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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
FORREST C. MENDENHALL, OF CHICAGO, ILLINOIS. 

BACK REST., 

1,404,461. 
Application filed April 2, 1921. 

To all i? hon, it may concern. 
Be it known that I, FoRREST C. MENDEN 

HALL, a citizen of the United States, and a 
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l'esident of the city of Chicago, county of 
Cook, and State of Illinois, have invented 
certain new and useful Improvements in 
Back Rests, of which the following is a specification. 
My invention relates to improvements in 

back rests, and has for its principal object 
the provision of an improved construction 
of this character which will be highly efi 
cient in use. 
A further object of my invention is the 

provision of a back rest especially designed 
for outdoor use. 
Other objects will appear hereinafter. 
The invention consists in the combinations 

and arrangements of parts hereinafter de 
scribed and claimed. 
The invention will be best understood by 

reference to the accompanying drawings 
forming a part of this specification, and in 
which, 

25 Fig. 1 is a perspective view of my im 
proved construction embodied in the in 
vention; 

Fig. 2 is a sectional view taken substan 
tially on line 2-2 of Fig. 1; 
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Fig. 3 is a detail view of one of the sup 
ports embodied in the invention; 

Fig. 4 is a rear elevational view of my 
improved construction embodied in the in 
vention; - 

Fig. 5 is a sectional view taken substan 
tially on line 5-5 of Fig. 4; 

Fig. 6 is a Sectional view taken substan 
tially on line 6-6 of Fig. 4; and 
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Fig. 7 is an elevational view showing my 
improved construction rolled up in a seat 
member embodied in the invention. 
The preferred form of construction as 

illustrated in the drawings comprises two 
end frame members 10 and 11, formed of 
Wood or the like. Each end of the frame 
members is rigidly fixed to a flexible side 
frame member 12 and 13 with staples or any 
other suitable fastening means. A plurality 
of bars 14 are spaced evenly apart and se 
cured to the flexible members 12 and 13, af 
fording a back rest. Swingingly mounted 
on each corner of the end frame member 11 
are bars 15 and 16 the ends of which en 
gage with a block 16’ having a beveled cor 
ner 17 securing the bars 14 in extended posi 
tion. On one of the bars 14 a lock bar 18 
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is SWingingly mounted and arranged to en 
gage with one side of the bars 15 and 16 lock 
ing the same tightly against a lock block 19, 
Sectl]'ed on each end of the bar 14 and each 
Corner of the end frame member 10. Each 
of the lock blocks 19 are provided with a 
Tecess 19 into which the bars 15 and 16 pass. 
Supporting member's 21 and 22 are secured 
to each of the bars 15 and 16 by a U-shaped 
member 23 arranged to fit into a plurality 
of grooves 24 provided in each of the bars 
15 and 16, arranged to support the back 
rest when in use. Secured to the end frame 
member 11 is a seat member 20 formed of 
canvas or any other suitable flexible ma 
terial, and serving as a cover for the device 
when not in use. A flexible tongue 25 is se 
cured to the seat member 20 and provided 
with a plurality of eyelets 25' arranged to 
receive buttons 26 locking the device when 
rolled up in the said seat member. A flex 
ible handle 27 is also secured to the seat 
member 20 affording means for carrying 
the device. 

In use, the device is erected upon a lawn 
or any other place desired by first locking 
the bars 15 and 16 into position and fasten 
ing the U-shaped members 23 into the de 
sired groove 24, giving the back rest the 
desired incline. The seat member 20 is then 
spread out over the lawn or the like and will 
prevent soiling of the clothing. Pillows or 
the like may be arranged on the back rest 
and a comfortable and restful position may 
be had. When the device is not in use, it 
can be rolled up in the canvas 20, constitut 
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ing the seat member, as shown in Fig. 7 of the drawings, and placed away until used 
again. 
While I have illustrated and described 

the preferred form of construction for car 
rying my invention into effect, this is ca 
pable of variation and modification with 
out departing from the spirit of the inven 
tion. I, therefore, do not wish to be limited 
to the precise details of the construction set 
forth, but desire to avail myself of such 
variations and modifications as come within 
the scope of the appended claims. 
Having described my invention, what I 

claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is: 

1. A back rest comprising bars flexibly 
connected together; a seat member secured 
thereto; oppositely arranged supports re 
movably engaging said back rest; and U 
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shaped members Secured adjacent the engag 
ing ends of each of Said supports and slida 
bly mounted on said back rest affording 
means for adjusting said supports in the 
desired position permitting the desired in 
clination of Said back rest, substantially as 
described. 

2. A device of the class described compris 
ing bars flexibly connected together afford 
ing a back rest; a seat member secured there 
to ; means pivotally mounted on one of said 
bars for holding the said bars in extended 
position; means pivotally mounted on One 
of Said bars for locking the said holding 
means in operative position; and means ad 
justably mounted on said holding means 
arranged to Support the said bars in inclined 
position, substantially as described. 

3. A back rest of the class described com 
prising bars flexibly connected together; a 
flexible seat member secured thereto; oppo 
sitely arranged supporting members remov 
ably engaging said back rest; and adjustable 

mounted adjacent the engaging 
ends of each of said supports and slidably 
mounted on said back rest for adjusting said 
supports in the desired position permitting 
the desired inclination of said back rest, sub 

30, 
connected together; a flexible seat secured 
thereto; bars pivotally mounted on one of 

stantially as described. 
4. A back rest comprising bars flexibly 

said flexibly connected bars for holding said 
SS 

bal's in extended position; a plurality of rab 
beted members mounted on said flexibly con 
nected bars arranged for the reception of 

40 

Said pivotally mounted bars; means for 
locking said pivotally mounted bars in said 
rabbets; and adjustable members mounted 
on said pivotally mounted bars for support 
ing saidback rest in various inclined posi 
tions, substantially as described. . . . . 

5. A back rest comprising bars flexibly 
45 

connected together; a flexible seat secured 
thereto; bars pivotally mounted on one of 
said flexibly connected bars for holding said 
bars in extended position; a plurality of rab 

back rest in an inclined position; and a 

beted members mounted on said flexibly con 
nected bars arranged for the reception of 
said pivotally mounted bars; means for lock 
ing said pivotally mounted bars in said rab 
bets; supports pivotally mounted on said 
pivotally mounted bars for supporting said 
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plurality of grooves provided in Said pivot 
ally mounted bal's for adjusting the said 
back rest in various inclined positions, sub 
stantially as described. 

6. A back rest comprising bars foldably 
connected together; a seat member secured 
thereto; bars pivotally mounted on One of 
said foldably connected bars for holding said 
bars in extended position; oppositely ar 
ranged rabbeted members rigidly mounted 
on one of said foldably connected bars for 
the reception of Said pivotally mounted bars; 
and a pivotally mounted member mounted 
on one of said foldably connected bars for 
jocking said pivotally mounted bars in Said 
rabbets, substantially as described. 

7. A back rest comprising bars flexibly 
connected together; a seat member secured 
thereto; means pivotally mounted on one of 
said flexibly connected bars for locking said 
back rest in extended position; oppositely 
arranged supports removably engaging said 
back rest; and U-shaped members shiftably 
mounted on said back rest and pivotally se 
cured to said supports affording means for 
adjusting said supports in the desired posi 
tion, Substantially as described. 

S. A back rest of the class described com 
prising bars flexibly connected together: a 
seat member secured thereto; oppositely ar 
ranged bars pivotally mounted on one of 
said flexibly connected bars for holding said 
back rest in extended position; a plurality 
of rabbeted members mounted on said flexi 
by connected bars for the reception of said 
pivotally mounted bars; a lock bar pivotally 
mounted on One of said flexibly connected 
bal's for locking said pivotally mounted bars 
in Said rabbets; oppositely arranged sup 
ports removably engaging said pivotally 
mounted bars; and a U-shaped member 
mounted adjacent the engaging ends of each 
of said supports and slidably mounted on 
said pivotally mounted bars for adjusting 

position. Sub Said supports in the desired 
stantially as described. 
name to this specification in the presence of 
two subscribing witnesses. 

FORREST C. MENDENHALL. 
Witnesses: - 

JosHUAR. H. Potts, 
FREDA C. APPLETON, 
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... . . .100 In testimony whereof I have signed my 


