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4. Claims. 

The invention relates to tents and more par 
ticularly to relatively small sized portable tents 
Such as used for camping and the like. 
An object of the invention is to provide a tent 

Of the character described which may be readily 
dismembered and folded or rolled into a com 
pact portable unit and which may be simply and 
quickly Set up and will provide a relatively rugged 
and sturdy enclosure. 
Another object of the invention is to provide a 

tent of the character above which will have an 
improved construction of the several supporting 
members. 
The invention possesses other objects and fea 

tures of advantage, some of which, with the fore 
going, Will be set forth in the following descrip 
tion of the preferred form of the invention which 
is illustrated in the drawing accompanying and 
forming part of the specification. It is to be un 
derstood, however, that variations in the show 
ing made by the said drawing and description 
may be adopted within the scope of the inven 
tion as set forth in the claims. 

Referring to said drawing: 
Figure 1 is a perspective view of a tent con 

Structed in accordance with the present inven 
tion and is shown with a part of the covering re 
moved to better illustrate the construction and 
arrangement of certain of its parts. 

Figure 2 is a perspective view similar to Figure 
1 and showing a complete view of the skeleton 
Supporting frame. 

Figure 3 is a perspective view of one of the 
Supporting members of the frame. 

Figure 4 is a fragmentary cross-sectional view 
of an upper corner of the tent. 

Figure 5 is a fragmentary vertical sectional 
view of the ground engaging portion of one of 
the supporting members. 

Figure 6 is a plan Sectional view showing one 
of the joints of the supporting frame. 

Figure 7 is a fragmentary perspective view of 
One of the upper corners of the tent and showing 
the attachment of the top or roof of the tent. 
The tent illustrated in the accompanying 

drawing and embodying the present invention 
consists of a frame or supporting structure 8 and 
a covering 9 of fabric material which is Sose 
cured to and supported on the structure 8 as to 
define a substantially complete enclosure there 
with. More Specifically, the Structure 8 consists 
of a horizontal bottom frame and a top frame 
2 and which are rigidly Supported in vertically 

spaced relation by means of a plurality of verti 
cally extending members 3 which define the ver 

(CI. 135-1) 
tical corners of the tent and which are prefer 
ably Secured at their lower ends and below the 
frame with ground engaging members f4 so as 
to Securely anchor the frame-work in place on 
the ground. 
The vertical extending members 3 are each 

Composed of upper and lower detachable sections 
6 and it and which are secured together adja 

cent a mid-portion of the members by means of 
a slip joint 8. Each of the sections 6 and 7 
is provided at its free end, that is, at its upper 
or lower end, depending upon the section, with 
a bracket 9 and to which are secured the ends 
2 of Sections 22 which, by attachment to each 
other form the lower and upper frames and 
2 of the Support. In order to enable a simple 
and compact disassembly of the frame, the sec 
tions 22 are preferably pivotably secured to the 
Sections f6 and 7 at the brackets 9 as by means 
of pins 23 which extend through into fitting por 
tions 24 and 26 on the ends 2 and the brackets. 
AS Will be noted from the drawing the pivotable 
connection is effected along a horizontal axis so 
as to not interfere with the rigidity of the frame 
structure. The sections 22 may be provided with 
engageable slip joints 24 similar in form to the 
joint 8 so as to enable a ready association of the 
Several connected parts. 
The ground engaging members 4 are prefer 

ably formed with a convergent lower end so as to 
facilitate penetration into the earth and are here 
shown provided with a metallic reinforcing cap 
21 which is formed with a longitudinally thread 
ed Socket 28 arranged for the receipt of a stud 
30 carried by each of the lower sections T. 
The Outer covering 9 of the tent consists of a 

plurality of strips or sheets 29 and 3 which are 
of an elongated, rectangular shape and which 
are arranged in CrOSSed Superimposed relations 
at the under side of the bottom frame adjacent 
the mid-portion of the sheets and the free ex 
tremities of the sheets are extended upwardly 
from the bottom frame to cover the space 
between the adjacent vertical supporting mem 
bers 3 and may be looped around the top frame 
2 at the upper ends 32 of the sheets and there 
fastened by means of a fastening member 33. 
Fastener means 34 is also preferably provided 
between the adjacent edges 36 and 37 of the 
sheets 29 and 3 ? for tautly drawing the covering 
around the vertical corner posts 3. In the pres 
ent showing the fastener means 34 consists of 
a standard type slide fastener commonly referred 
to as a zipper fastener and consists of a plurality 
of fastener elements on the adjacent edges 36 
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2 
and 37 and which are engaged and disengaged by 
movement of a slide member engaging the 
fastener elementS. 
As an important feature of the present Con 

struction the sheets 29 and 3 are removably 
fastened to the bottom frame so as to form 
the floor portion 38 of the tent, defined by the 
double layer of the sheets 29 and 3, and to 
maintain such floor portion Smooth and unruf 
fled regardless of the connection of the covering 
to the remainder of the supporting structure. 
As will be seen from Figure 5, the sheets 29 and 
3 are provided with a plurality of openings 39 
at the corner members 3 and in the assembly 
of the tent the several openings 39 in the sheets 
29 and 3 are aligned vertically and Slipped over 
the studs 29 on the members 3 and the sheets 
are clamped between the ground engaging men 
bers 4 and washers 4 carried at the top side of 
the sheets and below the bottom brackets 9. 
The tent is also preferably provided with a top 

portion 4 which may, as here shown, be formed 
of a single sheet of fabric material With a Set 
of peripheral extensions 42 which are adapted 
for folding down against the vertical sides of the 
tent when the top portion is positioned in place. 
Also, as here shown, the adjacent edges 42 of the 
peripheral extensions 42 are provided with a suit 
able fastener means such as a Zipper slide fastener 
and in addition the portions 42 are provided With 
a plurality of transversely spaced fastening ele 
ments 44 which are adapted to engage with Com 
plementary formed fastener elements 46 on the 
side portions of the tent defined by the sheets 
29 and 3f. 

It will now be clear that assembly and dis 
assembly of the present tent may be simply and 
quickly effected and that in the former state 
the same provides a roomy and Substantial en 
closure and when disassembled may be rolled 
or folded into an extremely compact and portable 
form. In assembling the tent the sheetS 29 and 
3 are laid crosswise over each other, as illus 
trated in Figure 2, so as to locate the position of 
the corner members 3. The ground engaging 
members 4 are then driven into the ground 
directly below the openings 39 in the sheets 29 
and 3 and the lower corner units consisting of 
the lower sections 7 and the associated bottom 
frame sections 22 are assembled in place. The 
upper portion of the frame may then be assembled 
by fixing in position each of the upper corner 
units consisting of the upper sections 16 of the 
vertical members 3 and the associated upper 
frame sections 22. Due to the pivotable Connec 
tion of the frame sections 22 to the sections 6 
and 7 of the vertical members and also by reaSOn 
of the simplicity of the slip joints 8 and 24, the 
frame is very readily assembled and provides a 
relatively rigid supporting structure. After erec 
tion of the supporting frames, the portions of the 
sheets 29 and 3 extending from the bottom 38, 
are drawn upwardly to the top frame of the 
supporting structure and there fastened, as here 
inabove explained. One or more of the fastener 
means 34 may then be closed and the top 4 
drawn into place and fastened. 
While for simplicity of illustration, I have 

herein disclosed a tent having four vertical sides, 
it will be clear that a greater number of sides 
may be provided if desired without departing 
from the present invention. Preferably, where 

2,168,913 
a greater sided polygon is used it is desirable 
that the polygon have an even number of SideS 
So that a plurality of separate sheets may be 
used as here shown for covering the Opposite 
sides of the polygon. As will be understood, 
each of the sheets used provides an additional 
layer at the bottom 38 of the tent. It will fur 
ther be noted that the use of the Vertical nem 
bers 3 produces a substantially increased 
amount of head room in the tent aS compared 
to other types of tent heretofore used having 
inclined side Walls. 

Preferably, one end or side of the top frame 2 
is slightly lower than the opposite end or Side 
of the frame so as to provide a Watershed for the 
tent. In the present embodiment one end 47 of 
the tent top is lower than the opposite end 48 
for this purpose. 
I claim: 
1. A tent covering for a cubical frame Com 

prising, a fabric enclosure therefor, the opposed 
sides of Said enclosure being formed of elongated 
Strips of material underlying Said frame to define 
a double bottom for the tent and extending up 
the opposed sides of Said frame, and fastener 
means for the adjacent side edges of said sides, 
Said strips being perforated at said bottom for 
extension therethrough of a ground fastening 
element of frame. 

2. A tent covering for a frame having rec 
tangularly Set, Vertically extending, ground en 
gaging Corner members, a pair of generally rec 
tangular pieces of fabric material positioned in 
CrOSSed horizontal Superimposed relation at the 
bottom of the said frame and extended upwardly 
therefrom to cover the opposed sides of said 
frame, and detachable securing means for fas 
tening the adjacent edges of said pieces at said 
corner members, said pieces having aligned 
Openings under said corner members for exten 
Sion of the latter therethrough and into the 
ground. 

3. A tent covering for a frame having a plu 
rality of vertically extending, ground engaging 
members spaced from each other to define an 
enclosure, a plurality of elongated sheets of 
fabric material positioned in crossed horizontal 
Superimposed relation at the bottom of Said 
frame and being provided with registered open 
ings for engagement with said members and ; 
extending upwardly from the sides of said bot 
tom to cover the opposed sides of said frame, 
and detachable securing means for fastening the 
adjacent edges of said pieces at said members. 

4. A tent comprising, a plurality of trans 
versely spaced vertically extending, ground en 
gaging members defining a supporting frame, 
a horizontal frame connecting the lower ex 
tremities of said members, a plurality of sheets 
of fabric material arranged in over-lapped posi 
tion at their mid-portions and provided with 
vertically aligned openings for engagement with 
said members, said members being extendible 
through said openings, means carried by Said 
members at the underside of said sheets for 6 
clamping said sheets to said members, the ex 
tremities of said sheets being extended upwardly 
from the sides of said horizontal frame to cover 
the sides defined by said Supporting frame and 
to provide a substantially complete enclosure, 
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