof toward the center of said por-
tions; and a belt for holding said panels in
overlapping relation and being secured at
its free ends to the outer edges of said pan-
els, substantially as described.

1,067,587

9. A gown of the character described
comprising a body consisting of integral
waist and skirt portions, the front of said
body being open, the front edges of said
body overlapping; panels provided at said
edges of said body; invisible plaits provided
at the inner edges of said panels, the central
portions of said plaits being untacked to
permit of circumferential expansion of said
body at the central portion thereof; and an
adjustable belt encircling said body, sub-
stantially as described and having its free
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ends secured to the outer edges for holding -

said panels in overlapping relation.

8. A gown of the character described com-
prising a body consisting of integral waist
and skirt portions, the front of said body
being open, the front edges of said body
overlapping; panels provided at said edges
of said body; invisible plaits provided at
the inner edges of said panéls, the central
portions of said plaits being untacked to
permit of circumferential expansion of said
body at the central portion thereof; and a
belt for adjustably holding said panels in
overlapping relation, substantially as de-
scribed and having its free end secured to
the outer edges of said panels.

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses.

ELIZABETH MILES.
Witnesses: '

Arrrur A. OLson,
Josuua R. H. Porrs.
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