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To all adhom, it many concern: 
Be it known that I, GoTTFRID WESTELIN, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Lincoln, in the county of Lancaster and 
State of Nebraska, have invented a new and 
useful Mail-Box, of which the following is 
a specification. 
This invention relates to mail boxes and is 

more particularly designed as an improve 
ment upon the structure disclosed in an ap 
plication for United States Letters Patent 
filed by me on July 16, 1909, said applica 
tion bearing Serial No. 507,991. 
One of the objects of the invention is to 

provide a device of this character having a 
novel form of clip movably connected to the 
back plate thereof, said clip constituting 
means whereby the entire box can be readily 
carried prior to being set up for use. 
A still further object is to provide a mail 

box having a clip which can be shifted into 
position entirely back of the box So as to 
occupy the minimum amount of space While 
the box is not in use, thus reducing the Space 
necessary to store the same or to transport it. 
A still further object is to provide a sim 

ple means whereby the clips can be held 
fixed with relation to the back plate. 
With these and other objects in view, the 

invention consists in certain novel details of 
construction and combinations of parts here 
inafter more fully described and pointed out 
in the claims. 
In the accompanying drawings, the pre 

ferred form of the invention has been shown. 
In said drawings.-Figure 1 is a perspec 

tive view of a mail box embodying the pres 
ent improvements, the receptacle portion 
thereof being shown swung out of normal 
position. Fig. 2 is a rear elevation of the 
box, the position of the clips, when not in 
use, being indicated by dotted lines. Fig. 
3 is a section on line A-B of Fig. 2 and 
showing the fastening devices engaging the 
eyes of the clips. 

Referring to the figures by characters of 
reference 1 designates a back plate having 
longitudinal flanges 2 along the side edges 
thereof and extending forward therefrom, 
there being a lid 3 extending from the upper 
edge of said plate and provided with rein 
forcing side flanges 4. This lid constitutes 
the cover of a mail receptacle 5 which is 
pivoted at its lower end between the lower 
ends of the side flanges 2 as indicated at 6, 
any suitable means, not shown, being pro 

vided whereby the receptacle can be main 
tained normally in position flat against the 
plate 1 and directly under the top flange or 
cover 3. A handle 7 may be connected to 
one side of the receptacle, this handle being 
designed to extend above the cover 3 and 
constituting means whereby the receptacle 
can be readily swung forward so as to ex 
pose its contents. 
A strip 8 is pivoted at its center upon the 

back of the plate 1 adjacent the top thereof 
as indicated at 9, there being tubular ribs 
or beads 10 along the ends of this strip and 
in which are mounted the end portions of a 
Ushaped spring clip 11. The terminals of 
this clip form eyes 12 which are designed, 
When the clip is extended above the cover 3, 
to register with openings 13 formed within 
the plate 1. 
When it is desired to pack or store the box 

herein described, it is merely necessary to 
Swing the strip 8 about its pivot so as to 
bring the clip 11 into the position indicated 
by dotted lines in Fig. 2. When the box is 
to be set up for use, the strip 8 is swung 
about its pivot until the clip 11 extends 
above the top flange or cover 3 and the eyes 
12 register with the openings 13. The plate 
1 is then placed against a suitable Support 
ing structure and nails 14 or the like are 
driven through openings 13 and the eyes 12 
and serve not only to secure the plate 1 to 
the Supporting structure but also to lock the 
strip 8 and the bail 11 against Swinging 
movement with relation to the plate. When 
the parts are thus secured the upper end por 
tion of the clip will bear against the Sup 
porting structure and said clip will there 
fore coöperate with the structure to clamp 
upon any papers or other objects which may 
be placed between the structure and the clips. 

It is of course to be understood that vari 
ous changes may be made in the construction 
and arrangement of the parts without de 
parting from the spirit or Sacrificing any of 
the advantages of the invention as defined 
in the appended claims. 
What is claimed is:- 
1. A device of the class described includ 

ing a back plate, said plate having fastener 
receiving openings, a bail mounted for 
Swinging movement upon said plate and 
having terminal eyes disposed to register 
with the openings to receive the fastening 
e.S. 

2. A mail box including a back plate, and 
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a clip pivotally mounted upon said plate and 
movable in a plane parallel with the plate, 
said clip being shiftable into position be 
yond one end of the plate to constitute a 

5 combined handle and holding device. 
3. A mail box including a back plate, a 

spring bail constituting a clip, a connec 
tion between opposed portions of Said bail, 
said connection being pivotally mounted 

10 upon the plate, and means for securing said 

plate to a supporting structure and holding 
said bail and connection against movement 
about the pivot. 

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 
my own, I have hereto affixed my signature 15 
in the presence of two witnesses. 

GOTTERID WESTELIN. 
Witnesses: 

L. F. M. EASTERDAY, 
LEWIS GREGORY. 


