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(57) Abstract: The backlight unit (24) of the present invention is equipped with a light guide plate (20) that has a light incident
plane (20a) on one side surface; an LED light source (28) that is positioned so as to face the light incident plane (20a) of the light
guide plate (20); and a chassis (22) that has a bottom plate (22a) and side plates (22b, 22¢) rising up on the top surface side of the
bottom plate (22a), opens on the top surface side, and houses the LED light source (28); and convex lenses (34) that are provided on
the other side surface (20d) opposite to the light incident plane (20a) of the light guide plate (20) and project toward the side plate
(22¢) side of the chassis (22). Because light that has traveled to the opposite side surtace (20d) is retlected off the convex lenses (34)
and returned into the light guide plate (20) again, utilization efficiency of the light incident into the light guide plate (20) can be im -
proved.
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