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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
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ROUSERS-STRETCEER. 
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To all whom, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, ROBERT B. LIDDLE, 

citizen of the United States, residing at 
Minaville, in the county of Montgomery and 
State of New York, have invented certain 
new and useful Improvements in Trousers 
Stretchers, of which the following is a speci 
fication. 
This invention comprehends certain new 

and useful inprovements in garment stretch 
ers and hangers, and the invention has for 
its object a simple and durable construction 
of trouse's stretcher which is composed of 
comparatively few parts, that may be 
cheaply manufactured and easily assembled 
and which will serve to keep the trousers at 
their original length and in their original 
Snooth condition, entirely free from Wrin 
kles and from bagginess at the knees. 
With this and other objects in view as 

will more fully appear as the description 
proceeds the invention consists in certain 
constructions and arrangements of the parts 
that I shal hereinafter fully describe and 
claim. 
For a full understanding of the invention 

and the merits thereof, and also to acquire 
a knowledge of the details of construction 
and the means for effecting the result, ref 
erence is to be had to the following descrip 
tion and accompanying drawings, in which, 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a trou 
sers stretcher constructed in accordance with 
my invention. Fig. 2 is a longitudinal Sec 
tional view thereof, portions of the bars be 
ing broken away and Fig. 3 is a front edge 
view. Fig. 4 is a horizontal sectional view 
on the line 4-4 of Fig. 2. 
Corresponding and like parts are referred 

to in the following description and indicated 
in all the views of the drawings by the same 
reference characters. 

Referring to the drawings, the numeral I 
designates the head of my improved trous 
sers stretcher, the same being of any desired 
size and shape and being formed with two 
longitudinally extending slots 2, which are 
preferably closed at one end by the upper 
ends of the relatively stationary front bars 
3, secured to the head by Screws or similar 
fastening devices. 4 designates rear bars 
that are designed to coact with the corre 
sponding front bars when inserted within 
the legs of the trousers to be stretched, all 
of these parts being preferably made of 
wood. 
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The lower ends of the bars 3 and 4 are 
preferably reinforced by metal sheathing 5 
and spreaders 6 are interposed between the 
front and corresponding rear bars at the 
lower ends thereof, so as to spread said lower 
ends apart. In the present instance these 
spreaders 6 are in the form of bolts, having 
rigid bearing in one bar of each pair and 
received in sockets in the complementary 
bar of each pair, nuts 7, working on said 
bolts, and being thereby designed to move 
the lower ends of the corresponding front 
pairs against the tension of retracting mem 
bers 8 that are in the form of springs or 
strips of elastic secured to the bar's as shown. 
The upper ends of the rear bars extend up 
wardly through the slots 2 and work freely 
therein, being held at the desired distance 
from the upper ends of the relatively sta 
tionary front bars 3, by means of keys 9, 
that are adapted to be inserted to corre 
sponding openings 10 formed in the head 1, 
and extending across the slots 2 in front of 
the rear bars, so as to hold them securely in 
place to exert the proper tension on the 
trousers at the upper portion thereof. Pref 
erably the two keys 9 are connected together 
by a chain, 11. 
The front and rear bars are beveled or 

tapered toward their outer edges as shown, 
so as to produce the proper creases in the 
leg portions of the trousers and such edges 
are preferably formed with the notches 12, 
whereby the cloth may be properly engaged 
to prevent any shrinking or movement in a 
longitudinal direction, 
The head 1, is provided with a pin 13 de 

pending between the upper ends of the front 
bars 3, said pin being preferably formed on 
its rear edge with notches 14 and being de 
signed to engage the upper Ol' body portion 
of the trousers so as to compensate for the 
fullness thereof and hold the same properly 
stretched at the upper part as Well as to pre 
vent any twisting or sidewise displacement 
and thereby maintaining the trousers always 
in a position where the creases formed will 
be properly at front and back. 
The entire device may be suspended from 

any suitable support by a hook 15 or the like 
secured to the head 1. 
From the foregoing description in con 

nection with the accompanying drawing, it 
is believed that the operation of my in 
proved trousers stretcher is obvious. In the 
preferred use of the device the trousers are 
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creases will be along the proper lines, both 

drawn over the two pairs of corresponding connected at their upper ends to said head, 
front and rear bars 3 and 4 and the nuts 
are turned to spread the lower ends of the 
bars while the upper ends of the bars are 
held spaced from each other by the keys 9 
So as to exert the desired tension upon the 
trousers and hold the same in proper con 
dition. 

it is well known that the greatest fullness 
of trousers is in the body portion thereof, 
particularly around the waist line, and the 
pin 13 is provided in order that after the 
trousel's legs have been slipped upwardly 
over the Suspension front and rear bars 3 
and 4 and properly stretched, the ends of the 
waist band may be connected together back 
of the pin 13 So as to take up the fullness at 
this point and hold the trousers so that the 
front and rear. 
Having thus described the invention, what 

is claimed as new is: 
1. A trousers stretcher comprising a head 

formed with longitudinal slots, front bars 

948,734 

rear bars extending through said slots and 
adjustably connected at their lower ends to 
the front bars, the head being formed with a 
plurality of openings communicating with 
the slots, and keys adapted to extend 
through said openings to hold the upper 
ends of the rear bars spaced from the upper 
ends of the front bal's. 

2. A trousers stretcher having in combina 
tion front and rear bars, means for holding 
said bars in spaced relation to each other, 
and a pin fastened between said bars at the 
upper ends thereof, whereby the waist band 
of a pair of trousers may be secured back of 
said pin so as to tightly hold the body por 
tion of the trousers and prevent same from 
slipping around. 

In testimony whereof I affix my signature 
in presence of two witnesses. 

ROBERT B. LIDDLE. T. s. 
Witnesses: 

FRED J. CoNRAD, 
MATTHEW DwYER. 
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