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Be it known that I, Arraur J. MirTLER,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Wellston, in the county of St. Louis and
State of Missouri, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Collapsible Re-
ceptacles, of which the following 1s a speci-
fication.

This invention relates to improvements in
collapsible receptacles and has for its prime
object the production of a simple and inex:
pensive basket which shall supplant, at least
to a large extent, the well-known *chip”
basket now commonly distributed by grocers.

Whereas the wooden “chip” basket is
gradually increasing in cost due to the less-
ening supply of suitable timber and is ex-
pensive to ship and store on account of its
size and rigid structure, the basket of my in-
vention is designed to be constructed of any
suitable artificial material, such as straw-
board, stiffened canvas, or the like, and will
be comparatively inexpensive to ship and
store by reason of being collapsible.

Referring to the drawings, in which like
numerals refer to like parts throughout the
several views, Figure 1 is a side elevation of
the basket of my invention as the same ap-
pears when open and ready for use; Fig. 2 a
top plan view of the completed basket in its
folded condition; and Fig. 8 an end eleva-
tion of the receptacle as shown in Tig. 1.

In carrying my invention into practice I
provide a blank of any suitable material and
of formation adapted to provide a floor or
bottom 1, side walls 2 and 3, and ends 4.
Disposed at opposite extremities of side wall
2 are inclined scorings 5, the same extending
from the upper edge of said wall to a scoring
6 which is disposed in the side walls as well
as the ends of the receptacle at a point about
an inch above the bottom thereof. Knds 4

are also provided with scorings 7 and §

which extend from scoring 6 to the upper
edge of said ends and it will be noted that
the inclination of scoring 8 differs from that
of scoring 7 and that these scorings do not
intersect.

‘Pivotally secured to the lower margin of
sides 2 and 3 by means of rivets 9 having an
oblong inner head 9%, or other suitable con-
trivance, are opposite extremities of a handle
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10, and disposed in the sides of said handle
are oblong slots 11 in which are slidably
mounted members 12 having enlarged ends
12, sald members adapted to enter the open
end 13* of slots 13 when the receptacle is un-
tolded and thus retain its sides in upright
position. The collapse of this receptacle is
effected by bending inwardly its ends 4 to-
gether with sections 2* of wall 2 defined by
scorings 5, and this permits side 3 to fold
downwardly upon said ends while side 2
folds over upon side 8, that portion of said
sides lying beneath scoring 6 being main-

tained in substantially vertical position due

to the engagement therewith of the ends of
handle 10. :

While the preferred form of my inven-
tion is herein described I do not wish it un-
derstood that I propose’to limit myself pre-
cisely thereto, and the right is reserved of
making such change in the character or form
of handle 10 and the means for securing its
ends to the receptacle, as well as alterations
with respect to the scorings or creases or the
shape of slots 13, as may prove expedient
or desirable, and without departing from the
spirit of the invention and the scope of the
following claims,

What I claim as new and desire to secure
by Letters Patent is:—

1. An article of the character described
comprising a foldable receptacle, a handle
having its opposite ends pivotally secured to
the cides thereof, and a scoring disposed sub-
stantially from end to end of said sides
above the point of engagement therewith of
said handle, whereby said receptacle may be
folded without interference from said handle.

2. An article of the character described
comprising a foldable receptacie, a handle
having its opposite ends pivotally secured to
the sides thereof, members slidably engaged
with said handle adapted to engage said
sides, and a scoring disposed substantially
from end to end of said sides above the point
of engagement therewith of said handle,
whereby said receptacle may be folded with-
out interference from said handle.

3. An article of the character described
comprising a foldable receptacle, a handle
having its opposite ends pivotally secured to
the sides thereof, slots arranged in said sides,
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members slidably engaged with said handle | In testimony whereof I have affixed my
adapted to engage said slots, and a scoring | signature in presence of two witnesses.

disposed substantially from end to end of
said sides above the point of engagement ARTHUK J. MITTLER.

therewith of said handle, whereby said re- Witnesses:
ceptacle may be folded without interference W. Keane SMaLL,
from said handle. TraomAs JLRSKINE.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the ‘ Commissioner of Patents,
‘Washington, D. C.”




