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To all whom it may concerm:

Be it known that I, HENRY BUCK, a citizen
of the United States, residing at.North Man-
chester, in the county of Wabash and State
of Indiana, have invented certain new and

~useful Improvements in Fences; and I do de-

clare the following to be a full, elear and ex-
act description of the invention, such as will
enable others skilled in the art to which it ap-
pertains to make and use the same.

My invention relates to improvements in
wire-fence stays; and it has for its general

object to provide a stay so constructed that’

it may be quickly and easily secured upon the
several wires of a wire fence and one which
is adapted to hold the runners rigid, so as to
prevent the passage of small stock below the
lowermost one and whieh is adapted to per-
mit of one wire being tightened without dis-
turbing the others.

With the foregoing in view the invention
will be fully understood from the following
description and claim when taken in con-
junection with the accompanying drawings, in
which— )

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a portion
of a fence equipped with my improved stay.
Fig. 2 is an enlarged perspective view of a
portion of the stay with the lips of the wire-
receiving apertures open, and Fig. 31is a side
elevation of the same with the lips closed.

Referring by letter to the said drawings, A
B CD E indicate the several runners of &
wire fence, the ranners A C E being, respec-
tively, formed of two ormore twisted strands
of wire, and the runners B D being single-
strand runners, as shown.

F indicates my improved stay, and G indi-
cales a flexible stay, which, in some cases, is
employed in conjunction with the stay F.

The stay F is formed of sheet metal and is
of an approximate acute-angle shapein cross-
section, and it is provided in its portions b
with alined pairs of wire-receiving apertures
¢, and is also provided with slits d, which ex-
tend from the apertures c to the vertical edges
of the portions b and form thelipse. (Better
shown in TFig. 2.) "These lips e are spread
apart at the time of manufacture, as shown
in Fig. 2, and consequently it will be seen
that when the stay is used it is simply neces-
sary to insert the runners of a fence between
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the lips and into the apertures ¢ and then
close the said lips ¢, when the stay will of it-
self be securely fastened upon the runners.
The lips ¢ may be very quickly and easily
closed with a pair of pineers or similar imple-
ment, and consequently it will be seen that
the stay may be quickly placed and secured
upon the runners of a fence.

In Fig.1 of the drawings my improved stay
is shown as of a length to receive the three
lower runners A B C of a fence, the flexible
stay @, which may be of the construction
shown or of any other suitable construction,
being connected at its lower end to the run-
ner C between- the portions b of the stay and
being connected at its upper end to the crown-
runner B between the strands thereof. In
virtue of the stay G being connected to the
crown-runner K in the manner stated it is
adapted tohold the stay I against movement
along the runners, and consequently the run-
ners A Cmight be single-strand runners, like
the runner B, so as to permit of any one of
the three being tightened through the stay F
without moving said stay or disturbing the
other two.

When desired, the stays I' may be made of
such a length as to extend the full height of
a fence between a bottom runner, as A and
a crown-runner, as C, and may be provided
with any desired number of pairs of aper-
tures ¢ toloosely receive intermediate single-
strand runners, as C. In this useof the stay
the portions of the strands of the runners A
C between the portions b of the stays are
spread apart, as indicated by f, so as to hold
the stay against movementalong the runners.
The intermediate rufners B, however, are
free to be drawn through the apertures ¢ of
the stay, and consequently one of said run-
ners B may be tightened without moving the
stay or rendering the other single-strand run-
ners taut or loose. The stay F may also be
made short when desired and several of them
may be flexibly connected together to form a
stay for a fence.

From the foregoing it will be cbserved that
my improved stay is adapted to hold the sev-
eral runners of a wirefence rigid, so as to pre-
vent the passage of small stock below the low-
ermost one, and yet permit of any one of the
single-strand runners being tightened with-

55

6o

65

70

8o

85

90

95

10>



io

I5

w

out disturbing the others or moving the stay
along the runners. It will also be appreci-
ated that with all of its advantages my im-
proved stay may be produced quite as cheaply
as the ordinary sheet-metal stay.

I would further have it understood that
when desired my invention may be embodied
in fence-posts, that is to say, the post may be
formed of sheet metal in a manner similar
to the stay F. Single-strand wires may also
be used with a kink pressed in them to pre-
vent the stay F at either end from moving
along the wire runners in place of the twisted
wires and hold the ends of the stay I.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim is—

In a fence, a sheet-metal fence-stay of an-
gular form in cross-section having the por-
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tions b, provided with alined apertures ¢, and
also with slits d, extending from the aper-
tures ¢, to the vertical edges of the portions
b, and forminglips e; in combination with sin-
gle-strand runners extending loosely through
the intermediate apertures ¢, of the stay, and
runnersformed of two or more twisted strands
extending through the end apertures ¢, of the
stay and having their strands spread apart
between the portionsb, substantially as speci-
fied. :
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In testimony whereof I affix my signature 3o

in presence of two witnesses.
HENRY BUCK.

Witnesses:
JOHN ISENBARGER,
T. J. JonN.




