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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
A barrette comprising a single elongated piece of plas 

tic material forming two integrally connected halves de 
fined by a base member, a clamping member and an inte 
gral medial member, the inner face of the base member 
including a plurality of rows of teeth formed integral 
therewith and extending longitudinally thereof and nor 
mal thereto, said medial member extending normally be 
tween said base and clamping members and being inte 
grally and flexibly hinged to the clamping member, said 
clamping member being formed with a longitudinally ex 
tending slot adapted to embrace the teeth when the clamp 
ing member is pivoted thereover, and interlocking means 
disposed between the free end portions of said base and 
clamping members. 

This invention relates to a hair barrette, and particu 
larly to a clasp, ornamental in appearance, for retaining 
children's hair. 
One object of my invention is to provide a barrette 

in one piece constructed inexpensively from plastic 
material. 
Another object is to provide a barrette with locking 

means which will securely hold hair in fixed position when 
it is applied thereto. 

This invention embodies other novel features, details 
of construction and arrangement of parts which are here 
inafter set forth in the specification and claims and illus 
trated in the drawings, wherein: 

FIG. 1 is a plan view of my barrette in open position 
showing the inner faces comprising the two halves thereof; 

FIG. 2 is a side elevational view of the barrette in 
open position; 

FIG. 3 is a side elevational view thereof in closed po 
sition; and 

FIG. 4 is a top plan view thereof in closed position. 
Referring now to the drawings, the numeral 10 indi 

cates generally a barrette molded in one piece from plas 
tic material, such as polypropylene. The barrette com 
prises a base member 11 and a clamping member 12 
which are defined by a medial member 13, all integrally 
connected to one another. 
The inner surface of the base member 11 is generally 

flat and is provided with a plurality of rows of teeth 14 
formed integral therewith and extending normal thereto. 
The teeth i4 are disposed in two longitudinally extending 
rows in parallel relation a spaced distance inwardly from 
the sides of the base 11, one row being offset with re 
Spect to the other row. Although two rows of teeth are 
illustrated in the drawings, it is contemplated that one 
or a plurality of rows of teeth may be utilized. 
The medial member 13 extends normal between the 

base 11 and clamping member 12 and is integrally con 
nected to member 12 by means of a flexible hinge 15. 
The clamping member 12 comprises two elongated legs 
16 and 17 in spaced parallel relation defining a longi 
tudinally extending slot 18 therebetween. The legs 16 
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2 
and 17 converge at their free ends in the form of a taper 
19. An integral tongue 20 extends inwardly from the free 
end of the clamping member 12 into the slot 18 in plane 
parallel relation to the legs 16 and 17. 

In operation, when teeth 14 are engaged in the hair, 
member 12 is pivoted thereover by means of hinge 15 
until it is substantially in parallel relation to the base 11, 
whereupon the tongue 20 will engage a locking post 21 
extending normally from the inner face of the base mem 
ber 11 in cooperative relation with the tongue and then 
Snap under a lug 22 formed on the top of the locking 
post to hold the barrette in clamped condition on the 
hair. An integral cross-brace 23 joins the two legs 16 and 
17 at right-angles thereto, and when the barrette is in 
clamped condition it will nestle opposite post 21 and 
prevent lateral movement of the member 12 to assist in 
maintaining the barrette in locked condition. 
When the barrette is clamped upon the hair the longi 

tudinally extending slot 18 in member 12 will embrace 
the teeth 14 (as shown in FIG. 4) and will extend slight 
ly below the tips thereof. Thus, when hair is engaged by 
the offset rows of teeth 14 the legs 16 and 17 will push 
the hair firmly between the teeth and hold it in frictional 
engagement. 
As shown in FIGS. 3 and 4, when the barrettee is 

closed, the tapered end 19 extends slightly beyond the 
free end of base 11 and affords a finger gripping portion 
for opening the barrettee. 

Although base 11 is illustrated in the form of an elon 
gated flat bar, it is contemplated that the face of this 
member may be molded into various ornamental forms 
and configurations, although the arrangement of parts 
will remain the same. 

While I have shown and described what I regard to be 
the preferred embodiment of my invention, it will be 
appreciated that various changes, rearrangements and 
modifications may be made therein without departing from 
the scope of the invention, as defined by the appended 
claims. 

I claim: 
1. A barrette comprising a single elongated piece of 

plastic material forming two integrally connected halves 
defined by a base member, a clamping member and an 
integral medial member, the inner face of the base mem 
ber including a plurality of rows of teeth formed integral 
therewith and extending longitudinally thereof and nor 
mal thereto, said medial member extending normally be 
tween said base and clamping members and being inte 
grally and flexibily hinged to the clamping member, said 
clamping member being formed with longitudinally ex 
tending arms defining a slot adapted to embrace the out 
side portion of the teeth when the clamping member is 
pivoted thereover, and interlocking means disposed be 
tween the free end portions of said base and clamping 
members, said interlocking means comprising an inwardly 
projecting member extending into the slot from the free 
end of said clamping member adapted to be snapped 
under a lug formed on a locking post, said locking post 
extending normally from the inner face of the base mem 
ber to cooperatively engage said inwardly projecting 
member. 

2. A barrette as in claim 1 wherein the interlocking 
means comprises a tongue. 

3. A barrette as in claim 1, wherein the rows of teeth 
are disposed in two longitudinally extending rows in par 
allel relation to one another, one row being offset with 
respect to the other. 
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