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This invention embodies a new and useful box con 
struction for the support of a mattress on a bed. 
The primary object of this invention is to provide a 

novel means for Supporting a mattress relative to a bed 
Stead and frame, replacing the usual box spring, which 
will offer a firm but comfortable support for the mattress. 

Another object of this invention is to provide a mattress 
Support of rectangular box shape which is formed of a 
rigid material such as wood, padded on the outside for 
comfort, and to include a hollow space therewithin for 
use as Storage space which is accessible without disturb 
ing the bed makeup. 

Another object of this invention is to provide in a 
mattress Support of the character described, a flap or lid 
panel at one end for gaining access to the storage com 
partment of the box, and a hinge means for holding a 
flap or lid at the other end in an inclined position for the 
Support of the head and chest of heart patients or other 
persons desiring elevation. 
A further advantage of the structure to be disclosed is 

the silence in use as compared to the usual noise of a 
mattress Support employing coiled metal springs. 
Yet another object of this invention is to provide a 

Strong and durable bed box of the character described 
which shall be relatively inexpensive to manufacture, easy 
to manipulate, and yet practical and efficient to a high 
degree in use. 

Other objects of this invention will in part be obvious 
and in part hereinafter pointed out. 
The invention accordingly consists in the features of 

construction, combinations of elements, and arrangements 
of parts, which will be exemplified in the construction 
hereinafter described, and of which the scope of inven 
tion will be indicated in the following claims. 

In the accompanying drawings in which is shown vari 
ous illustrative embodiments of this invention: 

Fig. 1 is a top plan view of a mattress support in ac 
cordance with the present invention showing the inner 
frame portions in broken lines; 

Fig. 2 is an elevational cross-section of the mattress 
Support with one lid lifted and illustrating the handle for 
lifting the Support, and showing the support on a bed 
Stead; 

Fig. 3 is a fragmentary cross-section of a hinge con 
necting two portions of the mattress support; 

Fig. 4 is a cross-sectional fragmentary view on the line 
4-4 of Fig. 2, showing a lifting handle used on the 
device; 

Fig. 5 is a cross-sectional fragmentary top view taken 
on line 5-5 of Fig. 2, of a corner of the device showing 
the covering on the framework; 

Fig. 6 is a fragmentary elevational view of a hinge 
support member; 

Fig. 7 is a cross-sectional view taken on the line 7-7 
of Fig. 6; 

Fig. 8 is a fragmentary elevational view of a portion 
of the hinge of Fig. 6; 
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Fig. 9 is a cross-sectional fragmentary view of one of 

the top panels; 
Fig. 10 is a fragmentary end view of the mattress sup 

port showing means for attachment to a bedstead; and 
Fig. 11 is a cross-sectional view taken on the line 

11-1 of Fig. 10. 
Referring now to the drawings in detail, 15 indicates a 

mattress support embodying the invention for supporting 
a mattress M. The mattress support consists essentially 
of a rectangular hollow box. 16. The box 16 comprises 
a case which is formed with a pair of upright side walls 
17 and a pair of upright end walls 18 interconnected to 
the side walls by curved or rounded corners 19. A pair 
of inner partition frame members 20, 21 are provided 
within the box and extend between the outer walls, cross 
ing each other at the center. Frame member 20 extends 
between the side walls 17, and frame member 21 extends 
between the end walls 18. The side walls and frame 
members may be formed of any suitable material such 
as wood or plywood. A bottom wall 22 covers the bot 
tom of the box between the side walls. The bottom wall 
22 may be of thinner sheet material than the side walls 
and frame walls. 
The top of the box is comprised of three panels. A 

central fixed top wall or panel 23 extends across the top 
of frame member 20 from one side wall 17 to the other. 
The width of panel 23 may be roughly /3 the length of 
the box. A pair of end cover flaps, lids or panels 24 
extend from the sides of panel 23 to the end walls 18 of 
the box, and are rounded at the outer corners to fit over 
corners 19 between the side walls of the box. The cen 
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tral panel 23 is stationary and fixed to the tops of the 
side walls 17 and to the top edges of the cross frame 
members 20 and 21. The end panels 24, however, are 
hinged to the central panel 23 by double leaf piano hinges 
25 (see Fig. 3). One of the top end panels 24 is hinged 
at each side of the side walls 17 by means of support 
hinges 26 (shown in Fig. 6). Each support hinge 26 is 
attached to a side wall 17 by means of a plate 27 having 
an outstanding button 28. Hinged on button 28 is the 
lower arm 29 of the hinge. The upper arm 30 of the 
hinge is pivotally connected to the lower arm 29 by a 
pivot pin 31. The two arms of the hinge have outstand 
ing flat portions 32 adjacent the pivot pin 31. The con 
nected hinge portions 29a and 30a, through which the pin 
31 passes, are offset from the leaf portions 29 and 30 
and lie in the same plane. Therefore, when the hinge 
arms are straightened out, the flat extending portions 32 
will abut each other and limit further movement so as to 
hold the hinge rigidly in position. A knuckle joint is thus 
formed. The upper end of the upper arm 30 is attached 
to the underside of the panel 24 by means of a plate 35 
having an outstanding arm 36 to which the end of arm 
30 is pivotally attached by a rivet 37. 
The mattress support 15 may be supported on cross 

slats 15a supported on usual side rails 15b fixed to head 
board 15c and footboard 15d of a bedstead 5e. The 
support 15 is of such dimension as to fully support a 
Inattress for the bedstead. 
A pair of handles 38 are attached to the end edge of 

each panel 24 for lifting the panel in order to have ac 
cess to the inner compartments of the box or to set the 
support hinge 26 to hold the panel in an upwardly 
angled position so as to support a person lying in the 
bed on which it is used. These handles project above 
the box to help keep the mattress from sliding off the 
box. The outer surface of the side walls 17 and 18 is 
covered with a cloth material 40. This covering may 
be decorative. The stationary top panel 23 and the mov 
able panels 24 are each covered with a layer of cotton 
padding or other suitable padding 41. A layer of cloth 
fabric 42 covers the cotton padding and holds it in place. 
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The cloth 42 may be folded around the edge of the panels 
and tacked to the underside as at 43. The padding on 
the top of the upper panels will serve as an extra cush 
ioning for the firm support which the mattress box pro 
vides. Even with a mattress in place on top of the mat 
tress support, access may be had to the inner compart 
ment by raising either end panel 24. Either the head or 
the feet of the person lying in the bed may be elevated 
by this means and held in place by straightening the 
knuckle of the support hinge 26. 
The mattress, support box may be either placed on 

wooden slats directly supported by a bed frame and bed 
stead as is common practice, or a pair of hook members 
45 may be attached to the ends of the box for hooking 
over support studs 46 which are usually mounted in 
recesses in the corner posts 47 of a bedstead (see Figs. 
10 and 11). 
A pair of cloth loop handles 44 are provided on each 

side of the mattress support and may be attached by 
tacks or other fastening means 44a to the bottom of the 
box. 16. Handles 44 will provide a means of lifting the 
mattress support out of a bed frame, or placing it therein. 

It will thus be seen that there is provided a device in 
which the several objects of this invention are achieved 
and which is well adapted to meet the conditions of prac 
tical use. 
As various possible embodiments might be made of 

the above invention, and as various changes might be 
made in the embodiments above set forth, it is to be 
understood that the matter set forth above or shown in 
the accompanying drawings is merely illustrative and is 
not to be interpreted in a limiting sense, the scope of the 
invention being delineated in the appended claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A mattress support for a bed comprising a box, 
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4. 
said box comprising elongated upright side walls and 
elongated upright end walls, and a bottom wall, a top 
intermediate panel spaced from the end walls and ex 
tending from one side wall to the other and fixed at the 
ends thereof to the upper edges of said side walls and 
resting thereon, top end panels hinged at the inner ends 
thereof to the end edges of the intermediate panel and 
extending to the end walls of the box and supported on 
the upper ends of said side walls and said end walls, 
collapsible means to support at least one of said hinged 
top end panels in raised inclined position, the space be 
neath the intermediate panel communicating with the 
space beneath one or the other of said end panels so that 
articles may be inserted into the box by opening said end 
panels and pushing such articles beneath the fixed panel. 

2. The combination of claim 1, in combination with 
a vertical partition within the box interconnecting the 
end walls and crossing beneath the intermediate panel and 
supporting the latter, said partition being parallel to and 
spaced from the side walls. 
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