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The invention relates to a roller apparatus for 
maSSaging purposes, and its principal object is to 
provide a particularly effective massage in heated 
air While the apparatus is of reduced bulk and 
weight. 
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This apparatus which comprises a roller mount 
ed to rotate freely in a fork-shaped holder which 
extends into a handle, is characterized particu 
larly in that, the handle is integral With a casing 
containing a fan and the driving electrical notor 
thereof, the fork prongs which extend upward 
from the casing are hollow and serve to provide 
passages both for the fan-delivered air which is 
fed inside the roller and for the wires supplying 
electric current to a heating resistance fitted 
Within the roller. 
One embodiment of the apparatus according to 

the in Vention is described hereafter in detail and 
illustrated diagrammatically in the accompany 
ing drawings to which reference is made. 

Fig. 1 is a firont view of the apparatus, 
Fig. 2 is a fragmentary View of Sane showing 

a Section acroSS a diametrical vertical plane, Some 
parts being shown in elevation. 

Fig. 3 is a horizontal section of same along the 
line AA, Fig. 1, and 

Figure 4 is a detail end view showing the hol 
low axial tube as well as the holder of the heat 
ing resistance and the members which direct the 
fan-driven air on to the heating resistance. 

Referring to the drawings, 1 is the roller which 
may be made of brass for instance, 2 are hemi 
Spheric projecting elements, or like maSSaging 
elements, fitted on the periphery thereof, these 
may be made of fibre or any other suitable insu 
lating material. 3 are holes cut out of the roller 
between the Said elements. 

Roller 1 is mounted to rotate freely about a 
hollow axial tube 4, one end thereof being open 
and the other closed, this tube has a longitudi 
nal slit 6 above Which is provided a heating re 
sistance 7 Wound round a Small plate 8 borne on 
collars 5 fastened to tube 4. 

Between collars 5 are also mounted plates or 
Screens 9 and 10 in order to force the air fed 
through the slot 6 of tube 4 around resistance 7. 
The holder wherein roller 1 is fitted comprises 

according to the invention, a casing 11 into which 
are housed a fan 12 and an electric motor 20 
which drives the latter, said casing 11 being de 
signed to extend into handle 15 on the one side 
and into two hollow strap-forming tubes 13 and 
14 on the other side, the said tubes intercommuni 
cate with casing 11 and the axial tube 4 is mount 
ed between them. 

(CI. 128-57) 
Tube 13 is used as a passage for the air deliv 

ered by fan 12 which enters into the tube 4 and is 
then Supplied through slit 6 of said tube 4 on to 
heating resistance 7. Tube 14 provides the pas 
Sage for the Wires 16 and 17 which Supply resist 
ance 7 with current. 
The mode of operation of this apparatus may be 

easily understood: a switch 18 is fitted to handle 
15 to control the current Supply to motor 20 and 
heating resistance 7. Fan 12 which is only par 
tially covered by cover 19 forces air into passage 
13 through which it is fed into roller 1 wherein 
it is heated by resistance 7, the heated air passing 
through holes 3 then comes into contact with the 
skin while the roller is being moved over the part 
to be maSSaged. 

It will be readily understood that it is possible, 
without departing from the Scope of the inven 
tion, to devise modified forms and detail improve 
ments as well as to consider the possibility of use 
of equivalent means. 

I claim: 
1. A massaging apparatus comprising a casing 

having a handle, and a hollow holder including 
two hollow prongs; the holder extending from 
the handle and being provided with an opening 
for admitting air, a hollow roller provided with 
holes for the passage of air, maSSaging elements 
mounted on the periphery of the hollow roller, 
a tubular pivot closed at one end provided with 
a lengthwise slit and supported by the two hollow 
prongs of the hollow holder, the hollow roller 
being rotatably mounted on the tubular pivot; a 
fan in the hollow clider adapted to force the air 
admitted by the opening in the hollow holder 
through One of the hollow prongs, the open end 
of the tubular pivot, the lengthwise slit and final 
ly through the holes in the roller; and means for 
driving the fan, and heating means mounted in 
the hollow roller over which the air passes be 
fore passing through the holes in the hollow 
roller. 

2. A device as claimed in claim 1 in which the 
heating means comprises an electric heating coil; 
in which the means for driving the fan comprises 
an electric motor enclosed in the handle of the 
Casing and in which the tubular pivot is provided 
With holes adjacent the closed end, circuit wires 
connecting the electric motor and the electric 
heating means, the Wires passing through the 
other hollow prong and the holes in the tubular 
pivot adjacent the closed end to the heating 
means, and means for electrically connecting the 
circuit Wires with a current supply. 

THOMAS AUBERGER. 
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