


O 

15 

20 

25 

40 

45 

50 

Patented Mar. 11, 1941 

UNITED STATES 

2,234,233 

PATENT OFFICE 
2,234,233 

WORKBOX 
Mark Orlin Corey, Los Angeles, Calif. 

Application December 22, 1939, Serial No. 310,549 
3 Claims. 

This invention relates to workboxes, and par 
ticularly to sewing boxes for holding the supplies 
and equipment used in household sewing work. 

It is an object of this invention to provide a 
sewing box having means for orderly disposition 
therein of sewing supplies and equipment, and 
especially to provide means for storing spools 
of thread within the box in such manner that 
they will not commingle in disorderly fashion 
with the other contents of the box. 

It is another object of the invention to pro 
vide in a sewing box means for rendering con 
veniently available, when the box is open, the 
Spools of thread which are stored therein. 
Other objects and advantages will be appar 

ent from a reading of the Specification, drawing, 
and claims of this application. 
In the dra Wing 
Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a workbox em 

bodying my invention, with the lid and front wall 
in Open position. 

Fig. 2 is a vertical sectional view of the box 
With its parts in closed position, the position 
of the cover, front lid, and connecting link mech 
anisms when the box is opened being shown in 
dot and dash lines. 
The box comprises a body A, a lid B, and a 

front drop Wall C. The box body A comprises a 
bottom ff, a back wall 2, and end walls 3 made 
of any suitable material and rigidly secured to 
gether in any desired fashion. The box bottom 

f is preferably provided with front and rear 
supporting bars 4 extending longitudinally of 
the box and adapted to Support the box bottom 

in a position slightly above the surface upon 
which the box rests. A dividing wall 5 is se 
cured between the end walls 3 in such a position 
in the interior of the box as to divide the inte 
rior chamber of the box into a front compart 
ment 6 and a rear compartment 7. 
The lid B is hinged to the rear Wall f2 at 

the upper edge 9 thereof. The front Wall C 
is hinged to the bottom at the front edge 2 
thereof. A slotted tie strap 22 is pivoted at its 
upper end to the lid B. A pin (not shown) 
mounted on the inner Wall of the adjacent end 
3 of the body engages the slot of the tie strap 

22, terminating the opening movement of the 
lid B at a position in which it is substantially 
vertical but slightly inclined away from the box 
body. 
The front wall C of the box is provided with a 

row of pins 23 which are rigidly mounted on 
the inner face of the wall C in a position normal 
to the plane of the front wall. These pins are 

(C. 223-107) 
Spaced from each other and from the edges of 
the front wall C to accommodate spools of thread 
24. The pins 23 may be sufficiently long to hold 
two Spools each, depending upon the conditions 
of use and the purposes for which the box is 
designed. 
The dividing wall 5 is spaced from the front 

of the box sufficiently to accommodate the pins 
23 in the compartment 6, when they are in hori 
ZOntal position in the closed box. Articles of 
Supply and equipment which are loosely dis 
posed in the compartment 7 are kept separate 
from the spools on the pins 23 by the dividing 
Wall 5. This separation of other articles from 
the Spools adds to the neatness and orderliness 
of arrangement of the box contents and prevents 
Soiling or disarrangement of the outer winding 
of thread on the spools. 
A link 25 is pivotally mounted at its center 

upon the inner face of one of the end Walls 3. 
A link 26 is pivotally connected at its one end 
to the upper end of the link 25 and at its other 
end to the lid B. A third link 27 is pivotally con 
nected at its one end to the lower end of the link 
25 and at its other end to a bracket 28 se 
cured to the inside face of the front wall C. 
The links 25, 26, and 27 are so dimensioned 

and connected to the box parts that when the 
lid B is in closed position the front Wall C is me 
chanically held in closed vertical position, as 
shown in full lines in Fig. 2. When the lid B is 
lifted, the link mechanism operates upon the 
front wall C to swing it outwardly and down 
Wardly. When the lid reaches the position shown 
in Fig. 1, at which the tie strap 22 prevents fur 
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ther backward movement of the lid about its 
hinges, the front wall C has reached a horizon 
tal position as shown in dotted lines in Fig. 2. In 
this position, the spool holding pins 23 stand up 
right, making the spools thereon readily available 
for removal. On the other hand, when the lid 
and front wall are in closed position, the spool 
holding pins 23 are nested in horizontal position 
within the front compartment 6. 
The rear compartment 7 is designed to hold 

thimbles, measuring tape, and other articles used 
in Sewing. Preferably the under side of the lid 
B has attached thereto holding devices of any 
desired character (not shown) for the orderly 
holding of scissors, bobbins, papers of needles, 
and other Sewing Supplies and equipment. 

It will be seen that by this invention there is 
provided a Workbox which holds the various ar 
ticles contained therein in compact, neat, and 
orderly fashion, and when opened so disposes its 

40 

45 

50 

55 



10 

25 

30 

35 

contents that they are readily available for re 
moval. 
A box constructed according to this invention 

is particularly adapted to keep spools of thread 
separate from the other contents of the box. So 
that the thread Will not become Soiled and SO 
that the loose thread ends of the Spools Will 
not become tangled with each other and With 
other articles in the box, and which will at the 
same time present the Spools for convenient and 
ready selection and removal When the box is 
Open. 
A particular box has been described in detail. 

herein, and a particular arrangement of lid, front 
wall, and connecting mechanism has been Speci 
fied. The invention is not limited to this particu 
lar box or to the particular arrangement of lid, 
front Wall, 

be made Without departing from the Scope of 
the invention which is defined in the appended 
claims. 
I claim as my invention: - 
1. In a workbox, the combination of: a box 

body; a lid hinged to the upper edge of the rear 
wall of said body; a front drop Wall hinged to 
the front edge of the bottom of said body and 
adapted to Swing from a Vertical to a horizontal 
position; spool holding pins mounted upon and 
normal to the inner face of said wall; and means 
mechanically linking together said lid and said 
front drop wall for simultaneous opening move 
ments and simultaneous closing movements of 
said lid and said front drop Wall about their re 
spective hinged axes. 

2. In a Workbox, the combination of: a rela 
tively broad shallow box body; a relatively broad 
lid hinged to the upper edge of the rear wall of 

and connecting link mechanism. 
Many modifications of the box and its parts can 
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said body; a relatively narrow front drop wall 
hinged to the front edge of the bottom of Said 
body and adapted to Swing from a vertical to a 
horizontal position; spool holding pins substan 
tially shorter than the width of said box and 
mounted upon and normal to the inner face of 
said front drop wall; means mechanically link 
ing together said lid and front drop wall adapted 
to permit said lid and front drop wall to simul 
taneously assume a closed position and simul 
taneously assume a vertical and horizontal posi 
tion respectively; and stop means for halting the 
movement of the lid at a substantially vertical 
position. 

3. In a Workbox, the combination of: a rela 
tively broad shallow box body; a relatively broad 
lid hinged to the upper edge of the rear Wall 
of Said body; a relatively narrow front drop wall 
hinged to the front edge of the bottom of said 
body and adapted to swing from a vertical to a 
horizontal position; spool holding pins substan 
tially shorter than the width of said box and 
mounted upon and normal to the inner face. Of 
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said wall; a vertical dividing wall mounted longi 
tudinally of said box body at a distance from the ; 
front of said box sufficient to clear, by a relative 
ly Small distance, the Outer ends of said pins 
when said front wall is in vertical closed posi 
tion and at a distance from the rear of said box 
Sufficient to afford a compartment of substantial 
size for holding sewing articles; and means me 
chancally linking together said lid and said front 
drop wall for simultaneous opening movements 
and simultaneous closing movements of said lid 
and said front drop wall about their respective 
hinged axes. 

MARK ORLIN COREY. 
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