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BACKGROUND 

1. Field of Invention 30 
The present invention relates generally to the financial 

service and banking industries, and, more particularly, to 
systems, program products, and associated methods for pro 
viding a line of credit optimized for a retailer to a demand 
deposit account or a prepaid card. 35 

2. Background 
It is known that tens of millions of consumers in the United 

States have either limited or no access to traditional credit, 
either as a result of poor or limited credit history. It is known 
that tens of millions of consumers have demand deposit 40 
accounts (DDA) with overdraft protection, which allows 
them to borrow funds. It is further known that millions of 
prepaid cards are issued each year in the United States. It is 
also known that many of the customers of prepaid cards rely 
primarily on cash and a prepaid card account for their per- 45 
Sonal finances; these customers, for example, often do not 
have a traditional checking, savings, or other bank deposit 
account, and they usually do not write checks. It has been 
acknowledged by many that those without bank accounts and 
who often rely on prepaid cards, as well as those routinely 50 
using overdraft protection for short-term loans, may be under 
served. These customers are typically not easily able to access 
credit through traditional banking channels, though they may 
have an ongoing relationship with a prepaid card issuer, for 
example. 55 

Even when credit is available to these customers, the costs 
associated with traditional lending products, including inter 
est, fees, and penalties, are often expensive and can ultimately 
contribute to the financial situation that negatively impacts 
the consumer's access to credit. For example, a typical over- 60 
draft fee charged by a bank for “bounced’ check is often 
larger than the overdraft amount itself. 

SUMMARY OF INVENTION 
65 

In view of the foregoing, Applicants have recognized the 
costs associated with traditional lending products and the 

2 
structure of these costs, including interest, fees, and penalties, 
as sources of problems to consumers and also third parties 
who sell to these customers, e.g. retailers, or who might 
otherwise sell to these customers. For example, Applicants 
have recognized that customer funds spent on the costs asso 
ciated with traditional lending products, including interest, 
fees, and penalties, are unavailable to be spent on other goods 
and services. Moreover, costs can be very expensive for a 
small amount of credit because of the structure. For example, 
a S35 overdraft fee is very expensive for a S4 overdraft. In 
addition, Applicants have recognized a need for enhanced 
lending options, bank products, and prepaid card products 
optimized for a retailer so that a retailer can compete for these 
customer funds. The present invention provides embodiments 
of systems, program products, and methods for providing a 
line of credit, optimized for a retailer and attached to a 
demand deposit account or a prepaid card. 

According to embodiments of the present invention, a bank 
or other financial or lending institution can offer a customera 
line of credit optimized for a retailer. Funds from the line of 
credit are accessed in preselected loan increments, e.g., $20 
increments, with a customer fee and a retailer fee associated 
with each increment. In one embodiment of the present inven 
tion, the customer fee is zero (S0), and the retailerpays all fees 
associated with access to the line of credit, say, e.g., S2.50 per 
preselected loan increment, so that the customer has free 
access to draws against the line of credit for customer trans 
actions at the retailer. That is, the customer must repay the 
principle, but no interest or fees for a loan for a customer 
transaction at the retailer. 

In another embodiment of the present invention, the cus 
tomer pays only a portion of the fees associated with a draw 
from the line of credit for a customer transaction at the 
retailer, for example, S1.00 instead of a typical S2.50. That is, 
the customer receives a discount on the fee for a draw on a line 
of credit for customer transactions at a retailer. The retailer 
can pay the difference so that the sum of the retailer the and 
discounted customer fee equal the typical fee. For example, 
the retailer fee of S1.50 plus a discounted customer fee of 
S1.00 equal the S2.50 typical fee. Alternately, the sum of the 
retailer fee and discounted customer fee can be greater or less 
than the typical fee. For example, while the typical fee can be 
S2.50 per preselected loan increment of S20, the customer fee 
can be S1.00 and the retailer fee can be S1.00, for a sum of 
S2.00, which is less than the typical the of S2.50. In another 
example, the discounted customer fee can be $2.00 and the 
retailer fee can be S1.00, for a sum of $3.00, which is greater 
than the typical fee of $2.50. 

In yet another embodiment of the present invention, the 
total available line of credit for the customer is decremented 
by the value of the customer fee as part of the customer 
transaction, but later is incremented by the value of the 
retailer fee to thereby define a rebate to the customer of the 
retailer fee. 
The benefits of the embodiments of the present invention to 

the customer include, for example, providing a short-term 
borrowing alternative that is more cost effective than other 
expensive financial service products, such as overdraft pro 
tection and payday loans, and more convenient to consumers. 
Embodiments of a line of credit, however, can still be moni 
tored, controlled and managed by a bank or other regulated 
financial or lending institution, which can be a significant 
benefit from the perspective of the customer, regulators, and 
public opinion through consumer activists. To the customer, 
the benefits of the embodiments of the present invention also 
include free or discounted access to credit. To the retailer, the 
benefits of the embodiments of the present invention include 
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reducing the effective price of customer purchases at the 
retailer and also the promotional value of these discounts. As 
understood by those skilled in the arts, the advertising value 
of free credit is substantial. 

Furthermore, the retailer benefits from additional sales and 
profits enabled by the embodiments of the present invention. 
For example, according to one embodiment of the present 
invention, a retailer sells an item to a customer for S10. The 
item costs the retailer S6 and has a S4 mark-up. If the cus 
tomer transaction for this item requires the customer's bor 
rowing of a preselected loan increment of S20 with a cus 
tomerfee of S0 and retailer fee of S2.50, then the retailer earns 
an additional S10 in sales and S1.50 in profits through this 
transaction. The S1.50 profit is the S4 mark-up for the item 
minus the $2.50 fee paid by the retailer. The effect of the 
embodiments of the present invention is to lower the profit 
margin, in this example from 40% to 15% (or S4 per S10 of 
sales to S1.50 per S10 of sales), for customer transactions 
involving embodiments of the present invention, while pre 
serving the profit margin for other customer transactions as 
understood by those skilled in the art. Therefore, the embodi 
ments of the present invention target a discount to customer 
transactions where creditor financing is needed or useful, and 
advantageously do not provide a general discount or price 
reduction. 

According to other embodiments of the present invention, 
a predetermined portion of the total available line of credit can 
be, for example, reserved for customer transactions associ 
ated with the retailer. That is, the customer has an increase in 
available credit from the line of credit for transactions asso 
ciated with the retailer. For example, according to an embodi 
ment of the present invention, the total available line of credit 
is S300, with S200 reserved for customer transactions at the 
retailer and S100 generally available. According to embodi 
ments of the present invention, the portion of credit reserved 
for customer transactions at the retailer can include different 
fee amounts received by the financial institution, e.g., the 
bank, as discussed above, and a different risk assessment 
from the portion of credit generally available. As understood 
by those skilled in the art, the different risk assessment for the 
portion of credit reserved for customer transactions at the 
retailer from the portion of credit generally available can be 
due to the source of payment of the fees, the nature of cus 
tomer transactions at the retailer, or other causes. For the 
credit reserved for transactions at the retailer, the retailer, not 
the customer, is the Source of payment for all or a portion of 
the fees. In addition, if the retailer is a casino, the risk assess 
ment can be different than a general customer transaction; 
likewise, if the retailer is a store that features work shoes and 
uniforms for hospital employees, the risk assessment can be 
different than a general customer transaction as understood 
by those skilled in the art. 

Embodiments of the present invention can, for example, 
provide access to a line of credit and advance funds within an 
authorization stream for a proposed transaction. For example, 
a customer goes to a retailer and proposes to purchase S22 in 
goods using a prepaid card; the balance on the prepaid card is 
only S7. The customer, however, has an established line of 
credit for the prepaid card with a financial institution, e.g., a 
bank, for S150, with a total credit available of S130. Within 
the authorization stream for the proposed transaction, 
embodiments of the present invention can determine to 
advance funds through the line of credit to the customer 
account for the customer transaction, allowing the customer 
to purchase the items from the retailer without having to leave 
the store. Moreover, because draws, for example, are avail 
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4 
able in preselected increments, customers are not forced to 
borrow amounts that exceed their borrowing needs. 

Alternately, embodiments of the present invention can pro 
vide funds in advance of purchase to the customer account 
responsive to a request, which can conveniently include a 
written correspondence from the customer, a customer selec 
tion on a website, a telephone conversation with an interactive 
voice response unit (IVRU), a telephone conversation with a 
customer service representative, an interaction using mobile 
phone, or a combination of these as understood by those 
skilled in the art, allowing a customer to obtain financing 
without the need to walk into a brick and mortar location. In 
this model of an embodiment of the present invention, for 
example, a customer transaction at the retailer can later be 
reported to the financial institution, e.g., a bank, so that a fee 
rebate for an eligible transaction can be applied to the appro 
priate line of credit balance accordingly. 

Embodiments of the present invention provide, for 
example, for establishing a line of credit with a financial 
institution, e.g., a bank, which can include the customer opt 
ing in to a program with the financial institution through an 
interface access device providing access to a line of credit 
product, e.g., a computer display device, a kiosk, Such as 
located at a retail store, a point of sale terminal, an IVRU, a 
call center, a cellphone, a personal digital assistant (PDA), 
on-line sensors, or other access interfaces as understood by 
those skilled in the art. A line of credit amount, for example, 
can be established based on direct deposit data and prese 
lected underwriting formula, as understood by those skilled in 
the art, that use the amount of direct deposits, among other 
factors and data, to determine the size of the credit line avail 
able. 

For example, according to an embodiment of a computer 
implemented method of advancing funds using a prepaid card 
to a customer of a retailer, the computer-implemented method 
includes establishing a retailer-optimized line of credit with a 
financial institution, e.g., a bank, for a prepaid card of a 
customer of retailer responsive to customerunderwriting data 
and predetermined qualification parameters to thereby con 
vert customer underwriting data into line of credit data. The 
computer-implemented method also includes determining 
whether to advance funds through the line of credit for a 
customer transaction and loading the prepaid card with one or 
more preselected loan increments of funds to thereby convert 
line of credit data into a value associated with the prepaid card 
to thereby fund the customer transaction. The preselected 
increments, e.g., S20, for example, can be less than a total 
available line of credit, e.g., S300, for a customer having an 
established line of credit with the financial institution, e.g., 
the bank. The computer-implemented method further 
includes decrementing the total available line of credit, e.g., 
S300, by the one or more preselected increments, e.g., $20, 
provided for the customer transaction and a predetermined 
fee amount, e.g., $2.50 or S0, for each of the one or more 
preselected increments loaded on the prepaid card. The com 
puter-implemented method also includes determining a value 
of a retailer fee, to be paid by the retailer, having a predeter 
mined amount, e.g., S2, for each of the one or more prese 
lected loan increments loaded on the prepaid card. 

In an embodiment of a program product stored in one or 
more tangible computer readable media and readable by a 
computer, for example, the program product can operate to 
perform the following instructions when read by the com 
puter: establishing a retailer-optimized line of credit attached 
to a customer account, e.g., a prepaid card account, of a 
customer of a retailer responsive to customer underwriting 
data and predetermined qualification parameters; determin 
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ing whether to advance funds through the line of credit for a 
customer transaction; advancing funds in one or more prese 
lected loan increments for the customer transaction, e.g., 
loading the prepaid card, the preselected loan increments 
being less than a total available line of credit with the bank; 
decrementing the total available line of credit by the cumu 
lative amount of the one or more preselected loan increments 
provided for the customer transaction and by a predetermined 
customer fee amount for each of the one or more preselected 
loan increments; and determining a value of a retailer fee, to 
be paid by the retailer, having a predetermined amount for 
each of the one or more preselected loan increments 
advanced. 
An embodiment of a system to advance funds to a customer 

of a retailer, for example, includes a plurality of customer 
access interface devices and a remote computer server posi 
tioned to provide communication with each of the plurality of 
customer access interface devices, being associated with a 
financial institution, and having memory. The system also 
includes program product stored in the memory of the com 
puter server so that the program product operates to perform 
the instructions of establishing a line of credit attached to a 
customer account with the financial institution for a customer 
of a retailer through at least one of the plurality of access 
interface devices with the remote computer server, the line of 
credit optimized for a retailer, at least one access interface 
device being defined to provide access to a line of credit 
product of the financial institution to interface with a potential 
customer to establish the line of credit: determining whether 
to advance funds through the line of credit for a customer 
transaction; initiating provision of only one or more prese 
lected increments of funds for the customer transaction, e.g., 
advancing funds in one or more preselected loan increments 
to the customer account to thereby convert line of credit data 
into a value associated with the customer account to thereby 
fund the customer transaction, a cumulative amount of the 
one or more preselected loan increments being less than a 
total available line of credit for a customer having an estab 
lished line of credit with the financial institution; decrement 
ing the total available line of credit by the cumulative amount 
of the one or more preselected loan increments provided for 
the customer transaction and by a predetermined customer 
fee amount for each of the one or more preselected loan 
increments; and determining a value of a retailer fee to be paid 
by the retailer, the retailer fee having a predetermined amount 
for each of the one or more preselected loan increments. The 
system can also include a plurality of point of sale terminals 
associated with a plurality of retailers, each point of sale 
terminal having a processor and memory, and a second com 
puter associated with a customer prepaid card account defin 
ing a prepaid card processor. The prepaid card processor is in 
communication with the financial institution computer server 
and the plurality of point of sale terminals through an elec 
tronic communications network. The prepaid card processor 
has memory and is positioned to process an authorization 
request for a proposed purchase of one or more items from a 
point of sale terminal. 

Embodiments of the present invention also allow the com 
bining of product enhancements with other complimentary 
enhancements and can continue to provide significantly 
improved services and credit products by banking or other 
financial institutions with the conveniences of traditional 
banking products in order to increase sales, profits, and 
financing options at a participating retailer. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS 

So that the manner in which the features and benefits of the 
invention, as well as others which will become apparent, may 
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6 
be understood in more detail, a more particular description of 
the invention briefly summarized above may be had by refer 
ence to the embodiments thereof which are illustrated in the 
appended drawings, which form a part of this specification. It 
is also to be noted, however, that the drawings illustrate only 
various embodiments of the invention and are therefore not to 
be considered limiting of the invention's scope as it may 
include other effective embodiments as well. 

FIG. 1 is a flow diagram of a method of advancing funds 
using a prepaid card to a customer of a retailer according to an 
embodiment of the present invention; 

FIG. 2 is a flow diagram of a method of advancing funds to 
a customer of a retailer according to an embodiment of the 
present invention; 

FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram of a system to advance funds 
to a customer of a retailer according to an embodiment of the 
present invention; 

FIG. 4 is a schematic diagram of a computer server having 
program product stored in memory thereof according to an 
embodiment of the present invention; 

FIG. 5 is a schematic diagram of a computer server having 
program product stored in memory thereof according to 
another embodiment of the present invention; 

FIG. 6 is a schematic diagram of a system to advance funds 
to a customer of a retailer according to an embodiment of the 
present invention; 

FIG. 7 is a schematic diagram of loan set up flow according 
to embodiments of the present invention; 

FIG. 8 is a schematic front elevational view of an embodi 
ment of an access interface of a program product and system 
in the form of a graphical user interface of a display of a 
computer according to an embodiment of the present inven 
tion; 

FIG.9 is a schematic diagram of a payroll processor system 
according to an embodiment of the present invention; 

FIG. 10 is a schematic diagram of a program product 
according to an embodiment of the present invention; 

FIGS. 11A and 11B are respective front and back plan 
views of a prepaid card according to an embodiment of the 
present invention; and 

FIG. 12 is a front plan view of a display screen of a com 
puter displaying an excerpt of an account activity statement 
according to an embodiment of the present invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF INVENTION 

The present invention will now be described more fully 
hereinafter with reference to the accompanying drawings, 
which illustrate embodiments of the invention. This invention 
may, however, be embodied in many different forms and 
should not be construed as limited to the illustrated embodi 
ments set forth herein; rather, these embodiments are pro 
vided so that this disclosure will be thorough and complete, 
and will fully convey the scope of the invention to those 
skilled in the art. Like numbers refer to like elements through 
Out. 

As illustrated in FIGS. 1-12, embodiments of systems 300, 
601, program products 401, 501, 1000, and methods 100, 
200, e.g., computerized methods, of the present invention can 
be provided through an electronic communication network 
309 such as a global communication network like the Inter 
net, World WideWeb, or Web 2.0, through a banking type of 
network, or through a retail, customer or intranet type of 
network as understood by those skilled in the art. Program 
products 401, 501, 1000, for example, can be stored on a 
computer server 307, 403, 503 at bank or financial institution 
603, can have memory, and be accessible by a plurality of 
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computers 301, and each can have their own respective 
memory 304C, as well as operating system and browsing 
software 304E or program product as desired and as under 
stood by those skilled in the art, at bank customer locations, 
e.g., customer homes, office, and retail locations. 5 

Embodiments of the provide invention provide various 
ways to establish a line of credit, including the customer 
opting in to a program with a bank through a written corre 
spondence from the customer, a customer selection on a web 
site, a telephone conversation with an interactive Voice 10 
response unit (IVRU), a telephone conversation with a cus 
tomer service representative, a mobile phone, or a combina 
tion as understood by those skilled in the art. When launched 
as an accessible website, for example, the website can provide 
various Software based program product segments, as will be 15 
understood by those skilled in the art, from which bank prod 
ucts are accessible or downloadable (see, e.g. FIG. 3). The 
website preferably includes secure site pages or portions, as 
understood by those skilled in the art, as financial and per 
Sonal data on or for customers may be provided by a customer. 20 
As described herein, the website in an exemplary embodi 
ment includes bank account, bank card, or prepaid card man 
agement capabilities as understood by those skilled in the art 
to enhance qualification of customers and tracking of cus 
tomer usage data or history. By including this feature, 25 
embodiments of other program products, methods, and sys 
tems can be enhanced and provided. 

In an embodiment of the present invention involving estab 
lishing a line of credit from a bank or other financial institu 
tion for a customer of a retailer, the bank can require or define, 30 
for example, the following initial qualification parameters for 
a customer: (1) customer should be a prepaid card customer; 
(2) customer should provide employment and wage verifica 
tion through a direct deposit history; (3) customer should 
authorize bank initiated withdrawals from their prepaid card; 35 
and (4) customer should have a history of at least one elec 
tronic deposit. Embodiments can include converting Such 
underwriting data into line of credit data. In addition, the 
following on-going criteria, for example, should be met in an 
example embodiment: (1) customer's card account should be 40 
in good standing, not overdrawn, cancelled, or in default of 
the customer agreement; and (2) customer should continue to 
initiate electronic deposits to the card. The bank or financial 
institution, for example, may elect to make the accountineli 
gible for a line of credit if an electronic deposit ceases. The 45 
bank or financial institution can have a dedicated program 
manager qualify, approve, or authorize a customer or can use 
program product stored in memory to make Sure the criteria or 
parameters are satisfied or meet certain thresholds as selected 
by the bank or financial institution. 50 

For example, as illustrated in FIG. 7, a customer C can go 
on-line through a computer or IVRU 22 in a system 20 to 
register at a website using a program product according to 
embodiments of the present invention and launched from a 
server, e.g., at a loan processor, underwriting organization, 55 
bank, lending institution, other financial institution, payroll 
processing company, or other entity which can provide the 
line of credit product, among others, as will be understood by 
those skilled in the art. The form or qualification parameters 
can be consistent with one or more underwriting organiza- 60 
tions or institutions or set/defined by the bank or financial or 
lending institution. 
As understood by those skilled in the art, a loan, micro 

loan, repayment, line of credit, or other type of payment 
processor, such as provided by First Data Corporation, Total 65 
Systems Services, Inc., Fidelity National Information, Inc., or 
as custom developed by a bank, a financial institution, or 

8 
other organization, operates to provide a customer interface 
on a line of credit or micro-loan request (see, e.g., access 
interface 800 of FIG. 8 in the form of a computer display 
having a graphical user interface) and determines and decides 
whether a potential or existing customer qualifies for a line of 
credit product. First Data Corporation, formerly First Data 
Resources, is a transaction processing company, including 
prepaid cards, and is headquartered in Greenwood Village, 
Colo., as understood by those skilled in the art. With head 
quarters located in Columbus, Ga., Total System Services, 
Inc. provides electronic payment services to financial institu 
tions and companies, including consumer-finance, credit, 
debit, healthcare, loyalty, prepaid, chip and mobile payments, 
as understood by those skilled in the art. Headquartered in 
Jacksonville, Fla., Fidelity National Information, Inc. pro 
vides core processing for financial institutions, including card 
issuer, transaction processing, and outsourcing services to 
financial institutions and retailers, as understood by those 
skilled in the art. The line of credit or loan processor 319, for 
example, can be outsourced by a bank if desired, and numer 
ous different loan processors or entities that handle this func 
tion can be used as well (see, e.g., FIG.3 with computer server 
319 handling the payment processor and interface access 
roles for customer lines of credit 321, for example). If the 
customer qualifies, the credentials can be passed to a bank 
computer or other financial institution computer 307, and 
then a flag, code, notation, or other identifier can be associ 
ated with a customer's profile in a database 308 so that when 
the customer desires to access the line of credit, e.g., through 
a customer purchase transaction using the prepaid card, the 
process acknowledges the identifier to then allow incremental 
micro-loans on the line of credit to be granted as described 
herein. Notably, often a loan or other type of payment pro 
cessor is card processor specific, and in this instance, a dedi 
cated card processor (see, e.g., prepaid card processor 315 in 
FIG. 3, and this processor likewise can be associated with 
computers and have a customer prepaid card account 317 
associated with or processed thereby as understood by those 
skilled in the art) can be used, but also as shown in FIG. 7 and 
described further in U.S. Provisional patent application Ser. 
No. 61/029,975 titled “Methods To Advance Loan Proceeds 
on Prepaid Cards, Associated Systems and Computer Pro 
gram Products' filed on Feb. 20, 2008 and incorporated 
herein by reference methods can be used as well to handle 
card interface to a variety of card processors (including, e.g., 
Metavante Corporation ("Metavante') of Milwaukee, Wis.), 
as understood by those skilled in the art. 
The customer transaction using a prepaid card, for 

example, can then cause the request for the loan advance 
through the line of credit processor 30 or other payment 
processor. The credit processor 30 then posts notification of 
the micro-loan request through an application program inter 
face (API) to post the loan advance in real time through an 
API Router 32 as understood by those skilled in the art. The 
API Router 32 passes the request through a security firewall 
35 which passes the request through the API to a card proces 
Sor 42 and particular processor API 44, Such as, Metavante. 
The request data can be compared to flat files 46, 60, 70, e.g., 
data files that have no structural relationship as understood by 
those skilled in theart, or flat files database so that the bank or 
financial institution reconciles the loan transaction with the 
customer's line of credit or other account 62. Some card 
processors, for example, provide additional processor inter 
faces or allow development of additional processor inter 
faces, as understood by those skilled in the art, (see, e.g., API 
to Program Manager 52). Program manager operations, for 
example, can be provided by various financial Solution/pro 
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gram management companies, such as AccountNow of San 
Ramon, Calif., as understood by those skilled in the art. A 
program manager 54, a card processor API 56, and a card 
processor 58 can be used by the credit processor or other 
payment processor for a customer transaction as understood 
by those skilled in the art. 

Embodiments of the present invention include, for 
example, a line of credit product from a bank, a financial 
institution, or a lending institution; the line of credit provides 
funds in preselected loan increments, e.g. S20 increments, to 
a customer. Each preselected loan increment accessed can 
generate a predetermined customer fee and a predetermined 
retailer fee. For example, in an embodiment of the present 
invention, the customer fee is Zero (SO), and the retailer pays 
all fees associated with access to the line of credit, say, e.g. 
S2.50 per preselected loan increment. In this example, the 
customer has free access to draws against the line of credit for 
customer transactions at the retailer. That is, the customer 
must repay the principle, but no interest or fees for a loan for 
a customer transaction at the retailer. 

In another embodiment of the present invention, the cus 
tomer receives a discount on the fee for a draw on a line of 
credit for customer transactions at the retailer. That is, the 
predetermined customer fee amount for each of the one or 
more preselected loan increments for a customer transaction 
is a first amount if the customer transaction is associated with 
the retailer and is a second amount if the customer transaction 
is not associated with the retailer, the second amount being 
greater than the first amount, to thereby define a fee discount 
by the retailer. In this embodiment, the customer pays only a 
portion of the fees associated with a draw from the line of 
credit for a customer transaction at the retailer, for example, 
S1.00 instead of typical S2.50. In this embodiment the retailer 
also pays a fee, and the sum of the customer fee and the 
retailer fee may be greater than, less than, or equal to the 
typical fee for access to the line of credit for a transaction not 
associated with the retailer, as understood by those skilled in 
the art. 

In yet another embodiment of the present invention, the 
bank or financial institution provides the value of the retailer 
fee to the customeras a rebate. That is, the total available line 
of credit is incremented by the value of the retailer fee to 
thereby define a rebate to the customer. Advantageously, this 
embodiment allows the access to funds conveniently to occur 
in advance of a purchase; later a customer transaction at the 
retailer can be reported to the financial institution, e.g., the 
bank, so that a fee rebate for an eligible transaction can be 
applied to the appropriate line of credit balance. 

Embodiments of the present invention can provide funds in 
advance of purchase responsive to a request. The request for 
an advance can involve a written correspondence from the 
customer, a customer selection on a website, a telephone 
conversation with an interactive voice response unit (IVRU), 
a telephone conversation with a customer service representa 
tive, an interaction using mobile phone, or a combination of 
these as understood by those skilled in the art, allowing a 
customer to obtain financing without the need to walk into a 
brick and mortar location. Alternately, embodiments of the 
present invention can, for example, provide access to a line of 
credit within an authorization stream for a proposed transac 
tion, allowing the customer to access funds to purchase items 
from a retailer without having to leave the store and without 
having to request funds in advance. According to embodi 
ments of the present invention, determining whether to 
advance funds through the line of credit for a customer trans 
action can occur within an authorization stream for a pro 
posed transaction and can include receiving proposed trans 
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10 
action data by the financial institution computer from a card 
reader device associated with a point of sale terminal respon 
sive to the card reader device reading data from a card asso 
ciated with the customer account and modifying the data to 
include point of sale data. 
The benefits of the embodiments of the present invention to 

the customer include, for example, a short-term borrowing 
alternative that is more cost effective than other expensive 
financial service products, with greater convenience. The 
benefits further include free or discounted access to credit, in 
advance of purchase or within an authorization stream. More 
over, because draws, for example, are available in preselected 
increments, customers are not forced to borrow amounts that 
exceed their borrowing needs. 
To the retailer, the benefits of the embodiments of the 

present invention include reducing the effective price of cus 
tomer purchases at the retailer and also the promotional value 
of these discounts. The promotional value of being able to 
advertise free credit is substantial as understood by those 
skilled in the arts. Furthermore, the retailer benefits from 
additional sates and profits enabled by the embodiments of 
the present invention. For example, according to one embodi 
ment of the present invention, a retailer sells an item to a 
customer for S10. The item costs the retailer S6 and has a S4 
mark-up. If the customer transaction for this item requires the 
customer's borrowing of a preselected loan increment of $20 
with a customer fee of S0 and retailer fee of S2.50, then the 
retailer earns an additional S10 in sales and S1.50 in profits 
through this transaction. The S1.50 profit is the S4 mark-up 
for the item minus the S2.50 fee paid by the retailer. The effect 
of the embodiments of the present invention is to lower the 
profit margin, in this example from 40% to 15% (or $4 per S10 
of sales to S1.50 per S10 of sales), for customer transactions 
involving embodiments of the present invention, while pre 
serving the profit margin for other customer transactions as 
understood by those skilled in the art. Therefore, the embodi 
ments of the present invention target a discount to customer 
transactions where creditor financing is needed or useful, and 
advantageously do not provide a general discount or price 
reduction. 

In an example of another embodiment of the present inven 
tion, a customer receives a loan advance of S200 and pur 
chases S190 of goods from the retailer. If the cost of goods to 
the retailer for the purchase is S125 and the retailer loan fees 
associated with the advance is S20 (e.g., S2 per S20 loan 
increment for 10 increments), then the gross profit for the 
transaction is $45 (S190-S125-S20=S45) even with the loan 
fees included. To the extent that access to the line of credit is 
necessary for such transactions, the revenue (S190) and gross 
profit (S45) represent new sales, additive to the retailers 
existing business, as understood by those skilled in the art. 

Embodiments of the present invention can include an 
increase in available credit from the line of credit for trans 
actions associated with the retailer so that a predetermined 
portion of the total available line of credit is reserved for 
customer transactions associated with the retailer. For 
example, the total available line of credit is S300, with S200 
reserved for customer transactions at the retailer and S100 
generally available. 

Products providing embodiments of the present invention 
can vary by retailer, offer, program, prepaid card holder, 
cardholder election, promotion, public acceptance and recep 
tion, location, season, and other criteria as understood by 
those skilled in the art. 
An embodiment of a system 300 to advance funds to a 

customer of a retailer, as illustrated in FIGS. 3-12, for 
example, includes a plurality of customer access interface 
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devices 301 and a remote computer server 307 is associated 
with a financial institution and positioned to provide commu 
nication with each of the plurality of customer access inter 
face devices 301. Each customer computer 301 can include, 
for example, input-output I/O devices 304A; one or more 
processors 304B; memory 304C, such as, computer readable 
media; and a display 304D. The memory 304C of the cus 
tomer computer 301 can include an Internet browser 304E, a 
computer application used for accessing sites or information 
on a network, as understood by those skilled in the art. The 
financial institution computer 307 can include, for example, 
input-output I/O devices 306A; one or more processors 306B; 
memory 306C. Such as, computer readable media; and a 
display 306D. The memory 306C of the financial institution 
computer 307 can include a computer program product 401 as 
described herein and can include, for example, one or more 
databases containing account data files 308. The system also 
includes program product 401, 501, 1000 stored in the 
memory of the computer server so that the program product 
operates to perform the instructions of establishing a line of 
credit attached to a customer account at the financial institu 
tion for a customer of a retailer through at least one of the 
plurality of access interface devices with the remote computer 
server responsive to customer underwriting data and prede 
termined qualification parameters to thereby convert cus 
tomer underwriting data into line of credit data, the line of 
credit optimized for a retailer, at least one access interface 
device being defined to provide access to a line of credit 
product of the financial institution to interface with a potential 
customer to establish the line of credit: determining whether 
to advance funds through the line of credit for a customer 
transaction; initiating provision of only one or more prese 
lected increments of funds to the customer account to thereby 
convert line of credit data into a value associated with the 
customer account to thereby fund the customer transaction, a 
cumulative amount of the one or more preselected loan incre 
ments being less than a total available line of credit for a 
customer having an established line of credit with the finan 
cial institution; decrementing the total available line of credit 
by the cumulative amount of the one or more preselected loan 
increments provided for the customer transaction and by a 
predetermined customer fee amount for each of the one or 
more preselected loan increments; and determining a value of 
a retailer fee to be paid by the retailer, the retailer fee having 
a predetermined amount for each of the one or more prese 
lected loan increments loaded on the prepaid card. The sys 
tem 300 can also include, for example, a plurality of point of 
sale computers 313 associated with a plurality of retailers 
311. Each point of sale computer 313 can include, for 
example, input-output I/O devices 314A; one or more pro 
cessors 314B; memory 314C, such as, computer readable 
media. The system 300 further includes a plurality of card 
readers 312 associated with the plurality of point of sale 
computers 313. Each card reader 312 has a processor defining 
an acquiring processor. Prepaid card data can be read by 
Swiping the card through a slot 310C past a reading head of a 
card reader 312. The card reader 312 can also include a 
display 310A and input/output (I/O) devices 310B, e.g., a 
keypad. The system 300 can also include, for example, a line 
of credit processor or loan processor computer 319 (see also 
30 in FIG. 7). A loan processor computer 319 can include, for 
example, input-output I/O devices 320A; one or more pro 
cessors 320B; memory 320C, such as, computer readable 
media. The line of credit or loan processor 319, for example, 
can be outsourced by a bank if desired, and numerous differ 
ent loan processors or entities that handle this function can be 
used as well, as understood by those skilled in the art. The 
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12 
system 300 can also include, for example, a computer asso 
ciated with a customer prepaid card account 317 defining a 
prepaid card processor 315. The prepaid card processor 315 
has a memory 316C and is positioned to process an authori 
Zation request for a proposed purchase of one or more items 
from a point of sale terminal. The prepaid card processor 315 
can include, for example, input-output I/O devices 316A: one 
or more processors 316B; and memory 316C, such as, com 
puter readable media. The memory 316C of the customer 
computer 301 can include stored and manipulated data 
regarding a customer prepaid card account 317. The prepaid 
card processor 315 is in communication with the financial 
institution computer server 307 and the plurality of point of 
sale terminals 313 through an electronic communications 
network 309. As understood by those skilled in the art, the 
electronic communication network 309 can be a global com 
munications network like the Internet, World Wide Web, or 
Web 2.0; a banking type of network; or a retail, customer or 
intranet type of network. 

Embodiments of the present invention include, for 
example, a retailer-paid Subsidy for a customer loan from a 
bank or other financial institution, as illustrated in FIG. 6. 
Traditionally, a bank 603 can offer a customer 605 funds from 
a line of credit 609 in exchange for repayment of the loan and 
fees 613. In addition, a retailer 607 can offer a customer 605 
goods and services 617 in exchange for funds 611. According 
to embodiments of the present invention, a retailer 607 can 
also offer to pay loan fees 615 to the bank 603 to facilitate or 
subsidize the bank 603 offering funds from a line of credit to 
the customer. Advantageously, payment of the loan fees 615 
by the retailer 607 corresponds to a transaction between the 
customer 605 and the retailer 607. The offer to pay loan fees 
involves, as understood by those skilled in the art, a line of 
credit or overdraft product by a bank or financial institution 
optimized for the retailer. 

In an embodiment of a computer-implemented method 100 
of advancing funds using a prepaid card to a customer of a 
retailer, as illustrated in FIG. 1, the computer-implemented 
method 100 includes establishing from a bank a line of credit 
for a prepaid card of a customer responsive to customer 
underwriting data and predetermined qualification param 
eters, where the line of credit is optimized for a retailer 103. 
The computer-implemented method 100 also includes deter 
mining whether to advance funds through the line of credit for 
a customer transaction 105 and loading the prepaid card with 
one or more preselected loan increments of funds for the 
customer transaction 107 to thereby convert line of credit data 
into a value associated with a prepaid card so that the value 
associated with the prepaid card is exchanged for goods. The 
preselected increments, e.g., S20, for example, can be less 
than a total available line of credit, e.g., S300, for a customer 
having an established line of credit with the bank. The com 
puter-implemented method 100 further includes decrement 
ing the total available line of credit, e.g., S300, by the one or 
more preselected increments, e.g., S20, provided for the cus 
tomer transaction and a predetermined fee amount, e.g., $2.50 
or S0, for each of the one or more preselected increments 
loaded on the prepaid card 109. The computer-implemented 
method 100 also includes determining a value of a retailer fee, 
to be paid by the retailer, having a predetermined amount, 
e.g., S2, for each of the one or more preselected loan incre 
ments loaded on the prepaid card 111. The computer-imple 
mented method 100 can further include, for example, incre 
menting the total available line of credit by the value of the 
retailer fee to thereby define a rebate to the customer 113. 

In an embodiment of a computer-implemented method 200 
of advancing funds using a prepaid card to a customer of a 
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retailer, as illustrated in FIG. 2, the computer-implemented 
method 200 includes establishing from a financial institution, 
e.g., a bank, a line of credit for a customer responsive to 
customer underwriting data and predetermined qualification 
parameters to thereby convert customer underwriting data 
into line of credit data, where the line of credit is optimized for 
a retailer 203. The computer-implemented method 200 also 
includes determining whether to advance funds through the 
line of credit for a customer transaction 205 and providing 
only one or more preselected loan increments of hinds for the 
customer transaction 107 to the customer account to thereby 
convert line of credit data into a value associated with the 
customer account to thereby fund the customer transaction. 
The preselected increments, e.g., $20, for example, can be 
less than a total available line of credit, e.g., S300, for a 
customer having an established line of credit with the bank. 
The computer-implemented method 200 further includes 
decrementing the total available line of credit, e.g., S300, by 
the one or more preselected increments, e.g., S20, provided 
for the customer transaction and a predetermined fee amount, 
e.g., S2.50 or S0, for each of the one or more preselected 
increments 209. The computer-implemented method 200 also 
includes determining a value of a retailer fee, to be paid by the 
retailer, having a predetermined amount, e.g., S2, for each of 
the one or more preselected loan increments 211. 

Embodiments of the present invention can also include 
overdraft protection products or programs, with draws based 
on actual amounts spent or from a line of credit occurring in 
preselected increments, e.g. S20 increments, with a customer 
and retailer fee associated with each increment, to satisfy an 
overdraft of a checking account, deposit account, or other 
bank account as understood by those skilled in the art. An 
overdraft protection product can be associated with the first 
bank offering the line of credit or a second bank that has 
integrated the product as understood by those skilled in the 
art. 

In an embodiment of a program product 401 Stored in one 
or more tangible computer readable media 405 and readable 
by a computer 403, as illustrated in FIG. 4, for example, the 
program product 401 can operate to perform the various 
instructions 407 when read by the computer 403. The pro 
gram product establishes a retailer-optimized line of credit 
from a bank for a prepaid card of a customer of a retailer 409 
responsive to customer underwriting data and predetermined 
qualification parameters to thereby convert customer under 
writing data into line of credit data. The program product 
determines whether to advance funds through the line of 
credit for a customer transaction 411 and then loads the pre 
paid card with one or more preselected loan increments of 
funds for the customer transaction to the customer account to 
thereby convert line of credit data into a value associated with 
the customer account to thereby fund the customer transac 
tion, the preselected loan increments being less than a total 
available line of credit with the bank 413. The program prod 
uct decrements the total available line of credit by the cumu 
lative amount of the one or more preselected loan increments 
provided for the customer transaction and by a predetermined 
customer fee amount for each of the one or more preselected 
loan increments loaded on the prepaid card 415. The program 
product determines a value of a retailer fee, to be paid by the 
retailer, having a predetermined amount for each of the one or 
more preselected loan increments loaded on the prepaid card 
417. The program product can further increment the total 
available line of credit by the value of the retailer fee to 
thereby define a rebate to the customer. 

In another embodiment of a program product 501 stored in 
one or more tangible computer readable media 505 and read 
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able by a computer 503, as illustrated in FIG. 5, for example, 
the program product 501 can operate to perform instructions 
507, such as establishing a retailer-optimized line of credit 
from a bank for a customer of a retailer 509 responsive to 
customer underwriting data and predetermined qualification 
parameters to thereby convert customer underwriting data 
into line of credit data, determining whether to advance funds 
through the line of credit for a customer transaction 511, 
providing only one or more preselected loan increments of 
funds for the customer transaction to the customer account, 
the preselected loan increments being less than a total avail 
able line of credit with the bank 513, decrementing the total 
available line of credit by the cumulative amount of the one or 
more preselected loan increments provided for the customer 
transaction and by a predetermined customer fee amount for 
each of the one or more preselected loan increments 515, and 
determining a value of a retailer fee, to be paid by the retailer, 
having a predetermined amount for each of the one or more 
preselected loan increments 517. 
A person having ordinary skill in the art will recognize that 

various types of memory are readable by a computer Such as 
described herein, e.g., bank computer, computer server, 
financial institution computer, prepaid card processors, or 
other computers with embodiments of the present invention. 
Examples of computer readable media include but are not 
limited to: nonvolatile, hard-coded type media Such as read 
only memories (ROMs), CD-ROMs, and DVD-ROMs, or 
erasable, electrically programmable read only memories 
(EEPROMs), recordable type media such as floppy disks, 
hard disk drives, CD-R/RWs, DVD-RAMs, DVD-R/RWs, 
DVD+R/RWs, flash drives, memory sticks, and other newer 
types of memories, and transmission type media such as 
digital and analog communication links. For example, Such 
media can include operating instructions, as well as instruc 
tions related to the system and the method steps described 
above and can operate on a computer. It will be understood by 
those skilled in the art that such media can be at other loca 
tions instead of or in addition to the locations described to 
store program products, e.g., including Software, thereon. 
Embodiments of a system to advance hinds to a customer, for 
example, can include a plurality of customer access interface 
devices as illustrated and described herein and one or more 
remote computer servers positioned to provide communica 
tion with each of the plurality of customer access interface 
devices and being associated with a financial institution. Each 
of these computer servers, for example, can having one or 
more of these various types of memory as understood by 
those skilled in the art. 

Embodiments of the present invention can, for example, 
include repayment of at least portions of the line of credit 
responsive to a Subsequent direct deposit received for cus 
tomer's benefit by the bank so that the repayment of the at 
least portions of the line of credit is deducted from the sub 
sequent direct deposit. That is, loans made under a line of 
credit can be repaid out of the proceeds of a direct deposit. 
Recurring direct deposits include, for example, employer 
payroll funds, federal or state government electronic benefits 
payments, annuities, dividends, interest payments, lottery 
winnings, royalty payments, and other streams of payments 
as understood by one skilled in the art. Repayment embodi 
ments also include decrementing a designated direct deposit 
from the demand deposit account at a second financial insti 
tution, e.g., a second bank, for repayment of at least portions 
of the line of credit. 

Embodiments of systems, program products, and com 
puter-implemented methods of the present invention can 
include, for example, for Substantially all programs if desired, 
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features such as any repayment of draws on the line of credit 
can be automatically collected from the next electronic 
deposit regardless of payment source. As payments are 
received, fees also can be paid first then the payment applied 
to the oldest outstanding draw amount. When payments are 
received, total available line limit is restored by the payment 
amount. If funds from the electronic deposit are not sufficient 
to cover the outstanding balance, a partial repayment can be 
made in the full amount of the electronic deposit resulting in 
an unpaid balance on the line. Repayment of the remaining 
unpaid balance can be taken from Subsequent electronic 
deposits until the line has been paid in full. Other cash equiva 
lent repayment options also can be accepted and processed by 
a line of credit processor as understood by those skilled in the 
art. 

It will also be understood by those skilled in the art that 
embodiments of the line of credit productor program product, 
for example, can be associated with a payroll processing 
company that processes direct deposits (see, e.g., FIG. 9). 
Embodiments of the program product and methods can be 
added to product or service offerings by the payroll process 
ing company 910 so that it can be offered to their customers 
independent of bank or product (DDA or payroll card), by 
taking money or funds out at the Source 910, e.g., as the 
payroll file is prepared 920 and before the direct deposit is 
even originated, or loaded onto a prepaid card, for example. 
These embodiments can also allow the processing company 
910 to have more direct information on employment history. 
A payroll processing company 910 can also use a loan pro 
cessing system 940, loan processor, or other payment proces 
Sor either within their facilities or as an outsourcing entity to 
allow the provision of enrolling and providing customer pay 
roll information 924 and for tracking and reconciling repay 
ment or updated customer payroll information with repay 
ments pulled 944. The payroll can be sent, loaded or 
processed by a payroll processor 930 for ACH transmittal, 
check generation, or card loading/providing, for example 
(see, e.g., FIG. 9). These embodiments of associated meth 
ods, for example, can include providing a prepaid card to an 
employee who gets direct deposit to a DDA whereby the 
consumer borrow funds from the service/product and has 
those funds direct deposited onto the card instantly and repaid 
by pulling funds from the direct deposit file prior to sending to 
the other hank account to repay the amount withdrawn. An 
example of and more details on how repayment can be 
accomplished is illustrated in U.S. Provisional Patent Appli 
cation Ser. No. 61/016.213 titled “Transfer Account Systems, 
Computer Program Products, and Associated Methods’ filed 
on Dec. 21, 2007 which is incorporated herein by reference in 
its entirety. 

Additionally, along these lines, any repayment of a line 
Supersedes repayment of a negative balance on a card due to 
force posts or settlement transactions that cause the card to go 
negative. Any monies remaining after a payment is received 
can be credited to the prepaid card account. If payment takes 
the card balance to S0, any transactions attempted with the 
card can be declined. Those transactions can be subject to any 
related decline fees. Repayment of a draw, for example, 
should not be taken from the principal balance on a card. That 
is, if a card balance is positive prior to a draw, only when the 
next electronic deposit is initiated to the card will repayment 
be triggered. If a draw is not paid within the preselected time 
period, preferably days, e.g., 35 day timeframe, any amount 
owed can be taken from the principal balance on a card. 

Embodiments of the present invention provide, for 
example, a program product 1000 associated with a bank or 
other financial or lending institution implemented in modules 
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or components, as illustrated in FIG. 10. A retail product 
configuration tool 1001 can, for example, define, adjust, and 
analyze the predetermined customer fee 1011, the predeter 
mined retailer fee 1012, the portion of credit reserved for 
transactions with the retailer 1013, and other features, char 
acteristics, and parameters of a line of credit optimized for a 
retailer. Retail configuration tool 1001 embodiments advan 
tageously allow the customization of a product line for each 
retailer, promotion, or season as understood by those skilled 
in the art. An underwriting analyzer and interface component 
1005 of a bank program product 1000 can receive underwrit 
ing information, e.g., data, and make the determine whether 
to offer a line of credit or other product to the customeras 
understood by those skilled in the art. Underwriting data can 
include whether a customer is an existing prepaid card cus 
tomer 1021; a direct deposit history 1022; a withdrawal 
authorization or approval 1023, from an enrollment in a line 
of credit program; a history of at least one electronic deposit 
1024; an account being in good standing, not overdrawn, 
cancelled, or in default 1025; continued direct deposit 1026; 
and other data as understood by those skilled in the art. In 
addition, a loan advance and fee manager module 1003 deals 
with determining whether to advance funds 1031, providing 
loans in increments 1032, calculating available credit 1033, 
managing repayments 1034, and other associated tasks as 
understood by those skilled in the art. Other architectures and 
organizations will be understood by those skilled in the art to 
be included within the embodiments of the present invention. 
Program products can be implemented in a variety of Soft 
ware and programming languages, including without limita 
tion hypertext markup language (“HTML'), Java, C, C++, 
XML, and others as understood by those skilled in the art. 
As illustrated in FIGS. 11A, 11B, and 3, embodiments of 

the present invention can include, for example, a card 950, 
e.g., a prepaid card, and a card reader device 312, associated 
with a point of sale terminal 313. As understood by those 
skilled in the art, a card 950, e.g., a prepaid card, can have 
indicia 952, e.g., logos, slogans, source identifiers, of a finan 
cial institution, i.e., a sponsoring bank and of a prepaid card 
processor; a serial number 954; and expiration date 956. The 
structures of various types of specific cards, e.g., magnetic 
stripe 958, type of material, are well known to those skilled in 
the art and can be used with embodiments of the present 
invention. Typically, a card 950 is formed from plastic and has 
a magnetic stripe 958 affixed to the plastic through an appli 
cation of heat. Those skilled in the art will understand that 
other embodiments besides a magnetic stripe can include 
radio frequency identification devices (RFID), Smart chips, 
bar codes, and other similar devices. Embodiments of the 
present invention can include forming cards or receiving 
cards already formed. The magnetic stripe card 950 can store 
information, or data, e.g., account information, by modifying 
the magnetism of particles on the magnetic stripe 958 on the 
card. The information can be readby Swiping the card through 
a slot 310C past a reading head of a card reader device 312. 
The card reader device 312 and associated point of sale ter 
minal 313 can include a display 310A and input/output (I/O) 
devices 310B, e.g., a keypad. Typically, there are two tracks of 
information on a magnetic card 950 used for financial trans 
actions, known as tracks 1 and 2. In addition, a third track, 
known as track 3, can be available for magnetic stripe cards. 
Tracks 1 and 3, if available, are typically recorded at 210 bits 
per inch, while track 2 typically has a recording density of 75 
bits per inch, Track 2, as typically encoded, was developed by 
the American Bankers Association (ABA) provides for 37 
numeric data characters, including up to 19 digits for a pri 
mary account number (including a Bank identification Num 
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ber as understood by those skilled in the art), an expiration 
date, a service code, and discretionary verification data, Such 
as, a Personal Identification Number, or PIN. The informa 
tion, e.g., data, on the card can be used, for example, to 
facilitate a transaction. For example, when the card 950 is 5 
swiped through a slot 310C, the data on the magnetic stripe 
958 is read and processed by the point of sale terminal 312, 
converting data stored in the magnetic particles on the card 
into data associated with readers 312 and a financial institu 
tion computer 307. The card reader 312 and associated point 10 
of sale terminal 313 can then communicate through an elec 
tronic communications network 309 to, for example, a pre 
paid card processor 315 or a financial institution computer 
307. The card reader 312 communicates the account infor 
mation, e.g., data, as read from the card, as well as other data, 15 
Such as, an amount of a proposed transaction for approval 
from the point of sale terminal 313. The other data, for 
example, can be entered by merchant personnel (e.g., an 
amount of the transaction), the consumer (e.g., a PIN, or 
security code), or bank personnel (e.g., a security approval). 20 
The prepaid card processor 315 or a financial institution com 
puter 307 can then utilize the account information and other 
data to authorize or reject a purchase by, for example, deter 
mining whether a proposed purchase by the consumer is less 
than an amount of funds remaining on the card. Moreover, 25 
optional security measures, including, for example, a mis 
match between a PIN supplied by the consumer and a PIN 
stored on the card or in a database, can result in the rejection 
of a proposed transaction. The prepaid card processor 315 or 
financial institution computer 307 then perform certain func- 30 
tions, including responding to the authorization request so 
that a point of sale displays an indication of approval or 
rejection, resulting in a visual depiction to a merchant of the 
approval or rejection of the proposed transaction. Also, pre 
paid card processor 315 can, for example, write data to a 35 
database to record a purchase or other transaction (including 
advancing a loan from the line of credit), to debit available 
funds from an account associated with the prepaid card 950, 
and to credit directly or indirectly a merchant for a purchase. 
In addition to purchase authorization, embodiments of the 40 
present invention also can include customer inquiries into 
recent transactions or a balance inquiry, i.e., an amount of 
remaining value associated with the prepaid card. 
As illustrated in FIG. 12, embodiments of the present 

invention include, for example, providing data associated 45 
with a customer account having an attached line of credit as a 
visual representation of account activity. For example, a cus 
tomer computer 301, through an Internet Browser 304E, (see 
FIG. 3) can display on a display device 304D an account 
activity statement 712 for a customer-specific account 713, or 50 
set of accounts, with each transaction including, for example, 
a date 714A, a description 714B, a amount credited to the 
account 714C, an amount debited from the account 714D, a 
resulting card balance 714E, a line of credit amount available 
714F, and a line of credit outstanding balance 714G, or other 55 
such data as understood by those skilled in the art. For 
example, the visual representation can include a card balance 
inquiry 715A. For example, the visual representation can 
include advancing funds in one or more preselected loan 
increments for the customer transaction and decrementing the 60 
total available line of credit by the cumulative amount of the 
one or more preselected loan increments provided for the 
customer transaction and by a predetermined customer fee 
amount for each of the one or more preselected loan incre 
ments 715B. For example, the visual representation can 65 
include a purchase of goods 715C, wherein data associated 
with a prepaid card representing an amount of value associ 
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ated with a line of credit is modified in an exchange for 
products, including goods or services. For example, the visual 
representation can include incrementing the total available 
line of credit by the value of a retailer fee to thereby define a 
rebate to the customer 715D. In addition, the visual represen 
tation can include a direct deposit 715E and also a loan 
repayment from direct deposit funds relatively instanta 
neously (or prior to) with the direct deposit funds being made 
available in the consumer's account 715F. Also, the visual 
representation can include an adjustment to the total loan 
value responsive to consumer performance data 715G. In 
other embodiments, advancing the loan increments 715B and 
an associated purchase of goods 715C can be represented as 
a single transaction; likewise, the direct deposit 715E and an 
associated loan repayment 715F can be represented as a 
single transaction. 

This application is a continuation of and claims priority 
and the benefit to U.S. patent application Ser. No. 13/349,423, 
by Ahlers et al., titled “System, Non-transitory Memory with 
Computer Program and Associated Methods for Micro 
Credit to Prepaid Card, filed on Jan. 12, 2012, which is a 
continuation of and claims priority and the benefit to U.S. 
patent application Ser. No. 13/233,268, by Ahlers et al., titled 
“System, Program Product, and Associated Methods to Auto 
draw for Micro-Credit Attached to a Prepaid Card” filed on 
Sep.15, 2011, which claims priority to and the benefit of U.S. 
patent application Ser. No. 12/417,199, by Ahlers et al., titled 
“System, Program Product, and Associated Methods to Auto 
draw for Micro-Credit Attached to a Prepaid Card” filed on 
Apr. 2, 2009, which claims priority to and the benefit to U.S. 
Provisional Patent Application Ser. No. 61/042,612, by Ahl 
ers et al., titled “System, Program Product, and Associated 
Methods to Autodraw for Micro-Credit Attached to a Prepaid 
Card” filed on Apr. 4, 2008, and U.S. Provisional Patent 
Application Ser. No. 61/042,624, by Crowe et al., titled “Sys 
tem, Program Product, and Method to Authorize Draw for 
Retailer Optimization filed on Apr. 4, 2008, all of which are 
incorporated herein by reference in their entireties. 
Many modifications and other embodiments of the inven 

tion will come to the mind of one skilled in the art having the 
benefit of the teachings presented in the foregoing descrip 
tions and the associated drawings. Therefore, it is to be under 
stood that the invention is not to be limited to the illustrated 
embodiments disclosed, and that modifications and other 
embodiments are intended to be included within the scope of 
the appended claims. 
The invention claimed is: 
1. A computer to allow a plurality of customers to access a 

plurality of line of credits associated with a plurality of cus 
tomer accounts, the computer comprising: 

one or more processors to allow a plurality of customers to 
access a plurality of line of credits accounts associated 
with a financial institution; 

one or more input/output unit adapted to communicate 
with an electronic communications network; and 

non-transitory computer-readable medium encoded with 
computer program that when executed by the one or 
more processors, perform the operations of 

establishing, responsive to customer underwriting data and 
predetermined qualification parameters, the plurality of 
line of credit accounts associated with a plurality of 
customer accounts for a plurality of customers, the plu 
rality of line of credit accounts having a plurality of total 
credit limits having a first portion and a second portion, 
the first portion of the plurality of total credit limits being 
reserved for use with one or more transactions with a 
predetermined retailer, each of the plurality of line of 
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credit accounts further being adapted to be drawn in at 
least one of a plurality of separate predetermined loan 
increments each being equal in value; 

determining a number of separate predetermined loan 
increments to be added to the one or more of the plurality 
of customer accounts responsive to a determination to 
advance funds from the one or more of the plurality of 
line of credit accounts for one or more customer trans 
actions; 

loading the one or more of the plurality of customer 
accounts with at least one of the plurality of separate 
predetermined loan increments that corresponds with 
the determined number of separate predetermined loan 
increments to thereby define loaded predetermined 
increments, the loaded predetermined increments not 
exceeding a line of credit balance available for the one or 
more of the plurality of line of credit accounts; and 

determining a loan advance fee for the loaded predeter 
mined increments, the loan advance fee being equal to a 
predetermined financial institution fee plus a predeter 
mined retailer fee multiplied by the number of separate 
predetermined loan increments. 

2. A computer as defined in claim 1, wherein determining 
whether to advance funds from the one or more of the plural 
ity of line of credit accounts includes: determining, respon 
sive to receipt of transaction data, when one or more customer 
transaction cards associated with the one or more of the 
plurality of customer accounts is being used as payment for 
one or more customer transactions and when a value of the 
one or more customer transactions is greater than a value 
associated with the one or more of the plurality of customer 
accountS. 

3. A computer as defined in claim 1, wherein the total value 
of the predetermined loan advance fee is a first amount when 
the one or more customer transactions is with the predeter 
mined retailer and a second amount when the one or more 
customer transactions is not with the predetermined retailer, 
the second amount being larger than the first amount so that 
advances from the one or more of the plurality of line of credit 
accounts for one or more customer transactions with the 
predetermined retailer are provided at a discount. 

4. A computer as defined in claim 1, wherein the computer 
program further comprises the instructions of: 

deducting the loaded predetermined increments and the 
total value of the predetermined loan advance fee from a 
line of credit balance available associated with the one or 
more of the plurality of line of credit accounts; and 

decreasing a line of credit balance associated with the one 
or more of the plurality of line of credit accounts by at 
least the predetermined retailer fee to thereby provide a 
rebate to one or more of the plurality of customers. 

5. A computer as defined in claim 1, wherein determining 
whether to advance funds from the one or more of the plural 
ity of line of credit accounts is responsive to a request to draw 
funds from the one or more of the plurality of line of credit 
accounts using an interactive Voice response unit; and 
wherein the financial institution is a first financial institution 
and one or more of the plurality of customer accounts are 
managed by a second financial institution different and posi 
tioned remote from the first financial institution. 

6. A computer as defined in claim 1, wherein the predeter 
mined retailer fee is paid by the predetermined retailer when 
the loaded predetermined increments are used for the one or 
more customer transactions with the predetermined retailer. 

7. A computer as defined in claim 2, wherein the deter 
mined number of separate predetermined loan increments 
multiplied by a value of one of the plurality of separate 
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predetermined loan increments plus the value associated with 
the one or more of the plurality of customer accounts exceeds 
the value of the one or more customer transactions by less 
than the value of one of the plurality of separate predeter 
mined loan increments. 

8. Non-transitory computer-readable medium encoded 
with computer program operable on a computer to allow a 
plurality of customers to access a plurality of line of credits 
associated with a plurality of customer accounts, the com 
puter program when executed by the computer, perform the 
operations of 

establishing, by the computer associated with a financial 
institution to define a financial institution computer, 
responsive to customer underwriting data and predeter 
mined qualification parameters, a plurality of line of 
credit accounts associated with a plurality of customer 
accounts for a plurality of customers, the plurality of line 
of credit accounts having a plurality of total credit limits 
and adapted to be drawn in at least one of a plurality of 
separate predetermined loan increments each being 
equal in value; 

determining, by the financial institution computer, a num 
ber of separate predetermined loan increments to be 
added to the one or more of the plurality of customer 
accounts responsive to a determination to advance funds 
from one or more of the plurality of line of credit 
accounts for the one or more customer transactions; 

loading, by the financial institution computer, the one or 
more of the plurality of customer accounts with at least 
one of the plurality of separate predetermined loan 
increments that corresponds with the determined num 
ber of separate predetermined loan increments to 
thereby define loaded predetermined increments, when 
the loaded predetermined increments not exceeding a 
line of credit balance available for the one or more of the 
plurality of line of credit accounts; and 

determining, by the financial institution computer, a loan 
advance fee for the loaded predetermined increments, 
the loan advance fee being equal to a predetermined 
financial institution fee plus a predetermined retailer fee 
multiplied by the number of separate predetermined 
loan increments. 

9. Non-transitory computer-readable medium as defined in 
claim 8, wherein determining whether to advance funds from 
the one or more of the plurality of line of credit accounts 
includes: determining, responsive to receipt of transaction 
data, when one or more customer transaction cards associated 
with the one or more of the plurality of customer accounts is 
being used as payment for one or more customer transactions 
and when a value of the one or more customer transactions is 
greater than a value associated with the one or more of the 
plurality of customer accounts. 

10. Non-transitory computer-readable medium as defined 
in claim 8, wherein the plurality of total credit limits of the 
plurality of line of credit accounts have a first portion and a 
second portion; and wherein the predetermined retailer fee 
being a first amount when the one or more customer transac 
tions is with a predetermined retailer and a second amount 
when the one or more customer transactions is not with the 
predetermined retailer, the second amount being larger than 
the first amount so that advances from the one or more of the 
plurality of line of credit accounts for one or more customer 
transactions with the predetermined retailer are provided at a 
discount. 

11. Non-transitory computer-readable medium as defined 
in claim 8, wherein the computer program further comprises 
the instructions of: 



US 8,301,557 B1 
21 

deducting the loaded predetermined increments and the 
total value of the predetermined loan advance fee from a 
line of credit balance available associated with the one or 
more of the plurality of line of credit accounts; and 

decreasing a line of credit balance associated with the one 
or more of the plurality of line of credit accounts by at 
least the predetermined retailer fee to thereby provide a 
rebate to one or more of the plurality of customers. 

12. Non-transitory computer-readable medium as defined 
in claim 8, wherein determining whether to advance funds 
from the one or more of the plurality of line of credit accounts 
is responsive to a request to draw funds from the one or more 
of the plurality of line of credit accounts. 

13. Non-transitory computer-readable medium defined in 
claim 8, wherein the predetermined retailer fee is paid by the 
predetermined retailer when the loaded predetermined incre 
ments are used for the one or more customer transactions with 
the predetermined retailer. 

14. Non-transitory computer-readable medium as defined 
in claim 9, wherein the determined number of separate pre 
determined loan increments multiplied by a value of one of 
the plurality of separate predetermined loan increments plus 
the value associated with the one or more of the plurality of 
customer accounts exceeds the value of the one or more 
customer transactions by less than the value of one of the 
plurality of separate predetermined loan increments. 

15. A computer-implemented method to allow a plurality 
of customer to access a plurality of line of credits, the com 
puter-implemented method comprising: 

establishing, by a computer associated with a financial 
institution and defining a financial institution computer, 
a plurality of line of credit accounts associated for a 
plurality of customers, the plurality of line of credit 
accounts having a plurality of total credit limits and 
adapted to be drawn in at least one of a plurality of 
separate predetermined loan increments each being 
equal in value; 

determining, by the financial institution computer, a num 
ber of separate predetermined loan increments to be 
added to the one or more of the plurality of customer 
accounts responsive to a determination to advance funds 
from one or more of the plurality of line of credit 
accounts for the one or more customer transactions; 

loading, by the financial institution computer, the one or 
more of the plurality of customer accounts with at least 
one of the plurality of separate predetermined loan 
increments that corresponds with the determined num 
ber of separate predetermined loan increments to 
thereby define loaded predetermined increments, the 
loaded predetermined increments not exceeding a line of 
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credit balance available for the one or more of the plu 
rality of line of credit accounts; and 

determining, by the financial institution computer, a loan 
advance fee for the loaded predetermined increments, 
the loan advance fee being equal to a predetermined 
financial institution fee plus a predetermined retailer fee 
multiplied by the number of separate predetermined 
loan increments. 

16. A computer-implemented method as defined in claim 
15, wherein determining whether to advance funds from the 
one or more of the plurality of line of credit accounts includes: 
determining, by the financial institution computer, responsive 
to receipt of transaction data by the financial institution com 
puter, when one or more customer transaction cards associ 
ated with the one or more of the plurality of line of credit 
accounts is being used as payment for one or more customer 
transactions. 

17. A computer-implemented method as defined in claim 
15, wherein the plurality of total credit limits of the plurality 
of line of credit accounts have a first portion and a second 
portion, the first portion being larger than the second portion 
and reserved for use with one or more transactions with the 
predetermined retailer; and wherein the predetermined 
retailer fee being a first amount when the one or more cus 
tomer transactions is with the predetermined retailer and a 
second amount when the one or more customer transactions is 
not with the predetermined retailer, the second amount being 
larger than the first amount so that advances from the one or 
more of the plurality of line of credit accounts for one or more 
customer transactions with the predetermined retailer are pro 
vided at a discount. 

18. A computer-implemented method as defined in claim 
15, wherein determining whether to advance funds from the 
one or more of the plurality of line of credit accounts is 
responsive to a request to draw funds from the one or more of 
the plurality of line of credit accounts. 

19. A computer-implemented method as defined in claim 
15, wherein the predetermined retailer fee is paid by the 
predetermined retailer when the loaded predetermined incre 
ments are used for the one or more customer transactions with 
the predetermined retailer. 

20. A computer-implemented method as defined in claim 
16, wherein the determined number of separate predeter 
mined loan increments multiplied by a value of one of the 
plurality of separate predetermined loan increments plus the 
value associated with the one or more of the plurality of 
customer accounts exceeds the value of the one or more 
customer transactions by less than the value of one of the 
plurality of separate predetermined loan increments. 

k k k k k 


