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This invention relates to fasteners for 
crate covers, and particularly to a detach 
able fastener which may be easily removed 
from the crate and cover, and easily ad 
justed to position to hold the cover in place, 
but will not become detached except by the 
Operator, when necessary to remove the 
COWe. 
In the storage and transportation of eggs, 

it is customary to use a rectangular box or 
crate, with a flat removable cover, and vari 
ous methods have been employed for the pur 
pose of holding the cover in place, as large 
nails cannot be driven without danger of 
breaking the eggs in the crate, and small 
nails or Screws require considerable time in 
the removal, and the covers soon become split 
and Worn out by the use thereof. 
Other attempts have been made to use 

clips attached to the covers with hooks to 
spring over cleats on the crates, but hooks 
are easily pressed off the cleats, as they must 
be made long enough to reach over the cleats 
in an oblique line when being placed in de 
sired position, and when in fixed position 
on the covers, prevent the covers being stored 
in compact piles when not used on crates, 
with other objections. Still other devices 
have been tried, which require the opera 
tion together of several parts of peculiar and 
expensive construction. 

It is the object of this invention to pro 
vide a simple and inexpensive fastener which 
can be easily placed in position to hold the 
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cover securely in position on the crate, and 
will not be easily knocked off or displaced 
in transportation, and yet may be easily and 
quickly removed by the operator when neces 
sary to open the crate or remove the cover. 
I have illustrated my invention by the ac 

companying drawings, of which: 
Figure 1 represents a front elevational Sec 

tional view of an egg crate and cover held 
in position by my fasteners. 

Figure 2 represents an end elevational 
view of the crate cover and fasteners. 

Figure 3 is an enlarged perspective view 
of the fastener. 

Like numerals on the different figures 
represent like parts. 
Numeral 1 represents any common, stand 

ard egg crate, with cleats 2 across each end, 
attached thereto permanently, both for re 
inforcement and to serve as handles, and 
means for attaching or retaining the cover 

8 on the crate, the cover being usually a thin 
board the width of the crate. 4 is the body 
of the fastener, or the clip, claimed as the 
invention. The top portion is bent at right angles to form a clamp 5 against the top 
of the crate cover 3, and suitable friction 
points 6 are formed on the lower face of 
the clamp portion 5, of any suitable shape, 
as may be easily done by punches from the 
upper, side, and the corners are preferably 
slightly turned down to form claws 7, which, taken with the points 6, are easily com. pressed into or impinged against the top of 
the cover by means of a bent portion to form 
a coil 8 on the lower end of the fastener, which is pressed under the edge of the 
cleats. 
The fastener is preferably made of re 

silient metal, and the distance between the 
body of the coil 8 and the under side of the 
clamp 5, is slightly less than the distance 
between the top of the cover and the iower 
edge of the cleats, so that when the coil is 
pressed manually beneath the cleat, the 
points 6 and 7 are compressed against or 
into the top of the cover, and effectually 
Prevent the clamp from being moved or dis 
placed in the Ordinary method of transpor 
tation. The bearing portion of coil 8, when 
the fastener is in position to hold the cover, 
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is at Some distance from the outer edge of 
the cleat, and in order to remove the coil 
from beneath the cleat, the coil must be ex 
tended slightly, and the body portion, or 
One or both of the end portions, moved 
against the tension of the metal, which nor 
mally holds the clamp and coil portions 
closer together than the distance between 
the cover and the outer lower edge of the 
cleats. The natural tension prevents the 
coil end from slipping out from beneath the 
cleat, except when manual means is applied 
therefor. But the fastener may be easily re 
moved by the hands, or a simple tool, ap 
plied, either to raise the clamp, or press out 
the coil from closed position. 
While I have described the fastener in the 

drawings as a flat metal strap, I do not limit 
my invention to such construction, or to use 
on egg crates alone, and expect to frequently 
use wires properly bent, to form a spring at 
one end, and the other end bent to form fric-. 
tion points to hold the cover in position. 
What I claim is:- 
A detachable and removable fastener for 
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a crate cover having a straight shank por 
tion, one end of the shank portion being 
rolled inwardly to form a spling latch, the 
opposite end of the shank portion being pro 
vided with an inwardly extending 'section 
at right angles to the shank portion, the 
Outer edge of the inwardly extending section 
being provided with a plurality of inwardly 
stamped projections for securely holding the 

inwardly extending section of the shank por- 10 
tion in contact with the top of the crate 
cover, the shank portion being of suitable 
length for permitting the spring roll to fit 
tightly beneath a cleat across the end of the 
crate, thereby providing means for holding 15 
the cover in position on the crate. 
In testimony whereof I affix my signature. y Sig 

JOHN B. PETERSON. 


