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TJNITED STATES

PareENT UFFICE.

FRANK WILCOMB, OF NORRISTOWN, PENNSYLVANIA.

COMBINATION OUTER GARMENT.

‘SPEOIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. v72 5,008, dated April 21, 1803.

Applivation filed March 21,

To all whomw it may concerr: .
. Be it known_ that I, FrANK WILCOMB, &
citizen of the United States, residing
ristown; Montgomery county, Pennsylvania,
have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Combination Outing - Gar-
ments, of which the following is a specifica-
tion. 0 :

My invention relates to shooting and out-
ing coats; and it comprises & shooting-coat
of skeleton and sleeveless form having am-
munition-poékets and also game pouches or
pockets therein and adapted to be worn as an
outer garment.or coat at all times and sea-
sons, the ammunition and game pockets be-
ing so arranged in relation to each other that
the weight of the shells and game is properly
distributed to be carried comfortably by the
sportsman. This skeleton coatis constructed
with a view to permit access to the pockets of
any inner garment with which it may beused

.and not to interfere with the use of theinner

garment, whether this be an ordinary vest, a
sweater, or the inner section of my improved
combination outing-garment, which will be
referred to hereinafter. ‘

My invention in another of its aspects com-
prises the combination of a skeleton sleeve-
Tess quter shooting-coat with an inner outing
or fishing coat, the former being adapted in
size and form to be fitted over theinner coat
or section and to be attdched theretoina cer-
tain relation which will not interfere with
any usual or ordinary use of the inner coat,
permitting the latter to be worn.open or closed,
a8 may be desired, and at all times presenting
a garment which is dressy in appearance and
convenient in use and which to all intents
and purposes is one complete garment, hav-
ing the ¢ombined utility of both portions or
seotions without the inconvenience and clum-

siness of two separate garments, like'a shoot-.

ing-eoat and an under ammunition-vest.
Mycombination-coat just mentioned pro-
vides & hunting-coat when ‘both inner and
outer sections are used adapted for shooting
in ordinary seasons or in cold or. stormy
weather. - The outer skeleton section when
used withoutwthe inner section provides a
complete unting+coat for shore-shooting or

in warm weather when little clothing is de-

at Nor-

1902, Serial No. 89,279, (No model)

sired, while the inner section when used alone
provides an outing or fishing coat.

By my combination-coat the sportsman can
avoid the expense of several single coats—
one for hunting, one for fishing and outing,
and one for use in warm weather.

I am aware that it is old to use an under-
vest provided with means for carrying shells,
said vest _
der a loose-fitting shooting-jacket; but my
invention is different from this. ‘

Temploy no undervest, butan outsideskele-

ton coat having both ammunition and game

pocketstherein. With the ordinary shooting-
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being worn as-gn ordinary vest un- 6o

65-

coat having the undervest for ammunition it -

is necessary to wear the coa't unbuftoned in
order to have immediate aceéss to the shells.

‘'When this well-knowj undervestis employed
‘and a full supply of ammunition

ig carried,
it is often impossible to button the cuter coat,
and if so only with discomfort. With this
ammunition-vest it is necessary to Wear the
outer shooting-coat in order to carry the
game, and the weight of the game being sus-
tained wholly by the outer coatand the weight
of the loaded shells being on the undervest
discomfort results to the wearer, for there is
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no tendency of the weight on one: garment -

counterbalancing that carried by the other.

With my invention, comprising the outer
skeleton coat earrying both the ammunition -
and the game, the weight is properly distrib-
uted atfront and back and is borne comfort-
ably by the shoulders of the huunter, the in-
ner coat serving also to cushion the weight of
the outer garmént across the shoulders and’
across the back of the neck. : :
_ In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a front view of the complete coat. Fig. 218
a side view of the same. Fig. 3 is a rear
view of Fig. I. TFig. 4is a view of the skele-
ton shooting-coat detached. Fig. 5 is g view
of the outing-coat alone. Fig. 61s a front
view. of the skeleton coat alone. :

In the drawings the shooting-coat is shown
at 1.
form, as free from surplus cloth as possible
to make it light in weight and allow good
ventilation. It is provided in front with
means for carrying the ammunition, sald
means consisting of the pockets 2, and also
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This is of. the skeleton and sleeveless ‘
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with small game-pockets below the shell-
pockets. The front of the coat is connscted
with the back portion by means of narrow
shoulder-strips 3and the side straps 4, which
extend acrossthe intervening space under the
arms. A game bag or pouch 186, in compart-
ments or as one pouch, is carried by the
back of this skeleton c¢oat, accessible at the
top from the outside,and also an inner pocket
17, accessible from either side below the armn-
holes, while.on the front portion, below the
shell - receptacle, the small game - pockets

.above mentioned are arranged at 4’ on each

'side of the front portion and so as to coun-
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terbalancs each »ther. This shooting-coatis
also provided at a point above the shell-re-
ceptacle with small pockets 5 and 6-for small
articles. The purposes of the side openings
of the skeleton coat W111 be hereinafter re-
ferred to.

The shooting-coat is in the preferred form
of wmy invention combined with an outing-
coat, these two coats being adapted to sup-
plemeub each other in pr0v1dmg a complete
garment intended to meet all the require-
ments of the sportsman under different con-
ditions of seasons and of use.

The two sections of the complete garment
are made to fit eachiother perfectly, and they
appear as one garment when attached to
each other.

The inner coat or section 12 Fig. 5,7is in
the form of a coat witha collar 7 and sleeves 8,
and it isbuttoned down the front, as at 9. 1t
is also provided with pockets, as at 10, and is
suitable for fishing, camping,
ing uses.

The outer section or skeleton coat is at-
tached to the inner section by means of rows
of fastening devices 13, which may be snaps,
buttons or hooks and eyes. These fastening
devices are arranged slightly back from the

. edge of the flaps of inner coat or section, 8o
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that when the outer section is in place and
fastened it does not interfere with the but-
toning or unbuttoning of the inner coat, and

it is held in place by the fastenings even when -

the inner coat is worn unbuttoned.

- From the above it will be seen that the
shells and the game are all carried by the
skeleton coat, and the shells are exposed in
aceessible position on the outside of thesame.
This outer coat being combined with the in-
nér coat provides a garment which will afford
sufficient protection against cold. In cold
weather the sportsman can keep the inner
coat or section buttoned over warm clothing,
vest, or sweater without interfering with the
ready accessibility of the ammunition and
the various pockets of the outer sectlon or
shooting-coat.

Another important feature of my skeleton
outer section is the openings at the sides un-
der.the arms. Through these openings the
pockets of the inner garment or the game-

-pockets on the inside of the skeleton coat

may be reached, the said openings being of

or general out-

725,903

such size and so located ds to permit the
hand to be passed through. By the construe-
tion and arrangement of the skeleton coat it
will be seen that the uses of the inner gar-
ment are not interfered with in the slightest
degree. Iprefertomake the pouch or pocket
on the inner side of the back extend clear to
and open at the edge of the back section of
the skeleton coat.

As shown in Fig. 4, there are three cross
straps or strips on eaeh side of the skeleton
coat. The upper and lower straps connect
the front and back sections of the skeleton
coat, while the intermediate strap extends
from the edge of the front section to the edge
of the inner wall of the pouch or pocket on
theinnerside of the back gection. This leaves
the opening or mouth to the inner pocket or
pouch unobstructed, and in my present con-
struction such mouth extends from the point
of attachment of the lower strap to the back
section of the skeleton coat to thé point of
attachment of the upper strap.

With my invention the skeleton coat, as
before stated, not only has the shells carried
thereby, but the game-pouches algo, and the
game in the large pouch at the rear will coun-
terbalance the weight of the shells, and the
whole weight being thus distributed will be
sustained by the shoulders of the hunter.

With my improvement after a day’s shoot
and when the sportsman is tired the skeleton
shooting-coat, with the shells and the game,
may be removed, if desired, without remov-
ing the inner coat or section, which may re-
main as a protection against cold, and the
skeleton shooting-coat may be carried when
removed like anordinary sack, thusenabling
the sportsman to shift the load as comfort
may dictate, but without the sacrifice of pro-
tection against the weather.

When the sections or portiouns of the coat
are made of the same material, as before
stated, they cobstitute one garment in ap-
pearance and also in effect for certain pur-
poses.

The skeleton coat may be used quite inde-
pendently of the undercoat, and owing to its
freedom from surplus material it becomes an
ideal garment to be worn on warm days when
very little covering is desired, as in the case
of summer woodcock shooting, shore -bird
shooting; or plover shooting in Julyand Au-
gust. In cases of this kind the sportsman
has shell-pockets and game-pockets with no
unnecessary weight or warm clothing.

I may provide on the skeleton coat straps
to connect its front flaps or edges, which are
useful ‘when no undercoat is worn. These
straps 15 may be turned in and held by but-
tons 14 on the inner side of the skeleton coat,
if desired, when used with .ne inner coat.

I elaim as my invention—

1. A sleeveless shooting-coat of skeleton
form having strips to pass over the shoulders
connecting the front and hack sections of the
coat, said coat having openings at the sides
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below the armholes to give ventilation and

easy access to the interior of the coat, cross- .

pieces to connect the front section and the
back section, ammunition - pockets in the
front section, game-pockets in said sections

. below the ammunition - pockets, a game-

pouch on the inside of the back section ac-

cessiblé from the side and a game-pouch on .

the outside; of the baek section ‘open at top,
‘1bstanbla,lly as described.
"2 A shooting-coat having an openmd ab

- the side beneath the armholes a game-pocket
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on the ipgner side of the coat accessible
through the said opening, and # game-pockef
on' the outer side of the eoat, both the said
mnar and outer game- pockets being carried
y.the back'section of the coat substantlally
».as\ Jescribed) ¢ |
' A shoobmg coat formed of back and
froAt. sections.'connected together with an
opening at the'side beneath the armhole and
a game-pocket on tlie inner side of the said
coat having its ‘mouth open latérally at the
edge of dne y of. said sections, substantially as
described. ,
4, Incombination, an inner section or eoat,
amw outer section and meaus for attaching the

Awo toﬂ'ether with the edges of the outer sec-.

tion back from the flaps or meeting edges of
the jnner saction, substautially as descmbed

a8

. 5. In combination, the inner section or
coat the outer section and means for holding
the sections togetherwith the flaps of the outer
section back from the edge of the flaps of the
inner section, substantially as described.

6. In combmatlon, the outer and inner’

coats or sections, the outer one being of skele-
ton form having pockets for ammumtlon and
game, and the inner coat also having pockets,
means for fastening together the inner and
outer coats, said outer coat having openings
at the sides under the armholes to provide
for ventilation and to provide access to the

pockets of the inner coat and strips extend--

ing across said side openings to connect the
front and back portions of the outer coat, sub-
stantially as deseribed.

7. In combination, the inner and outer sec-
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tions or coats, means for detachably connect- - )

ing them together and an opening at the sides

of the outer section to permit access to the

inner section, said inner secfion having
pockets therein, substantially as described.

In testimony whereof I affix my sigynature
in presence of two witnesses.

FRANK WILCOMB.

Witnesses:
- C. G. CORsoON,
HARrROLD CORSON,



