May 5, 1959 P. FORMAN ET AL 2,885,090

. TELESCOPING DRESS RACK -

Filed June 13, 1957 _ 2 Sheets-Sheet 1

e
¥

gl

o

INVENTORS
PHILIP FORMAN
DOROTHY FORMAN

BY.%@ |

ATTORNLY



May 5, 1959 P. FORMAN ET AL 2,885,090 .

TELESCOPING DRESS RACK

Filed June 13, 1957 ’ 2 Sheets-Sheet 2

- ,
[ ettptpivintpipdpinminioin Lot~y /4—4

e e —— —— Y

[ PR || N

INVENTORS
PHILIP FORMAN
BPOROTHY FORMAN

i
1
Y
Y

~ "

ATTORNEY



LA

-and requires an excessive amount of storage space.
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This mventlon relates to dress racks and partlcularly
t6 4 rack that is mountable upon rollable §upport raéans
and includes at least one horxzontally extending bar from
which garment hangers can be suspended.

Dress racks of the character described are widely tséd
in the garment industry for transporting dresses from one
location to another during various manufacturing opera-
tions. Further, such dress racks are also used by sales-
men, who may desire to pack the same Wwithin automiobile
irunks, etc. .

A dress rack of conventional design is somewhat buu;ly,
This
is desirable neither in the manufacturmg plant, nor in the
eqmpment of the salesmen. Especially is this true of the
latter situation, since it is 1mp0551b1e to store a conven-
tional, full size dress rack in a space small enough 1o
permit the dress rack to be used to advantage by a sales-
man.

One object of importance, accordingly, is to provide a
dress rack which will be so designed as to be telescopi-
cally adjustable for the purpose of perinitting the same
to occupy less floor space than is normally required.

Another objéct is to provide a dress rack as described
‘which will be telescopically adjustable not only hori-
Zontally, but also vertically, so that the overall height

of the dress rack can be reduced as desired, as well as 4

the overall length thereof.

A further object is to provide a telescopic dréss rack
which will be capable of manufacture at relatively low
cost, and which will be possessed of a high degrée of
strength, despite the relatively low cost thereof.

Still ancther object of importance is to provide a dress
rack which will be atfractively designed, and will be
adapted, when extended to its maximumi degree, to receive
a large number of garments, the capacity of the rack
being substantially equal to that of conventional racks
not having the advantages of the invention.

Still another object is to provide a telescoping -dress
rack which will be so formed that the dress rack will be
telescopically adjustable not only for the purpose of
storage, but also for the purpose of reducing or increasing
ifs héight as necessary, according to the particulai gar-
ments to be suspended from the bar, whereby the dress
rack can be adjusted to the exact size desired for the
particular use to which it is being put.

A further object of importance is to provide a tele-
scoping dress rack that will be of a design such as to
permit the telescopic adjustments to be effected speedily
and easily.

In another form of the invention, it is an object to
provide a rack which will include a rectangular frame,
which is telescopically adjustable in at least one dircc-
tion, said frame having novel connections to the rollable
support means such that the frame can have its greatest
dimension extending either horizontally or vertically,
whichever is desired, according to the length of the gar-
ments to be suspended therefrom and according to the
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total amount of floor space which it is desired that the
dress rack use. »

Still another object, in the modified construction; is
to provide a novel means for detachably but fixedly con-
necting the frame to the support means.

For further comprehension of the invention, and of
the objects and advantages thereof reference will be had
to the following description and accompanying drawings;
and to the appended claims in which the various novel
features of the invention are more particularly set forth.

In the accompanying drawings forming a material part
of this disclosure: _ )

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a dress rack according
to the present invention, opened to its maximum extent.

Fig. 2 is an enlarged detail sectional view substantially
on line 2—2 of Fig. 1.

Fig. 3 is an enlarged, detail sectional view substantially
‘on line 3—3 of Fig. 1.

Fig. 4 is a perspective view of the dress rack in its
closed position of adjustment.

Fig. 5 is a side elevational view of a modified construc-
tion in which the frame is adapted to be extended either
horizontally or vertically, so far as its greatest dimension
is concerned.

Fig. 6 is an enlarged, fragmentary, exploded perspec-
tive view showing the connection between the frame and
one of the rollable supports.

Fig. 7 is a fragmentary perspective view showing an-
other type of base bar construction.

Referring to the drawings in detail, the reference nu-
meral 10 designates a pair of identical basé or support
bars; which may be solidly or hollowly formed, which-
ever is desired, and which can be made from wood, metal,
or any other suitable material.

The base bars 1@ are each provided with casteis 12,
supporting the same for rolling movement.

Projecting upwardly from each base bar 10, inter-
mediate the opposite ends thereof, is an elongated;
Straight, tubular member 14, formed at its lower end with
an outwardly directed mounting flange 16 having uni-
formly, angularly spaced openings receiving screws or
equivalent fastening elements. Slidably telescoping in the
upper end of the tubular member 14 is an extension 18,
which can be either hollow or solidly formed, as de-
sired. In the illustrated example, the extension 1§ is
tubularly constructed, for lightness without sacrifice of
strength and has a plurality of uniformly spaced openings
29, any of which is adapted to receive a drop pin 22
carried by the upper end portion of member 14 on a
chain 24, said pin being extendable through an opening

‘of member 14 which registers with a selected opening 20.

The telescopic members 14, 18 may be made of two, three
or more sections.

Welded or otherwise fixedly secured to the upper ex-
tremitiés of the extension 18 are coaxial support bar
members 26, said members projecting toward each other
in the space between the extensions 18, and slidably tele-
scoping at their adjacent, confronting ends in the opposite
ends of a tube or sleeve 28. Members 26 and sleeve
28 cooperate to define an overhead or support bar of
adjustable length, from which garment hangers or the
like, not shown, can be suspended.

Connections are extended between the base bars 10,
adapted for longitudinally bracing the dress rack, and
said connections include three parallel brace members
36 having outer ends secured to the inner surface of
the associated base bar 10. The members 30 project
horizontally from the associated base bar 10, with the
members 30 of one base bar being coaxial with the
correuponding members 30 of the other base bar. The
inner ends of the several members 30 are slidably tele-
scoped in sleeves 32.
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It will be seen from this arrangement that the overall
height of the dress rack can be readily adjusted, by slid-
ing the extensions 18 inwardly or cutwardly of their asso-
ciated members 14, whichever is desired. When the
height adjustment is made, ‘the. drop pins-are used to
retain the adjustment. .

Independently of or in combination with the height
adjustment, the dress rack can be adjusted for length,
that is, in its horizontal direction.. The base bars are
moved toward or away from each other, with the over-
head support bar and the longitudinal brace means 390,
32 increasing or contracting iz length, as necessary.

Thus, a dress rack which can be extended to its maxi-
mum size illustrated in Fig..1 can be collapsed to a mini-
mum size illustrated in Fig. 4. The dress rack when so
collapsed is capable of storage in a relatively small space,
and can thus be carried by salesmen without difficulty.

In Figs. 5 and 6, there is shown a modified construe-
tion, This construction has the same characteristic -as
the form of Figs. 1-4, as regards the adjustment of the
base bars toward and away from each othcr for the pur-
pose of reducing the overall horizontal dimension of
the dress rack.

In this form; the base bars have been designated at
34, and carry casters 36. A rectangular frame 38 is
provided with substantially rectangular U-shaped ends
40 each of which includes a bight 42 and legs 44, the
legs 44 of the respective ends 40 slidably telescoping in
sleeves or tubes 46.

It will be noted that at the intersection of each leg
44 with its associated bight there is defined a corner
portion 48. The corner portions are slightly rounded
in the illustrated embodiment, and are adapted to be
received in transverse recesses 50 formed in the respective
base bars medially between the opposite ends of the
base bars.  Recesses 50 open upon the top and inner
side surfaces of the base bars. At opposite sides of each
recess 50 there are provided openings or recesses 52.

It will be noted that when a corner portion is engaged
in a recess 50, a clamp plate 54 may be applied to cover
the recess. Clamp plate 54 is of inverted L-shape, and
has at its opposite ends arcuate recesses 56 adapted to
receive the leg and bight, respectively, of the adjacent
corner portion 48. The clamp plates 54 have openings
58 registering with the openings 52, to receive screws 60
which may have knurled heads to facilitate their rotation
by hand.

Thus, it can be seen that the frame can be adjusted
between  the full and dotted line positions shown in
Fig. 5.

The overall length of the frame can, of course, be
adjusted through the provision of the tubes 46, There-

fore, when the frame is in its full line position, the dress .

rack is of substantial length but comparatively low height.
The length of the dress rack can be adjusted as pre-
viously noted.

If it is desired to have a dress rack of greater height
but shorter length, one turns the rectangular frame
through 90° as shown in dotted lines, and of course, to
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do this, one removes the respective clamping plates, after
which on turning of the frame, the two corner portions
disposed at the lower end thereof are engaged in the
recesses 50 and the clamping plates 54 are reapplied.

Means would be provided, of course, to insure that the
frame could be retained in any selected position of ad-
justment. In other words, setscrews 62 or the like could
be extended through the walls of the sleeves, to bear
against the legs 44.

Obviously, the dress rack illustrated in Figs. 5 and 6
can be collapsed to a small size by turning the frame to
its dotted line position and then reducing the height of

~ the frame to the minimum extent.
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In Fig. 7, the base bar 60’ is shown with end casters
62’ for rolling movement nf the dress rack with vertical
tubular member 14’ projecting upwardly from the mount-
ing flange 16’. Three horizontal parallel base members
30’ are shown projecting from the base bar 60’ but if

' desired, any other ntmber of brace members 30’ may be

provided.

Having thus described our invention, what we claim
as new, and desire to secure by United States Letters
Patent is;

1. A garment rack comprising a rollable support
means, and garment support means of adjustable size car-
ried by the rollable support means, said rollable support
means comprising a pair of base bars and casters mounted
upon said base bars, the garment support means compris-
ing a substantially rectangular frame disposed in a verti-
cal plane and connected to the base bars, said base bars
extending transversely of said plane, and being intersected
by said plane medially between their ends, the base bars
having transverse recesses, said frame having corner por-
tions selected ones of which are engageale in said re-
cesses to mount the frame upon the base bars, the frame
being of elongated formation, and being adapted for rota-
tion ninety degrees in its own plane to dispose its greater
dimension either horizontally or vertically, as desired,
said rack further including clamp plates connectable to
the base bars in positions over the recesses, said clamp
plates having end recesses receiving the adjacent portions
of the frame and securing the corner portions of the
frame in the recesses of the base bars,

2. A garment rack according to claim 1, wherein said
frame comprises two substantially rectangular U-shaped
members and two tubes, said members having legs tele-
scopically slidable in the respective tubes, and means for
retaining the legs in the tubes in selected positions.
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