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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, ELIHU Cox, of the town 

of Plainfield, county of Hendricks, and State 
of Indiana, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Combined Bridle 
and Halter, of which the following is a speci 
fication: 

Reference is had to the accompanying draw 
ing, which is made a parthereof, and on which 
similar letters of reference indicate similar 
parts. 
Figure 1 is a view of a horse's head upon 

which is my device in the form of a bridle. 
Fig. 2 is a similar view, showing the device 
in the form of a halter. Fig. 3 is a perspec 
tive view of the bit and the surrounding parts. 
In said drawing, the portions marked AA 

are the ordinary cheek-straps to a bridle or 
halter. B is the brow-band thereto; C, the 
throat-latch; D, the nose-strap. EE are rings 
by which the cheek-straps and nose-strap are 
joined, and to which the bit is attached by 
either a link and a snap-hook or by two snap 
hooks, as may be desired. Fis the bit, which 
may be of any suitable form. G is a link or 
ring, by which one end of the bit is connected 
to one of the rings E. His a snap-hook, by 
which the other end of the bit is connected to 
the other of the rings E. Instead of the link 
G, a second snap-hook may be used, if preferred. 
I is the check-rein, which is attached to the bit. 
One or both ends of this rein are preferably 
provided with a snap-hook, J, so that it can be 
used as a hitching-strap, when the device is 
used as a halter, by simply detaching one end 
from the bit. KK are short quarter-circular 
straps, by which the nose-strap is kept in a 
proper relative position to the cheek-straps, 
ff are the usual rings or other devices in the 
ends of the bit F, to which to attach the reins, 
and by which it is attached to the bridle. 
The links or snaps by which the bit is con 
nected to the other portions of the bridle not 

only serve their primary purpose, but others. 
They give the bit sufficient freedom of move 
ment to operate on the mouth of the animal, 
when the device is used as a bridle, without 
its operation being at all prescribed by the 
nose-strap, and also enable it to encompass 
the animal's under jaw, when the device is 
used as a halter, without being drawn close 
enough to cause inconvenience. 
As a bridle, my invention is not unlike other 

bridles in its operation; but its utility consists 
in that it can be changed into a halter almost 
instantaneously. All that is necessary to do to 
accomplish this result is to simply detach the 
snap-hook on one end of the bit from thering in 
the bridle, remove the bit from the mouth of 
the animal, pass it under his jaw, and reattach 
the hook to the ring. This done, unhook one 
end of the check-rein, and the bridle is trans 
formed into a halter and hitching-strap Com 
plete, with only the labor of detaching two 
hooks and reattaching one of them. Reversing 
the operation will, of courserestore the bri 
dle form, eff, Having thus fully described my said inven 
tion, what I claim as new, and desire.to secure 
by Letters Patent, is 
The combination of the bit of a bridle with 

the nose-strap and upper portion thereof, said 
bit being constructed and attached so as to be 
readily removed from the mouth of the ani 
mal and refastened under the lower jaw, so as 
to form a continuous nose-strap, substantially 
as herein shown and described, and for the purpose specified. 

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my 
hand and seal, at Indianapolis, Indiana, this 
6th day of April, A. D. 1878. 

ELIHU COX. L. s. 
In presence of - 

C. BRADFORD, 
J. S. ROLLINS. 

  


