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To all whom it may concern.

Be it known that I, WiLriaMm H. CHACE, of
Fall River, in the county of Bristol and State
of Massachusetts, have invented a new and
useful Improvement in Picker- Straps for
Looms; and I hereby declare that the follow-
ing is a full, clear, and exact description of
the same, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawings, forming part of this speci-
fication.

This invention has reference toan improve-
ment in the construction of a picker-strap;
and it consistsin providing one or both of the
end loops with an auntomatically-adjustable
bearing-block, as will be more fully set forth
hereinafter.

The object of the invention is to provide a
picker-strap with a- bearing-block or blocks
having a broad bearing on the picker-stick
and the picker-arm, eitheror both,which broad
bearing-surface will adjust itself to the mo-
tion of the picker-stick, and which, when one
face is worn, may be turned so as to present
a new bearing.

Figure lisasideelévationshowing a picker-
stick and a picker-arm in solid lines in one

tion, and also my improved picker-strap con-
necting the picker-stick and picker-arm. Fig.
2 is a vertical sectional view of the picker-
strap, showing the adjustable blocks in con-
nection with the picker-stick and picker-arm.
Fig. 3 is a horizontal sectional view of the
picker-strap.

Similar numbersof reference designate cor-
responding parts throughout.

In the drawings,the numeral 4 indicates the
picker-stick; 5, the picker-arm; 6, the central
link of the picker-strap; 7 7%, two bolts by
which the picker-arm loop and the picker-
stick loop are secured to the central link; 8,
the picker-arm loop, and- 9 the picker-stick
loop. The picker-arm loop 8 is composed of
the two side straps 10, secured to the central
link 6 by the bolt 7%, and the bloek 11, having
two or more sides adapted to bear against the
picker-arm -5. The block 11 is preferably
made square, having four straight sides,
adapted each to forma bearing on the picker-
arm. The block 11 is secured between the
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straps 10 by the bolt 12, and is held suffi-
ciently loose so that it can turn on the bolt
and oscillate on the same, so as to adapt itself
to the ever-changing position of the arm 5.

The picker-strap is supported in the de-
sired position by pins 20, projecting on each
side of the picker-stick and picker-arm, as is
indicated in Fig. 1, or in the same manner as
picker-straps are usually secured by a loop or
other equivalent device.

The picker-stick loop is composed of the two
side straps 13, each provided near one end
with the slot 14, so that the same may be ad-
justably secured to the central link 6, and
thereby the strap adjusted lengthwise,and the
block 15, secured between the straps 13 by the
bolt 16 in thesame manner in which the block
11 is secured, so as to automatically adjust
itself to the changing position of the picker-
stick and always bear fairly against the side
of the same. .

All parts of the strap excepting the bolts are
usually made of leather, but may be made of
any other snitable material, either in whole
or in part.

As the blocks 11 and 15 bear on the picker-
stick and picker-arm along the whole length
of the bearing-face, they do not injure the
same as do the straps, in which only a short
portion of the strap bears on the same, as is
the ecase in the straps as heretofore con-
structed, and as the blocks can be turned
when one bearing-face is worn, and thereby
present a new face, the strap will be efficient
and useful until all four of the faces of the
blocks are worn, and when so worn, by re-
placing the worn blocks with new blocks the
wearing parts of the picker-strap are readily
renewed.

It is obvious that a picker-strap may be
made so that only one of the end loops is pro-
vided with the automatically-adjustable and
reversible bearing-block, while the other end
is provided with the ordinary loop.

Having thus described my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent—

1. A picker-strap provided with a bearing-
block having a plurality of faces adapted to
bear on the picker stick or arm, and a bolt
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extending through the side straps and the
bearing-block, forming the pivotal support for
the bearing-block, as deseribed.

2. In a picker-strap, the combination, with
the strap ¢ and the picker-arm and picker-
stick loops, each formed of two side strapsse-
cured to opposite ends of the strap 6 by the
bolts 7 7°, of the bolts 16 and 12 and the
blocks 11 and 15, each having a plurality of
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bearing-faces and adapted to oscillate on the
bolts, as described.

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my
hand.

WILLIAM II. CHACE.
Witnesses:

HENRY J. MILLER,
M. I*. BLIGH.
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