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To all whom, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, Lola ENZ L. PRITZL, a 

citizen of the United States, residing in city 
of New York, in the county of New York 

5 and State of New York, have invented cer 
tain new and useful Improvements in Desk 
Clamps for Type-Writing Machines, of 
which the following is a specification. 
This invention relates to devices for re 

10 leasably attaching the bases of typewriting 
or other machines to desktops, base boards, 
tables, or other supports. 
One of the principal difficulties encoun 

tered in providing a releasable catch for this 
5 purpose, arises from the fact that suchma 

chines usually set upon rubber or other 
cushion feet which vary in height. Some 
machines are originally provided with much 
higher feet than others; and it also gen 

20 erally happens that the feet contract in 
height while in use. Moreover, the feet on 
one side of the machine are sometimes higher 
than those on the other side of the machine. 
The objection to releasable catches for this 

25 class of machines has, therefore, been be 
case of the fact that while such catches are 
suitable for one height of rubber feet, they 
are not readily adapted for machines having 
other heights of feet. It will be understood 

89 that the machine should rest upon the rub 
ber feet, and not upon the metallic parts of 
the catch or securing device, as otherwise 
the operation of the machine would cause 
undue noise. 
The main object of the present invention, 

therefore, is to provide a releasable catch 
which can be accommodated to any height 
of ribber or other feet. 
A further object is to simplify and other 

wise improve the locking device so as to pro 
duce, at low cost, a device of this character 
which shall be effective and easily applied 
and operated. 
In the preferred form of the invention, 

latches are pivoted upon suitable bases or 
supports which are preferably made sepa 
rate and fixed to the desk or to the base 
board upon which the typewriter is to rest. 
From the sides of the base of the type 
writer, headed catches project downwardly, 
said catches being intended to drop into 
sockets formed upon said bases. I atches 
catch over the heads of said catclhes to re 
leasably lock the machine to its support. 
IEach socket is sufficiently deep to leave 
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plenty of room for vertical play of the head, 
so that a nice fit will not be required, and 
also to accommodate the settling of the na 
chine from time to time, due to the sinking 
or contraction of the rubber feet in use. The 
head fits loosely in the socket, and is beveled 
or pointed so that it may be easily located 
and introduced into said socket. The bevel 
also serves automatically to press the latch 
to one side, so that all the operator needs to 
do is to drop the machine upon the desk or 
support, with said catches descending into 
the Sockets, wereupon the latches will catch 
Over the heads and effectually lock the ma 
chine to the support. Each head or catch 
is made vertically adjustable, so that it may 
be originally set at just the right position 
to correspond to the height of the rubber 
feet which support the machine; and for 
this purpose said head or catch is formed 
upon a threaded stem which screws up into 
a big formed or provided upon the base of 
the typewriting machine. A suitable lock 
nut secures the catch where adjusted. 
Other features and advantages will here 

inafter appear. 
In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1. 

is a plan of the frame of a typewriting ma 
chine (shown in Section and partly broken 
away) with the invention applied thereto. 
Fig. 2 is an enlarged plan of the socket. 
Fig. 3 is a perspective view thereof, partly 
broken away. Fig. 4 is a cross-sectional 
view, showing the catch locked in the socket, 
the frame of the machine being shown in 
dotted lines. Fig. 5 is a similar view show 
ing the catch released from the socket. 
A typewriting machine 1, has cushion feet 

2 of rubber or other material resting upon a 
base board, desk or other support 3. the 
weight of said machine being sustained by 
the feet. 
The support 3 is provided with fixed 

tubular sockets 4 separated from each other, 
(and having ears or plates 4", secured to 
the desk by screws 4), into which sockets 
are dropped catches 5 depending from the 
opposite sides of the machine. Said cathes 
fit easily in the sockets and prevent lateral 
shifting of the machine relative to its sup 
port, and the sockets are of sufficient deptl 
to leave room for the vertical play of the 
catches to accommodate a settling of the 
machine. 
The machine is locked to the support by 
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2 

latches pivoted to the sockets, as at 7", and 
preferably working in slots 8 in the sockets. 
Said latches are provided with hook por 
tions 9 to latch over heads 6 on the catches 
5, to hold the machine to its support, when 
it is to be tilted, as in the usual type 
Writer desks, or transported. The bottom of 
each latch is provided with two flat edges, 

10 

5 

2 5 

30 

35 

40 

45 

55 

arranged at a slight angle to each other as 
shown in Figs. 3, 4 and 5. Each latch 7 may 
be held in normal position by a coiled com 
pression spring 10, which may extend across 
the bottom portion of the socket 4, and may 
be seated at one end in a depression 10 
formed in the wall of said socket, and at the 
opposite end in a depression 10 formed in 
the latch. This spring is not only inexpen 
sive, readily applied and effective, but, it 
will be seen, is, by reason of its inaccessible 
location, well protected against accident or 
injury. Moreover, the head 6 of the catch 
fills the socket 4, and therefore covers said 
spring, so that it is not liable to become 
clogged with dirt. A stop 17 may be formed 
on the latch to rest normally upon the sup 
port 3. The heads of said catches are bev 
eled, as shown, to facilitate their introduc 
tion into the sockets and to engage and dis 
place or cam aside the beveled ends 11 of 
the latches, as the machine is lowered onto 
its support. When the heads have slid past 
the latches, the hook portions 9 thereof snap 
over the heads to lock the machine in place. 
The heads 6 are conveniently located at the 
lower ends of the catches 5, and the hooks 9 
are undercut to fit into the dished upper 
faces 6 of the heads to enable the latches to 
grip the heads firmly when the machine is 
subjected to upward pull, so as to avoid lia 
bility of the latches being forced off from 
said heads. 
To remove the machine from its support, 

the operator simply inserts his fingers be 
tween the frame and the support 3 to lift 
the machine, and also depresses finger-pieces 
12 on the latches to rock the latter away 
from the catches and release the machine. 
The feet 2 of the same or of different ma 

chines may valry in height, and to adapt the 
lock to such machines, the catches are ad 
justably connected to the frame of the ma 
chine. For this purpose, the catches are 
threaded, as at 13, to screw up into threaded 
apertures in the lugs 14, formed on the sides 
of the base of the typewriting machine. 
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Lock nuts 15 are tightened against the frame 
1 to hold the catches where adjusted. The 
catches may be nicked or kerfed, as at 16, to 
permit the use of an adjusting tool. The 
catches may be individually adjusted to suit 
differences in the height of the feet on dif 
ferent sides of the same machine. 

Variations may be resorted to within the 
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Scope of the invention, and portions of the 
improvements may be used without others. 
Having thus described my invention, I 

claim: 
1. The combination with a base-board, of 

a type-writing machine frame, a catch ex 
tending downwardly from lugs on the sides 
of the base of said frame, a socket on said 
base-board located to receive said catch 
within the same and closely embracing said 
catch so as to determine the position of said 
machine frame, a latch having two flat edges 
arranged at an angle to each other pivotally 
mounted on one side of said socket and pro 
jecting into the interior thereof to engage 
said catch, ears, for securing said socket to 
said base-board, located solely on the oppo 
site side of said socket from said latch, leav 
ing said latch free to move into stopping 
engagement with said base-board, and a 
single spring located within said socket and 
engaging said latch to hold it in both its 
locked and unlocked positions with one or 
the other of its flat edges in engagement 
with the base board. 

2. The combination with a base-board, of 
a type-writing machine frame, a catch ex 
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90 
tending downwardly from lugs on the sides 
of the base of said frame, a socket on said 
base-board located to receive said catch with 
in the same and closely embracing said catch 
so as to determine the position of said ma 
chine frame, a latch pivotally mounted on 
one side of said socket and projecting into 
the interior thereof to engage said catch, and 
ears, for securing said socket to said base 
board, located solely on the opposite side of 
said socket from said latch, leaving said 
latch free to move into stopping engagement 
with said base-board; said catch having a 
dished head, and said latch having an under 
cut hook to prevent accidental mutual dis 
engagement. 

LORENZ L. PRITZL, 
Witnesses: 

K.FRANKFORT, 
C. RIPLEY. 
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