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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

ELI Z. GRIGGS, OF ATHENS, PENNSYLVANIA,

SAFETY OAR-LOCEK.

951,685.

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I Err Z. Grices, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Athens,
in the county of Bradford and State of
Pennsylvania, have invented new and useful
Improvements in Safety Oar-Locks, of
which the following is a specification.

This invention relates to a safety oar lock
and socket therefor, the object of the inven-
tion being to prowde simple and effective
means to hold the oar in the oar lock and
the latter in its socket.

The invention consists of the novel fea-
tures of construction, combination and ar-
rangement of parts. hereinafter fully de-
scribed and claimed, reference being had to
the accompanying drawings, in which :—

Figure 1 is a side elevation of an oar lock
and socket embodying my invention. Fig. 2
is an edge view ‘of the same. Fig. 318 a
cross section through the oar lock. Fig. 4
is a detail view of the cam: Tig. 5 is a
section on line 5—35 of Fig. 1 with the oar
lock partially withdrawn “From the socket.
Fig. 6 is a longitudinal section through the
socket.

Referring to the drawing, 1 designates
the oar lock and 2 its socket, which latter
is provided with the usual attaching plate
or flange 3 having perforated end pmuons
1. The bore 5 of “the socket which is eylin-
drical in form is provided. with diametric-
ally opposite V-shaped grooves 6, making
the bore elliptical 1n centnl 10n01tudm“t]
section with its major axis c\tending longi-
tudinally and its minor axis transversely of
the plate 3.

The stem of the oar lock is cylindrical
in form and of greater length than the bore
3, its upper end bemo prowded with an an-
nular shoulder 8 to rest upon the top of
the socket, while its lower end is formed
with diametrically opposite lugs 9 to travel
in the grooves 6, said lugs presentmo shoul-
ders 10 to bear upon the “Thottom of the plate
3 at points between the grooves. It will be
seen that when the oar lock is in oar re-
ceiving position it will be fastened from
removal, while upon turning it at right
angles to such position the luos will aline

with the grooves, permitting the oar lock

to be removed from the socket
The arms 11 and 12 of the oar lock are re-
spectively provided with spaced ears 11" and
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12’ and in the arms 12 below and at the inner
side of the ears is a depression or recess 13.
A latch bar 14 is pivoted at one end be-
tween the ears 117 on a pin 15 and is pro-
vided at its free end with a curved tongue
16 to At within the recess 13 and between
the ears 12°. A locking cam 17 is pivoted
between the ears 12” on a pin 18 and has an
operating handle 19 -and a curved nose 20,
the latter being adapted to engage the
curved tongue to clamp the bar in position
to close the space between the. arms 11 and
12, to lock the oar therein against liability
of casual displacement. Tlhe cam is turned
to locking position by swinging the arm
downward against the outer side of the arm
12, in which position it will be out of the
way, while by swinging said arm upward
to the dotted line position shown in Fig. 2
the bar will be released and may be thrown
back to permit application or réemoval of
the oar.

It will be seen from the foregoing de-
scription that the oar may be turned in
the oar lock without liability of its dis-
placement therefrom, while the oar-lock may
turn freely in the socket without becoming
released, since it must be turned pwm]lel
with or in longitudinal alinement with the
gunwale of the boat in order to bring the
luos into registry with the grooves before
it can be withdrawn,

Having thus described the invention what
is claimed as new is:—

An oar lock having its arms bifurcated
at their free ends, one of said arms being
formed with a recess at the base of the bifur-
cation, a latch bar pivoted to the bifurcated
end of the other arm and having its free
end beveled to fit in said recess and formed
in its upper face with a concavity, and a
cam lever pivotally mounted in the bifur-
cated portion of said recessed arm and hav-
ing a finger piece to fold down upon the
outer side thereof and a nose to engage the
concavity in the lateh bar to clamp the latter
in _closed position.

In testimony whereof I affix my signa-
ture in presence of two witnesses.

ELT Z. GRIGGS.

Witnesses:
C. F. TuURsTON,
Davip Casm.

Patented Mar. 8, 1910.
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