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57 ABSTRACT 

An open ended tubular carrier carton, particularly for 
two parallel rows of bottles, which is folded from a flat 
blank to form a sleeve in which the upper regions of 
the bottles are located in apertures in the side walls of 
the carton, is provided with a carrying handle extend 
ing transversely across the carton. The handle is 
formed from a separate blank and has a central por 
tion for gripping by hand and tongues at each end 
which are located inside the carton, ears extending 
from each of the tongues engaging the inside of the 
carton. Apertures at the ends of the handle also 
receive and locate at least one bottle in each of the 
OWS. 

2 Claims, 4 Drawing Figures 
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ATTACHED HANDLE FORCARRIER CARTON 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to a carrier carton for a 
pair of parallel rows of containers, the carton compris 
ing an open ended sleeve having apertures to receive 
and locate the upper ends of the containers, and a car 
rying handle. 

Carrier cartons for a plurality of bottles and similar 
containers are already known, a commonly adopted 
form of carrier carton comprising a flat blank folded 
into an open ended sleeve with the joining edges of the 
blank secured to each other by an adhesive or an inter 
locking arrangement of tabs and slots or the like. To 
enable the carrier cartons to be easily carried it has 
been proposed to provide finger grip holes at the top of 
the carrier which, however, are difficult to carry. It has 
also been proposed to strike a carrying handle from the 
top wall of a carrier but, because the amount of materi 
al available limits the distance by which such carrying 
handles can be spaced above the top wall of the carrier, 
these carrying handles are difficult to grip and uncom 
fortable in use. It has also been proposed to use 
separate loose handles disposed transversely to the lon 
gitudinal direction of the carrier but as previously 
proposed loose handles are liable to tear or cause the 
carrier to tear. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

An object of the present invention is to provide a car 
rier having inclined upper side walls provided with 
apertures through which the containers extend, and 
having a firm strong carrying handle. 

This object, as well as other objects and advantages 
which will become apparent in the following descrip 
tion, are achieved, according to the present invention, 
by providing an open ended tubular carrier carton for a 
pair of parallel rows of containers comprising in com 
bination a one-piece blank folded along parallel fold 
lines to form a carrier having a pair of opposed vertical 
side walls, a horizontal top wall, a pair of inwardly 
inclined upper side walls between the vertical side walls 
and the top wall, two bottom wall panels each attached 
to one of the vertical side walls and adapted to be 
secured one to another to secure the carton in the 
erected condition, and an elongated handle formed 
from a separate blank. Apertures are formed in the 
inclined upper side walls to receive and locate the 
upper regions of the containers. The handle has a cen 
tral portion for gripping and carrying a loaded carton 
and a tongue at each end of the handle, laterally op 
posite outwardly extending ears being formed on each 
of the tongues. Openings are formed in each of the 
upper side walls, one edge of each of the openings 
being defined by the fold line between the top wall and 
the inclined side wall and slits extending from the open 
ing parallel to and spaced from said fold lines through 
which the tongues of the handle can be inserted so that 
the handle extends transversely of the carton with the 
ears engaging the underside of said fold lines. Aper 
tures are also formed in the handle adapted to receive 
and locate the upper region of at least one container in 
each of the parallel rows when the carrier is carried by 
the handle. 

This construction enables the handle to have suffi 
cient width that the required strength of handle can be 
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2 
achieved according to the load to be carried, and the 
tubular carrier itself not unduly weakened by the slits 
necessary for insertion of the handle. The handle can 
be long enough to enable it to be readily gripped and it 
can be collapsed flat to the shape of the top of the carri 
er when not in use. Moreover, because the openings in 
the handle receive and locate at least one container in 
each row the firmness of the handle is improved. 
By adapting the openings in the handle to support the 

containers which are located thereby the load exerted 
by the weight of the pack on the ears of the tongues is 
reduced thus reducing the possibility of tearing of the 
handle or the carrier still further. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 shows a plan view of a flat blank for forming a 
tubular carrier carton. 

FIG. 2 shows a plan view of a flat blank for forming a 
handle. 

FIG. 3 shows a plan view of a flat blank for forming 
an alternative handle. 

FIG. 4 shows a sectional side elevation of a carton 
erected from the blank of FIG. 1 with two rows of bot 
tles and a handle of the blank illustrated in FIG.2. 

DESCRIPTION OF SPECIFICEMBODIMENTS 
The embodiment shown is particularly designed for 

containing two parallel rows of bottles. The blank 
shown in FIG. 1 is provided with parallel fold lines 1, 2 
and 3 which define a top wall 4, two upper side walls 5, 
side walls 6 and bottom flaps 7. The bottom flaps 7 are 
adapted to be secured together in any well known 
manner, e.g. by an adhesive, to form an open ended tu 
bular sleeve. Apertures 8 in the upper side walls 5 ad 
jacent the fold line are shaped to receive and locate the 
necks or closures of the bottles to be contained. 
Openings 9 midway along the upper side walls have 

one edge defined by the fold line 1 and on the other 
three edges by the edges 10 and 11. Slits 12 extend in 
alignment with the edge 11 beyond each of the edges 
10 parallel with the fold line 1 into the upper side walls. 
The edge of the opening 10 formed by the fold line 1 is 
recessed at 13. 

Referring now to FIG. 2, a handle comprises a cen 
tral portion 14 having tongues 15 at each end provided 
with laterally opposite outwardly extending ears 16, the 
edges 17 of the ears extending normal to the longitu 
dinal axis of the handle. Apertures 18 at each end of 
the handle substantially correspond with the apertures 
8 except that they are elongated in the longitudinal 
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direction of the handle. Flaps 19 are cut from the cen 
tral portion of the handle to hinge along the lines 20. 
The width of the openings 9 between the edges 10 

substantially corresponds with the width of the central 
portion 14 of the handle and the overall distance 
between the extreme ends of a pair of slits 12 substan 
tially corresponds with the width of the handle across 
the two ears 16. 

FIG. 4 shows the carton blank of FIG. 1 and the han 
dle of FIG. 2 erected to contain ten bottles. In the 
erected condition, side walls 6 are vertical and the 
upper side walls 5 are inwardly inclined towards the top 
wall 4. The upper regions of the bottles formed by the 
necks or closures of the bottles project through the 
apertures 8 and are located thereby in the carrier. 
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The tongues of the handle have been inserted 
through the slits 12 in the upper side walls 5 of the car 
rier so that the tongues are within the carrier. As shown 
in FIG. 4 the handle is in the carrying position in which 
the ears 17 of the tongues are in engagement with the 
undersides of the fold lines 1 joining the upper side 
walls to the top wall. The central portion 14 of the han 
dle fits within the recesses 13 and the upper regions of 
bottles in the middle of the carton project through and 
are located in the apertures 18 formed in the handle. 
The handle can be folded down from the carrying 

position to conform to the shape of the carrier by fold 
ing the handle from the position shown and sliding the 
handle down in the plane of the upper side walls. This 
sliding is facilitated by the apertures 18 being elongated 
in the longitudinal direction whilst locating the upper 
regions of the bottles in the longitudinal direction of 
the carrier. 
The flaps 19 can be folded out of the plane of the 

central portion of the handle to provide finger holes for 
carrying purposes. 
When the carrier is lifted by the handle the weight of 

the bottles located in the handle is largely supported 
directly by the handle. The weight of the remaining 
bottles is taken by the ears engaging within the carrier. 
The location of the bottles in the handle also adds a 
degree of firmness to the handle and its location rela 
tive to the carrier. 
The width of the handle, and the ears, can be made 

large enough to support the load to be carried, and the 
carrier can be arranged to carry even a fairly large 
number of bottles. If desired, the tongues can be 
widened so that two apertures 18 are formed in each 
end of the handle. 

FIG. 3 shows a slightly modified handle from that 
shown in FIG. 2. The handle again comprises a central 
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portion 14 having tongues 15 at each end but in this 
embodiment the handle is strengthened adjacent the 
apertures 18 by forming the ears 16 over less than the 
length of the tongues so that the apertures 18 are 
disposed wholly within the tongues. 
What is claimed is: 
1. An open ended tubular carrier carton for a pair of 

parallel rows of containers, comprising in combination 
a one-piece blank folded along parallel fold lines to 
form a carrier having a pair of opposed vertical side 
walls, a horizontal top wall, a pair of inwardly inclined 
upper side walls between the vertical side walls and the 
top wall, two bottom wall panels each attached to one 
of the vertical side walls and adapted to be secured one 
to another to secure the carton in the erected condi 
tion, apertures formed in the inclined upper side walls 
to receive and locate the upper regions of the con 
tainers, and an elongated handle formed from a 
separate blank having a central portion for gripping 
and carrying a loaded carton, a tongue at each of the 
ends of the handle, laterally opposite outwardly extend 
ing ears on each of the tongues, openings formed in the 
upper side walls, one edge of each of the openings 
being defined by the fold lines between the top wall and 
the inclined side walls, slits extending from the opening 
parallel to and spaced from said fold lines through 
which the tongues of the handle can be inserted so that 
the handle extends transversely of the carton with the 
e3S egg the underside of said fold lines, and aper 
tures if the handle adapted to receive and locate the 
upper region of at least one container in each of the 
parallel rows when the carrier is carried by the handle. 

2. A carrier carton according to claim 1 in which the 
openings in the handle are adapted to support the con 
tainers received and located therein. 
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