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2. I:' Claims Nos.:
because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such
an extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically:

3. |:| Claims Nos.:
because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box No. lll Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:

see additional sheet
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As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.
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4. |:| No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

Remark on Protest The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest and, where applicable, the
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The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest but the applicable protest
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This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of)
inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. claims: 1-38, 53-57(completely); 44-48(partially)

An expandable structure comprising:

a first shape memory (SM) portion which is in a
strain-induced state; and

a second portion which resists expansion of said structure
due to said first portion, over a plurality of different
expansion states of said first portion,

wherein the structure is tubular and said SM portion and
said second portion are tubular and wherein said SM portion
defines an expanding force which decreases as a function of
strain of said SM portion;

wherein the expandable structure is stable in both a crimped
state and a deployed state thereof, where a diameter of the
structure in said deployed state is larger than a diameter
of said structure in said crimped state; and

wherein said structure is stable when a SM portion expanding
force is less than a maximum resistive force of said second
portion;

and the associated method of manufacture.

2. claims: 39, 40(completely); 44-48(partially)

An expandable axially oriented structure comprising:

a plurality of circumferential segments;

a plurality of connectors, each connector axially coupling
two segments;

wherein said connectors each comprise: two flexible struts,
each flexible strut comprising vertex around which said
strut bends axially to compress said connector;

wherein said connectors are more axially compressible than
said segments.

3. claims: 41-43(completely); 44-48(partially)

A tubular expandable structure comprising:

a plurality of rigid struts orientated axially along the
structure and each having an initial length;

a plurality of flexible members, made of nitinol;

wherein each rigid strut is coupled to another two rigid
struts;

wherein coupling one rigid strut to another is by at least
two flexibly bent members, such that rigid struts coupled by
flexibly bent members form at least one circumferential
segment of the tubular structure;

wherein upon a radial expanding force said flexible members
unbend to expand a diameter of each said circumferential
segment;

wherein upon a radial contracting force said flexible
members bent to contract a diameter of each said
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCT/ISA/ 210

circumferential segment; and

wherein said rigid struts substantially maintain said
initial lengths thereof.

Remark: Claim 41, although not novel and thus having no
special technical feature, is considered to define a
different subject-matter than the invention 1 when grouped
in part with claim 44, hence defining the third invention.

4. claims: 49-52

A method of crimping an expandable structure
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