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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

ALBERT H. LEVENE, OF PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA.
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1,336,973.

Specification of Letters Patent.

Patented Apr. 13, 1920.

Application filed November 3, 1919. Serial No. 335,463.

To «ll whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Auserr H. LEVENE,
a citizen of the United States, residing in
the city and county of Philadelphia, State
of Pennsylvania, have invented a new and
useful Movable Platform, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification.

It is now the practice in up to date manu-
facturing plants for the workman at the
different machines to stack the finished arti-
cles on movable platforms and when a plat-
form is full an elevating truck is passed be-
neath it and the platform with its contents
is removed to a desired point of utilization.
These platforms as heretofore constructed
have been made to fit the heights of the
different elevating trucks on the market and
as it frequently happens that different fac-
tories have different types of elevating
trucks, which can be only used with plat-
forms of special types or sizes, it is neces-
sary for a factory to purchase platforms
which can be used with the special type of
elevating trucks which they have on hand.

Tt is the object of my present invention
to devise a novel construction of a movable
truck platform which can be readily ad-
justed to any desired height of platform
truck and also readily adjustable to suit the
character of the material which is to be han-
dled, which can be quickly and readily con-
verted from an ordinary platform type into
a skeleton type of truck adapted to carry
shelves or into one having a closed front
and rear or into one of the box type of con-
struction.

With the above in view my present inven-
tion comprehends a novel construction of a
truck platform wherein the parts are con-
structed and assembled in a novel manner
and wherein the supporting legs or stand-
ards are adjustable so that the height of the
platform from the floor may be varied in
accordance with conditions and require-
ments met with in practice. :

Tt further comprehends a novel construc-
tion of a truck platform having corner
stakes adjustably connected therewith and
provided with a novel construction and ar-
rangement of shelves which when unfas-
tened at specified points can be lowered to
form closed sides on the truck platform.

Other novel features of constrpction and

- advantage will hereinafter more clearly ap-

55

pear in the detailed description of the in-
vention.

e

For the purpose of illustrating my inven- -

tion, I have shown in the accompanying
drawings preferred emboidiments of it

~which in practice will give satisfactory and

reliable results. It is, however, to be un-
derstood that these embodiments are typi-
cal only and that the various instrumen-
talities of which my invention consists can
be variously arranged and organized and
that the invention is not limited to the pre-
cise arrangement and organization of these
instrumentalities as herein set forth.

Figure 1 represents, in perspective, a
truck platform, embodying my invention.

Fig. 2 represents, in perspective and in
detached position, the framework which
supports the truck body on which the arti-
cles are placed.

Fig. 3 represents, in perspective, the truck
platform having the corner angled and ad-
justably connected therewith.

Fig. 4 represents, in perspective, a truck
platform having sheet metal or other plate

removably connected to close the front and

rear ends of the truck platform.

Fig. 5 represents, in perspective, the truck
platform as it appears when provided with
shelves. :

Fig. 6 represents in elevation the con-
struction of a bottom corner standard so
that an antifriction or wheel caster can be
connected therewith to change the platform
into a truck.

Fig. 7 represents, in side elevation, the
construction seen in Fig. 6.

Fig. 8 represents in perspective, the plat-
form truck provided with front and rear
plates and with shelves.

Fig. 9 represents, in perspective, the con-
struction seen in Fig. 8 with the shelves
dropped to form a box type of platform.

Fig. 10 represents a section on line 10—10
of Fig. 8.

Tig. 11 represents a section on line 11—11
of Fig. 8.

Fig. 12 represents an elevation showing
the manner in which the trucks can be
stacked. '

Similar numerals of reference indicate
corresponding parts. '

Referring to the drawings:

The truck is provided with a framework
which consists of a rectangular or other
shaped frame 2 formed preferably of struc-
tural metal such as for example a single
angle bar which is bent into the desired
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‘the angles 10 by

shape and has its free ends connected to-
gether by welding, riveting or any other
desired manner. -

3 designates the body of the truck plat-
form which preferably consists of a sheet
metal plate having the corrugations 4, the
marginal edges of this plate resting on the
bottom flange of the angle which forms the
frame 2 and is secured thereto by rivets or
other fastening devices 5, see more partic-
ularly Fig. 10, said fastening devices being
located in the corrugations so that the body
3 will present a flush surface. In order that
dirt or foreign material which collects in
the corrugations 4 may be readily removed,
I provide one or more apertures 6 in the
bottom of such corrugations. I ixedly se-
cured to the corners of the frame 2 by
means of fastening devices 7 are the de-
pending brackets 8 which have the aper-
tures 9 formed in them so that the adjust-
able corner angles 10 can be adjustably con-
nected therewith by means of fastening de-
vices 11 such as for example bolts and nuts
which pass through desired apertures 12 in
the angles 10.

It will be apparent that by connecting the
standards formed by the angles 10 to the
truck platform so that they can be readily
adjusted, the height of the body 8 from the
floor may be varied to suit different height
platform trucks. The corner standards
formed by the angle 10 may extend to any
desired height above the body 3 and the
apertures 12 are formed in éach face of
the angle and preferably extend in spaced
relationship from the bottom to the top
thereof so that they can be adjustably con-
nected to the body portion of the truck
platform, and also so that they can be prop-
erly braced by means of cross angles or bars
13, see Fig. 4. Whenever desired a front
plate 15 and a rear plate 16 is connected to
means of fastening devices
17, as will be “understood by reference to
Fig. 4.

It will thus be seen
the front plate 15 and the rear plate 16 can
be removed and it will be apparent that one
or more of such front and rear plates may
be employed in accordance with the char-
acter of the material.

18 designates the shelves any  desired
number of which may be employed and for
convenience of illustration, I have shown
a_plurality of shelves as being employed.
The detailed construction of these shelves
will ‘be best understood by reference to
Fig. 11 from which it will be seen that the
outer side flange of a shelf is bent upwardly
as indicated at 19 while the opposite side
flanges 20 and the end flanges 21 are bent
downwardly in order to reinforce the con-
struction. The shelves are pivoted to the
juxtaposed corner standards 10 by means

at any time desired

1,336,973

of fastening devices 22 and at the central
portion of the truck they are secured to the
cross angles 13 by means of removable fas-
tening devices 23. If the fastening devices
23 arve removed the shelves 18 will swing
into the position seen in F ig. 9 and a box
type of truck platform will be formed.
Any desired number of
shelves may be employed so that certain of
these shelves may have the function of
forming sides of a compartment while other
shelves can be secured in a horizontal posi-
tion and have the function of shelves.
Each adjustable corner angle has con-
nected to it a foot piece 24 which consists of
an angle or casting seated within the flanges
of a corner angle and riveted bolted or
otherwise connected thereto. Each, foot
piece is off-set as at 25 and terminates in a
rounded bottom plate 26 which Serves as an
antifriction device in case the truck plat-
form is to be moved along the floor and this
bottom rounded portion 26 is apertured as
at 27 in order to enable it to receive the
shank of an antifriction ball or roller cast-
Ing or a caster of any desired type, it be-
ing understood that when such casters are

‘employed the truck platform becomes a com-

bined truck and truck platform. -

It will be understood that in accordance
with my present invention each corner an-
gle is provided with a foot piece so that
the corner angles will not cut into the floor
or foundation when the platform is loaded.

It will be clear from the foregoing that
I aceordance with my present invention
the corner angles are adjustably connected
with the truck ‘platform in such a manner
that the body of the platform will be at
the proper height from the ground so that
the elevating truck which the individual

superimposed
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has in his plant can be used with the mov-

able platform. The movable platform can
thus he used with any desired height of
elevating truck. .

Owing to the novel construction and ar-
rangement of the foot
corner angles of the movable platform, the
platforms can be stacked one above the
other when desired as will be readily under-
stood Dy reference to Fig. 12.

In accordance with my present invention
the superstructure of the movable platform
can be readily converted from g super-
structure consisting simply of corner angles
into one of racks, one of shelves or the
shelves can be adjusted so that g box type
of superstructure can be readily provided
with a minimam amount of labor.

When the trucks are stacked one above
the other it will be apparent that the foot
pieces of an upper platform will interlock
with the
of an under platform so that » rigid con-
struction will be provided.

angles or with the body portion-
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The body portion of the truck platform
has connected with it in any desired manner
and preferably by riveting, the guide an-
gles 28, which are also preferably riveted

or otherwise secured to the brackets 8. The

purpose of the guide angles is to guide

the elevating truck as it is moved under

the truck platform. _
While I have preferred to show the body

_portion or table of the truck platform con-

sisting” of a corrugated steel plate, it will
be understood that it is within the scope

- of my invention to employ in lien of this
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corrugated plate a flat steel .or other plate
and in many cases in practice wooden boards
or planks are employed. The upper face
of such plate or board is preferably below
the upper face of the angles forming the
framework, so that the upper flanges of
such angles will serve to prevent displace-
ment of the material placed on the truck
If a corrugated plate or its
equivalent is employed the fastening devices
are preferably placed in the corrugations
so that the upper face of the plate will
present a flush surface.

It will now be apparent that T have de-
vised a new and useful construction of a
movable platform which embodies the fea-
tures of advantage enumerated as desirable

in the statement of the invention and the-

above description, and while I have, in the
present instance, shown and described pre-
ferred embodiments thereof which will give
in practice satisfactory and reliable results,
it is to be understood that such embodiments
are susceptible of modification in various
particulars without departing from the
spirit or scope of the invention or sacri-
ficing any of its advantages. _

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is:— :

1. A movable truck platform, comprising
a body portion, and corner standards ad-
justably connected to said body portion,
whereby the height of the body portion from
the ground may be varied to enable the use
of truck platforms of different heights.

2.” A movable truck platform, comprising
a body portion consisting of an angle frame-
work bent to shape and connected together,
a sheet of corrugated metal secured to said
framework, and corner standards adjustably
connected with said body portion, whereby
the height of the body portion from the
ground may be varied to enable the use of

- truck platforms of different heights.

60
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3. A movable truck platform, comprising
a body portion, consisting of a framework,
a corrugated metal plate, fastening devices
in the corrugations to secure the plate to
the framework, and corner standards adjust-
ably connected to said body portion, where-
by the height of the body portion from the

1,388,073
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ground may be varied to enable the use of
truck platforms of different heights.

4. A movable truck platform, comprising
a body portion-formed by a structural metal
bar bent to shape and having its free ends

connected together, a corrugated steel plate,

fastening devices in the corrugations to se-
cure the plate to the framework, said corru-
gations having cleaning openings there-
through, and corner standards adjustably
connected to said body portion.

5. A movable truck platfoPm having a
body portion, corner standards adjustably
connected to the body portion, whereby the
height of the body portion from the ground
may be varied, and a foot piece connected
to each corner standard, each foot piece hav-
ing an offset portion to enable the interlock-
ing of the platforms when stacked one above
the other. ‘

6. A movable truck platform having a

body portion, corner standards adjustably
connected to the body portion, whereby the
height of the body portion from the ground
may be varied, and a foot piece connected

‘to each corner standard, each foot piece hav-

ing an offset portion to enable the stacking
of the platforms and provided with a foot
flange having a rounded body portion.

7. A movable truck platform having a
body portion, corner standards adjustably
connected to the body portion, whereby the
height of the body portion from the ground
may be varied, and a foot piece connected to
each corner standard, each foot piece hav-
ing an offset portion to enable the stack-
ing of the platforms and provided with a
foot flange having a rounded body portion
and provided with means to receive an anti-
friction device.

8. A movable truck platform, comprising
a body portion, corner standards adjustably
connected to said body portion to enable the
height of the body portion from the ground
to be varied, said standards having their
flanges provided with longitudinally spaced
apertures, a front plate removably secured
to the front standard and a rear plate remov-
ably secured to the rear standar£

9. A movable truck platform, comprising
a body portion, corner standards adjustably
connected to said body portion and having
their flanges provided with longitudinally
spaced apertures, a front plate secured to
the front standards, a rear plate secured to
the rear standards, sectional shelves pivot-
ally connected to said standards, and means
to support the juxtaposed portion of the
shelf sections.

10. A movable truck platform, comprising
a body portion, corner standards adjust-
ably connected to said body portion and hav-
ing their flanges provided with longitudi-
nally spaced apertures, a front plate secured
to the front standard, a rear plate secured
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~ a body portion,

4‘ .

to the rear standard, sectional shelves pivot-
ally connected to said standards and fas-
tening devices to secure the shelf sections in
a horizontal position, said shelves when said

fastening devices are removed permitting

the shelves to swing downwardly to convert
the platform into-a box type of platform.,
"11. A movable truck platform, comprisin

corner standards adjustably
connected to said body portion and having
their flanges provided with longitudinally
spaced apertures, a front plate connected to
the front standards, a rear plate connected
to the rear standards, and a plurality of
superimposed sectional shelves, eacli section
being pivotally connected to its respective
standard, and fastening devices to retain
said shelves in a horizontal position, said
shelves swinging downwardly when the
fastening devices for a shelf are removed, to
convert the platform into a box type of plat-
form.

12. A superstructure for g platform, com-

prising uprights and sectional shelves, each
shelf section being movably connected with

the juxtaposed uprights, and means to lock.

. said shelf. seétioxis

1,336,973

in horizontal position,
whereby when said locking means are re-
leased the shelf sections will move down.
wardly to form sides, = -

13. A superstructure for platform, com-
prising uprights having shelf sections each
of which is movably connected to its respec-
tive upright, means to lock the shelf sec-

tions in a substantially horizontal position

to form a continuous shelf, and a front and
rear closure connected to said upright where-
by when said locking means are released the
shelf will move ‘downwardly to convert the
superstructure into a box type of structure.

14. A platform superstructure, compris-
ing uprights and sectional shelves, each shelf
section being movably connected with the
juxtaposed uprights, and means to lock said
shelf sections in horizontal position, where-
by when said locking means are released the
shelf sections can be moved upwardly or

downwardly to form sides. T
ALBERT H. LEVENE.
Witnesses: :

C. D. McVay,
F. A. Newron,
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