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‘ 1 Claim.
1

The present invention relates to improvements
in a ball player’s mask affording the wearer
better protection of his face, or more particu-
larly of his nose. '

The principal object of the invention is to
provide in & mask of plastic exterior layer an
interior one-piece padding with a single cut-out
for the nose of the player, the mouth hole and
eye holes of the outer layer.

Another object is to provide a mask which may
be produced at low cost because of its simplicity.

With these and other objects in view which
will become apparent as the invention is fully
comprehended, the same resides in the con-
struction, combination and arrangement of ele-
ments hereinafter specifically described and dis-
tinetly claimed in the appended claim.

For a better understanding, the description
should be read in connection with the accom-
panying drawing forming part of the application
and wherein:

Fig. 1 is a perspective of the front of the mask
constituting the preferred embodiment of my
invention;

Fig. 2 is a vertical section on line 2-—2 of
Fig. 1;

Fig. 3 is a front perspective of the flattened
padding constituting a part of the mask.

In the drawing in which like characters of ref-
erence designate like or similar elements nu-
meral 5 denotes an exterior layer of plastic ma-
terial having a generally convex outer surface
and concave inner surface and provided with an
copening 1 which when the mask is worn regis-
ters with the mouth of the player. Abhove the
mouth opening on the convex side is a protu-
herance cr upwardly receding ridge 9 with an
interior cavity opening to the exterior of the
mask through the lower end of the protuberance
and during use housing the nose of the wearer.

On either side of the upper end of the pro-
tuberance is a hole 1 for an eye of the user.

A chin strep {3 has an intermediate portion
underlying the wearer’s chin accessible through
an opening in the lower end of the mask and
each end is bifurcated and attached to the lateral
side of the chin portion of the mask.

A lower back head strap 15 has looped ends {7
each interlinked through a slit {9 in the cheek

portion of the mask with the lower rear edge i

thereof.

An upper back head strap includes end loops
{1 similar to those described and each passing
through o slit 19 in one of the temple porticns of
the mask and comprises sections 21, 23 of which
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the former carries a buckle, while the latter is
provided with holes for the prong of the buckles.
The buckled strap section 21 is connected to one
end of a strap 25 which at the other end has a
loop {7 passing through a slit 19 adiacent the
rear edge of the forehead portion of the mask.

Strap 25 is connected intermediate its ends to
the intermediate part of head strap 2T which is
attached at either lower end to strap section 21
or 23. Side straps 29 each connects one of the
strap sections 21, 23 to one end portion of the
lower back head strap.

The interior concave surface of the outer
plastic layer is covered with a resilient pad 31
preferably of foam rubber. The pad has a cut-
out or slot 33 resembling the inverted section of
a railroad rail. The upper part of the slot reg-
isters partly with the eye holes in the plastic
exterior mask part and connects with a central
part for the nose. This central part is in com-
munication with the cavity of the protuberance
and together with the latter houses the nose of
the wearer. The central part of the slot com-
municates at its lower end with a slot part reg-
istering with the mouth opening of the outer
plastic part. The central part of slot 33 has
straight, parallel edges which are adapted ab
their inner corners to engage the base of the nose
and prevent or minimize lateral shifting of the
mask and contact between the nasal surfaces
adjacent the ridge of the nose and the con-
verging cavity surfaces.

If the padding is thick enough the nasal pro-
tuberance may be very small or may bs omitted
entirely.

Tt is believed that my mask is an efficient
means of protecting the face and particularly
the nose of the wearer from injury.

One of the reasons why the mask may be pro-
duced at low cost lies in the fact that the cut-
out of the pad may be stamped out by a die.

Having described my invention as illustrated
in the accompanying drawing, what I claim and
desiré to secure by Letters Patent is:

In an athlete’s mask the combination com-
prising an exterior plastic section having a hole
for the mouth of the wearer, two eye holes and
a protuberance with an interior cavity for the
nose of the wearer, the cavity opening to the
space exterior to the mask at the lower end of
the protuberance and a one-piece pad of foam
rubber having a single cutout partly receiving
the nose of the wearer and partly registering
with the cavity, the mouth hole and the-eye
holes, the part of the cutout receiving the nose
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and registering with the cavity having straight
and parallel edges each aligned with an inter-

R . . i Number
section of the cavity surface and the remaining 1,023.285
interior surface of the plastic section. 1’272’309
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