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VESTIBULE-CURTAIN HOLDER.

1,000,131.

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Wmrzram E. TipperT,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Washington, in the District of Columbia,
have invented a new and useful Improve-
ment in Vestibule-Curtain Holders, of which
the following is a specification.

This invention relates generally to a fas-
tening device for a vestibule curtain and
more particularly to certain improvements
upon Patent #850,198, granted to me April
16, 1907.

In my former invention provision was
made for automatically unfastening the cur-

5 tain whenever the cars were accidentally

uncoupled or when the brakeman uncoupled
the cars without unfastening the curtain
and my present invention aims to accom-
plish exactly the same objects. In my for-
mer device the operating cords or cables
passed through the curtain adjacent to the
fastening device but this method I have
found not entirely convenient although it
works perfectly well so I have devised an
improved construction whereby the operat-
ing cord, chain or cable can be made to pass
through the fastening portion of the handle
or loop thereby completely avoiding the ne-
cessity of passing the said cord, chain or
cable through the curtain.

Another object of the invention is to op-
erate the device by means of a single cord
or cable operating upon the center and
thereby providing a cheaper and simpler

s form of device.

With these various objects in view, my in-
vention consists in the novel features of con-

struction and combination hereinafter fully.

described and pointed out in the claims.

In the drawings forming a part of this
specification:—F1gure 1 is a perspective
view showing a portion of two vestibule cars
and showing my improved holder in place.
Fig. 2 is a transverse sectional view through
one vestibule curtain and holder, the parts
being arranged in their fastened positions.
Fig. 3 is a similar view showing the parts
in the act of automatically unfastening.
Tig. 4 is a detail perspective view of the rod
portion of the loop. Fig. 5 is a detail per-
spective view showing the lower end of the
main portion of the loop or handle. Fig. 6
is a detail perspective view of the keeper.

Referring to the drawings, A indicates
the doorway at the end of one car and B the
doorway of the other car and C the usual
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construction of bellows attached to and
forming part of the vestibule of the car.

D indicates the usual construction of cur-
tain which is attached to a spring roller
arranged upon or within the door frame A
and upon the door frame B is arranged a
keeper E, which is intended to be engaged
by a loop or handle F which is attached to
the free end of the curtain about midway its
height. When the cars are coupled together
the curtain D is drawn out for the purpose
of protecting the joint between the two bel-
lows and the loop or handle F is attached to
the keeper E for the purpose of holding
the said curtain D in its distended position
and the tension of the spring will of course
maintain said curtain taut and will permit
the said curtain to expand and contract to
compensate for the movements of the spring
actnated bellows constituting a part of the
vestibule.

Before the introduction of my invention

‘previously referred to, it was necessary to

first disconnect the curtain before uncou-
pling the cars and whenever this unfasten-
g operation was omitted the curtain would
be torn or damaged as the cars were pulled
apart. In the patent referred to, means
were shown for automatically releasing the
curtain and in the present instance the cur-
tain is also automatically released by means
of a chain or cable G, which is made fast
at one end as shown at G/, while at the
other end the said chain or cable is fastened
to an arm H, attached to a lug H’ carried
by the bar F’, which constitutes a part of
the handle or loop. This handle or loop is
preferably made in two pieces F? and F?,
the vertical members being semicircular in
shape and provided with parallel vertical
flanges F* between which the end of the
curtain can be secured, the rod D’ at the
end of the curtain being arranged between
the semi-circular portions of the loop, as
most clearly shown in Figs. 2 and 3. The
horizontal members of the handle are piv-
otally connected together and are provided
with mating bores to receive the pintles I®
of the bar . The device as a whole con-
stituting a loop, or handle by means of
which the curtain can be pulled out and the
vertical bar F” brought into engagement
with the keeper E. This keeper E com-
prises a plate portion E’ having a vertical
hook shaped socket E? integral therewith,
said socket being shaped to receive the
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round portion of the bar F’ and it will be
noted that this bar F” has an eccentric lip
or flange I, which is adapted to engage
the edge of the socket whenever tension 1s
placed upon the chain or cable G by pulling
the cars apart and this flange or lip I®
riding. upon the outer edge of the socket
tends to lift or draw the bar F’ out of en-
gagement with the keeper as most clearly
shown in IFig. 8 and in this manner the lip
or flange is automatically disengaged from
the said keeper. The rod or bar I in ad-
dition to having the eccentric lip or flange
has the Jug H’ to which the arm H is con-
nected so that the moment the cars are
pulled apart and tension is exerted upon
the chain the handle or loop will be auto-
matically disengaged.

In order to avoid passing the chain or
cable through the curtain proper I pro-
vide openings I in the tubular portion of
the handle or lip and a similar passageway
1’ in the rod D’ in the end of the curtain,
sald openings and passageway registering
so that the chain or cable can pass freely
therethrough as most clearly shown in Tigs,
1, 2 and 3 and this also provides a direct
pull in a horizontal direction upon the
arm H.

It will thus be seen that T provide a sim-.

pler, cheaper and more efficient construction
of automatic means for unfastening the cur-
tain, the moment the cars are separated.

If desired the chain or cable can be passed
upen the inner side of the handle or loop
instead of passing therethrough but in prac-
tice I prefer to pass the said chain or cable
through the handle as shown in order to
hold the said chain or cable in position at
the point of operation.

Having thus fully described my inven-
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tion, what I claim as new and desire to se-
cure by Letters Patent, is:—

1. In a device of the kind described, the
combination with a curtain, of a fixed
keeper, a handle or loop attached to the
curtain and adapted to engage the keeper
and means working through said handle or
loop for disengaging said handle from the
keeper.

2. In a device of the kind described, the
combination with a curtain, of a fixed
keeper, a handle or loop having a rotatable
member, said member being adapted to en-
gage the keeper and means attached to said
rotatable member and passing through the
handle or loop, for the purpose specified.

3. In a device of the kind described, the
combination with a spring actuated curtain,
of a fixed keeper, a handle or loop having
a rotatable member adapted to engage said
fixed keeper, said handle or loop having a
passageway extending therethrough, and
means passing through said passageway and
connected with the rotatable member, for
the purpose specified.

4. In a device of the kind described, the
combination with a curtain, of a fixed
keeper, a loop or handle connected to said
curtain and having a rotatable member
adapted to engage said keeper, said rota-
table member having an eccentric lip or
flange, an arm projecting from said ro-
tatable member, a chain or cable connected
to said arm and passing through the han-
dle or loop, as and for the purpose speci-
fied.

WILLIAM E. TIPPETT.
Witnesses:

V. B. Yoaxuey,
J. D. Yosxiry.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, D. C.”
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