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(57) ABSTRACT 

A method for reducing the peak-to-average ratio in an OFDM 
communication signal is provided. The method includes 
defining a constellation having a plurality of symbols, defin 
ing a symbol duration for the OFDM communication signal, 
and defining a plurality of time instants in the symbol dura 
tion. A plurality oftones are allocated to a particular commu 
nication device, and a discrete signal is constructed in the time 
domain by mapping symbols from the constellation to the 
time instants. A continuous signal is generated by applying an 
interpolation function to the discrete signal Such that the 
continuous signal only includes sinusoids having frequencies 
which are equal to the allocated tones. 
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SIGNALING METHOD IN AN OFDM 
MULTIPLE ACCESS SYSTEM 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

0001. The present application is a continuation of U.S. 
patent application Ser. No. 1 1/186,490, entitled “SIGNAL 
ING METHOD IN AN OFDM MULTIPLE ACCESS SYS 
TEM”, filed on Jul. 20, 2005, now pending, which is a divi 
sional of U.S. patent application Ser. No. 09/805,887, entitled 
SIGNALING METHOD IN AN OFDM MULTIPLE 
ACCESS SYSTEM, filed on Mar. 15, 2001, now U.S. Pat. 
No. 7,295.509, which claims priority to U.S. Provisional 
Application No. 60/230.937, entitled “SIGNALING 
METHODIN AN OFDMMULTIPLE ACCESS WIRELESS 
SYSTEM”, filed on Sep. 13, 2000, all of which are assigned 
to the assignee hereof, and expressly incorporated herein by 
reference. 

TECHNICAL FIELD 

0002 This invention relates to an orthogonal frequency 
division multiplexing (OFDM) communication system, and 
more particularly to an OFDM communication system for a 
multiple access communication network. 

BACKGROUND 

0003 Orthogonal frequency division multiplexing 
(OFDM) is a relatively well known multiplexing technique 
for communication systems. OFDM communication systems 
can be used to provide multiple access communication, where 
different users are allocated different orthogonal tones within 
a frequency bandwidth to transmit data at the same time. In an 
OFDM communication system, the entire bandwidth allo 
cated to the system is divided into orthogonal tones. In par 
ticular, for a given symbol duration Tavailable for user data 
transmission, and a given bandwidth W, the number of avail 
able orthogonal tones F is given by WT. The spacing between 
the orthogonal tones A is chosen to be 1/T, thereby making the 
tones orthogonal. In addition to the symbol duration Twhich 
is available for user data transmission, an additional period of 
time T can be used for transmission of a cyclic prefix. The 
cyclic prefix is prepended to each symbol duration T and is 
used to compensate for the dispersion introduced by the chan 
nel response and by the pulse shaping filter used at the trans 
mitter. Thus, although a total symbol duration of T+T is 
employed for transmitting an OFDM symbol, only the sym 
bol duration T is available for user data transmission and is 
therefore called an OFDM symbol duration. 
0004. In prior OFDM techniques, an OFDM signal is first 
constructed in the frequency domain by mapping symbols of 
a constellation to prescribed frequency tones. The signal con 
structed in the frequency domain is then transformed to the 
time domain by an inverse discrete Fourier transform (IDFT) 
or inverse fast Fourier transform (IFFT) to obtain the digital 
signal samples to be transmitted. In general, symbols of the 
constellation have a relatively low peak-to-average ratio 
property. For example, symbols of a QPSK constellation all 
have the same amplitude. However, after being transformed 
by the IDFT or IFFT, the resultant time domain signal 
samples are the weighted Sum of all the symbols, and there 
fore generally do not preserve the desirable low peak-to 
average ratio property. In particular, the resulting time 
domain signal typically has a high peak-to-average ratio. 
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0005 Existing techniques for implementing OFDM com 
munication systems can be highly inefficient due to the rela 
tively high peak-to-average ratio when compared with other 
signaling schemes, such as single carrier modulation 
schemes. As a result, existing OFDM techniques are not well 
Suited for a wireless multiple access communication network 
with highly mobile users because the high peak-to-average 
ratio of the transmitted signal requires a large amount of 
power at the base station and at the wireless device. The large 
power requirements result in short battery life and more 
expensive power amplifiers for handheld wireless communi 
cation devices or terminals. Accordingly, it is desirable to 
provide an OFDM technique which reduces the peak-to-av 
erage ratio of the signal to be transmitted, while simulta 
neously taking advantage of the larger communication band 
width offered by an OFDM communication system. 

SUMMARY 

0006. In one aspect of the communication system, power 
consumption associated with generating and transmitting 
OFDM signals is reduced as compared to the prior OFDM 
systems discussed above. The OFDM signaling method 
includes defining a constellation having a plurality of sym 
bols, defining the symbol duration for the OFDM communi 
cation signal, and defining a plurality of time instants in the 
symbol duration. In a given symbol duration, a plurality of 
tones in the symbol duration are allocated to a particular 
transmitter and the signal to be transmitted is represented by 
a vector of data symbols from the symbol constellation. The 
symbols are first directly mapped to the prescribed time 
instants in the symbol duration. A continuous signal is then 
constructed by applying continuous interpolation functions 
to the mapped symbols such that the values of the continuous 
signal at the prescribedtime instants are respectively equal to 
the mapped symbols and the frequency response of the con 
tinuous signal only contains sinusoids at the allocated tones. 
Finally the digital signal, which is to be transmitted, consists 
of samples of the continuous signal. Alternatively, the digital 
signal can be generated directly by applying discrete interpo 
lation functions to the mapped symbols. As symbols from the 
constellation generally have good peak-to-average ratio prop 
erty, proper choices of allocated frequency tones, prescribed 
time instants and interpolation functions can result in a mini 
mized peak-to-average ratio of the continuous function and 
the digital signal samples. 
0007. In one aspect, a digital processing system is defined 
that is utilized in a transmitter that generates a transmission 
signal having a first circuit that receives a discrete signal of 
complex data symbols, calculates a frequency response of the 
discrete signal, and outputs a first vector of length M, a second 
circuit that receives the vector of length M and generates a 
second vector of length N, wherein the second vector of 
length N includes elements of the first vector at positions 
corresponding to tones allocated to the transmitter, and a third 
circuit that receives the second vector and generates a digital 
time domain vector therefrom for transmission by the trans 
mitter. 
0008. In one aspect, an apparatus that generates a trans 
mission signal is defined which comprises means for receiv 
ing a discrete signal of complex data symbols, calculates a 
frequency response of the discrete signal, and outputs a first 
vector of length M. means for receiving the vector of length M 
and generates a second vector of lengthN, wherein the second 
vector of length N includes elements of the first vector at 
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positions corresponding to tones allocated to a transmitter, 
and means for generating a digital time domain vector of the 
second vector for transmission by the transmitter. 
0009. The details of one or more embodiments of the 
invention are set forth in the accompanying drawings and the 
description below. Other features, objects, and advantages of 
the invention will be apparent from the description and draw 
ings, and from the claims. 

DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS 

0010 FIG. 1 is a block diagram of an OFDM system. 
0011 FIG. 2A is a block diagram of an interpolation sys 
tem used by the OFDM system of FIG. 1. 
0012 FIG. 2B is a block diagram of another interpolation 
system used by the OFDM system of FIG. 1. 
0013 FIG. 3A is a graph showing symbols mapped to 
prescribed time instants in the time domain according to the 
OFDM technique implemented by the system of FIG. 1. 
0014 FIG. 3B is a graph showing the frequency domain 
response of the graph of FIG. 3B. 
0015 FIG. 4A shows an implementation technique for 
producing a digital signal sample vector using time domain 
symbol mapping in the case where the allocated tones are 
contiguous. 
0016 FIG. 4B is a block diagram showing a communica 
tion system for producing a digital signal sample vector in the 
case where the allocated frequency tones are contiguous. 
0017 FIG. 4C is a graph showing the mapping of the 
symbols to the prescribed time instants, the expansion of the 
mapped symbols, and the use of a sinc function to interpolate 
the expanded symbols. 
0018 FIG. 4D is a graph showing the large peak-to-aver 
age ratio of the resulting digital signal sample vector when the 
symbols are mapped in the frequency domain in the prior 
OFDM systems. 
0019 FIG. 4E is a graph showing the reduced peak-to 
average ratio of the resulting digital signal sample vector 
when the symbols are mapped in the time domain using the 
technique of FIGS. 4A-4C. 
0020 FIG. 5A shows another implementation technique 
for producing the digital signal sample vector using time 
domain symbol mapping in the case where the allocated tones 
are equally spaced in frequency. 
0021 FIG. 5B is a block diagram showing a communica 
tion system for producing a digital signal sample vector in the 
case where the allocated frequency tones are equally spaced. 
0022 FIG. 5C is a graph showing the mapping of the 
symbols to the prescribed time instants, the expansion of the 
mapped symbols, and the use of a sinc function to interpolate 
the symbols. 
0023 FIG.5D is a graph showing the reduced peak-to 
average ratio of the resulting digital signal sample vector 
when the symbols are mapped in the time domain using the 
technique of FIGS.5A-5C. 
0024 FIG. 6 is a graph showing L/4 symbol rotation. 
0025 FIG. 7 shows the use of a cyclic shift of the real and 
imaginary signal components. 
0026 FIG. 8A is a graph showing application of a win 
dowing function in the frequency domain to further reduce 
the peak-to-average ratio. 
0027 FIG. 8B is a block diagram showing a technique 
using more tones than the number of symbols to be transmit 
ted for producing a digital signal sample vector. 
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0028 FIG. 8C is a graph showing the use of an interpola 
tion function corresponding to the window function of FIG. 
8B to the symbols mapped to the prescribed time instants. 
0029 FIG. 8D is a graph showing the reduced peak-to 
average ratio of the resulting digital signal sample vector 
when the symbols are mapped in the time domain using the 
technique of FIGS. 8A-8C. 
0030. Like reference symbols in the various drawings 
indicate like elements. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

0031 Referring to FIG. 1, an orthogonal frequency divi 
sion multiplexing (OFDM) communication system 10 is 
shown. OFDM communication system 10 receives a first 
constellation of symbols {B, 12 and provides the symbols to 
a symbol-to-symbol mapping circuit 14, that produces a sec 
ond constellation of complex symbols {C} 16. The complex 
symbols 16 represent data or a stream of data to be transmitted 
by the OFDM communication system, and may be chosen 
from a variety of symbol constellations including, but not 
limited to phase shift keying (PSK) and quadrature amplitude 
modulation (QAM) symbol constellations. The symbol-to 
symbol mapping performed by the mapping circuit 14 is an 
optional step performed by the OFDM communication sys 
tem 10. 

0032. Next, a time instant mapping circuit 18 maps each 
complex symbol 16 to a prescribedtime instant within a given 
OFDM symbol duration. The mapping operation is per 
formed in the time domain Such that the mapping circuit 18 
generates a discrete signal of mapped symbols within the time 
domain symbol duration. The output of the mapping circuit 
18 is provided to an interpolation circuit 20, that produces a 
series of digital signal samples {S,i} 22. The digital signal 
samples 22 are formed by sampling a continuous signal, 
which is constructed by applying one or more predetermined 
continuous interpolation functions to the mapped complex 
symbols 19. Alternatively, the digital signal samples 22 are 
formed by directly applying one or more predetermined dis 
crete interpolation functions to the mapped complex symbols 
19. When using the technique of applying discrete interpola 
tion functions, no intermediate continuous signal is generated 
and the step of sampling the continuous signal is not neces 
sary. The operation of the interpolation circuit 20 is described 
in greater detail below. A cyclic prefix circuit 24 receives the 
series of digital signal samples 22 from the interpolation 
circuit 20 and prepends a cyclic prefix to the digital signal 
samples 22. The cyclic prefix circuit 24 operates to copy and 
prepend the last portion of the digital signal sample vector S 
22 to the beginning of the OFDM symbol duration. The 
resulting digital signal samples 22 with the prepended cyclic 
prefix are converted to an analog signal by a digital to analog 
converter 28. The resulting analog signal is further processed 
by a pulse shaping filter 30, the output of which is modulated 
to a carrier frequency, and amplified by a power amplifier unit 
32 for transmission through an antenna 34. 
0033. In one implementation of the OFDM communica 
tion system 10, the symbol-to-symbol mapping circuit 14, the 
time instant mapping circuit 18, the interpolation circuit 20, 
and the cyclic prefix circuit 24 are implemented in a digital 
signal processor (DSP) 26, and may include a combination of 
hardware modules and/or software modules. These circuits 
14, 18, 20, and 24 can also be implemented as separate dis 
crete circuits within the OFDM communication system 10. 
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0034. The details of the interpolation circuit 20 are shown 
in FIG. 2A. The interpolation circuit 20 includes an interpo 
lation function module 21 that applies one or more continu 
ous interpolation functions to the discrete signal of mapped 
symbols 19 to generate a continuous signal in which signal 
variation between adjacent symbols is minimized. Thus, the 
continuous signal has a low peak-to-average ratio. The inter 
polation functions may be precomputed and stored in an 
interpolation function memory 23 connected to the interpo 
lation function module 21. A frequency tone and time instant 
allocation circuit 27 is connected to the interpolation function 
memory 23 and defines an allocated tone set selected from 
frequency tones distributed over a predetermined bandwidth 
associated with the OFDM communication system 10. The 
allocated tone set is then provided to the interpolation func 
tion memory 23. The frequency tone and time instant alloca 
tion circuit 27 also defines the prescribed time instants dis 
tributed over the time domain symbol duration, which can 
also be stored in the interpolation function memory 23 for use 
by the interpolation function module 21 as well as other 
modules within the DSP 26. The interpolation circuit 20 also 
includes a sampling circuit 25 for receiving and sampling the 
continuous signal at discrete time instants distributed over the 
time domain symbol duration to generate the vector of digital 
signal samples 22. Alternatively, in FIG.2B the interpolation 
function module 21 applies one or more discrete interpolation 
functions to the discrete signal of mapped symbols 19 to 
directly generate the digital signal sample vector 22, in which 
case the sampling circuit 25 (of FIG. 2A) is not needed. 
Through applying the discrete interpolation functions, the 
interpolation function module 21 effectively combines the 
processing steps of applying the continuous interpolation 
functions and sampling the intermediate continuous signal. 
0035 FIG. 3A graphically depicts the signal processing 
steps performed by the various circuits of the DSP 26. More 
specifically, FIG. 3A shows the construction of the signal to 
be transmitted in a given OFDM time domain symbol dura 
tion 40. The time domain symbol duration 40 is a time interval 
from 0 to T. For purposes of the following description, the 
OFDM symbol duration T does not include the cyclic prefix. 
The signal to be transmitted in the symbol duration 40 is 
represented by complex symbols C. C. C. . . . , C, 16 that 
are mapped to the prescribed time instants, where M denotes 
the number of symbols to be transmitted in the symbol dura 
tion 40. 

0036. In one implementation, the OFDM communication 
system 10 is a multiple access communication system where 
the entire bandwidth available to all transmitters within the 
system is divided into Forthogonal frequency tones, f. f... 
... f. In the given symbol duration 40, a particular transmitter 
operating within a multiple access communication system is 
allocated M frequency tones fi, fo. . . . , f which is a 
Subset off, f. . . . . f. (the total number of frequency tones) 
in order to transmit the signal. As part of this implementation, 
the number of tones allocated to a particular transmitter is 
equal to the number of symbols to be transmitted by that 
transmitter. Later in FIG. 8A, the number of allocated tones 
can be greater than the number of symbols to be transmitted. 
The remaining frequency tones can be used by other trans 
mitters within the communication system. This technique 
allows OFDM communication system 10 to operate as a 
multiple access communication system. 
0037. The complex data symbols C. C. C. . . . . C16 
are first mapped to t1, t2, ts. . . . , t, respectively, where t, t2. 
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ts. . . . , t are M prescribed time instants within the time 
domain symbol duration 40. The mapping operation gener 
ates a discrete signal of mapped symbols. It should be noted 
that the number of prescribed time instants is equal to the 
number of symbols M to be transmitted. As described above, 
the symbol mapping occurs in the time domain. Continuous 
interpolation functions 42 are then applied to the discrete 
signal of mapped symbols 16 to generate a continuous func 
tion CF(t) fort in the time interval from 0 to T. 
0038. The interpolation functions 42 are constructed such 
that the values of the continuous function CF(t) at time 
instants t, t2, ts. . . . , t are respectively equal to C, C2, Cs. 
..., Cand the frequency response of the continuous function 
CF(t) contains only sinusoids at the allocated tones. There 
fore, CF(t) is constructed as 

where J= -1 and coefficients A are given by 

AM CM 2 fi(1) M 27 fi(M)'M 

Thus, each coefficient A is generated by multiplying a matrix 
of predetermined sinusoids with the single column of data 
Symbols C1, C2, Cs. . . . . C. 16. 
0039 FIG. 3B shows the frequency response of the con 
tinuous function CF(t). More specifically, FIG.3B shows that 
the frequency response of the continuous function is non-zero 
only at the allocated frequency tones ff2,..., for and 
is Zero at all other frequency tones. 
0040. The output of the DSP26 is a vector of digital signal 
samples S 22, which are the samples of the continuous func 
tion CF(t) at discrete time instants 0, T/N, 2 TVN. . . . . 
T(N-1)/N, that is, S=CF(0), S=CF(T/N), S=CF(2T/N), .. 
... S-CF(T(N-1)/N), where N is the number of discrete time 
instants in the vector of digital signal samples 22. In a general 
form, t, ... , t may not necessarily be equal to any of the time 
instants 0, T/N, 2 TVN. . . , T(N-1)/N. Therefore, while the 
digital signal samples S 22 may occur at the time instants t, 
. . . , t, the OFDM communication system 10 does not 
require that the time instants 0, T/N, 2 TVN...T(N-1)/N be 
equal to t. . . . . t. 
0041. In another implementation of OFDM communica 
tion system 10, the digital signal samples S 22 may be gen 
erated by the DSP 26 by directly multiplying a matrix of 
precomputed sinusoidal waveforms Z, operating as discrete 
interpolation functions, with the discrete signal of mapped 
symbols C in order to satisfy the transformation function 
S=ZC according to the following: 
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where C represents the symbol vector, and the matrix Z rep 
resents the product of the two matrices in the second line of 
the above equation. Each column (i) of matrix Z represents 
the interpolation function 42 of a corresponding symbol C, to 
generate the digital signal samples S 22. As such, the matrix 
Z can be pre-computed and stored in the interpolation func 
tion memory 23 of the interpolation circuit 20 (FIG. 2B). The 
interpolation circuit 20 then applies the discrete interpolation 
functions 42 defined by the matrix Z to the discrete signal of 
mapped complex symbols C 16 in order to satisfy the criteria 
of S-ZC and to generate the vector of digital signal samples 
22. 

0042. The purpose of constructing the signal in the time 
domain is to directly map the symbols 16, which have a 
desirable low peak-to-average ratio property, to the pre 
scribed time instants within the symbol duration 40. Appro 
priate interpolation functions 42 are selected to obtain the 
continuous function CF(t) and the digital signal samples 22 
Such that the desirable low peak-to-average ratio property of 
the symbols 16 is substantially preserved for the continuous 
function and for the digital signal samples 22. The peak-to 
average ratio property of the resulting (interpolated) continu 
ous function CF(t) and the digital signal samples 22 is depen 
dent upon the interpolation functions 42, the choice of 
allocated frequency tones fi, fc2, ..., f from the set of 
tones, and the prescribed time instants t. . . . . t. 
0043 Referring to FIG. 4A, one implementation of the 
OFDM communication system 10 allocates tones for fa. 
... f. to the transmitter associated with the communication 
system that are a Subset of contiguous tones in the tone set f, 
f,..., f. Therefore, fe-fo-(k-1)A, for k=1,..., M, where 
M is the number of symbols. If the OFDM communication 
system 10 is a multiple access system, each transmitter asso 
ciated with the communication system is allocated a non 
overlapping Subset of frequency tones. For purposes of 
description, let f-0. The construction for the other cases 
where fa0 can be similarly obtained. 
0044 Complex symbols C, ..., C. 16 are mapped in the 
time domain to the following time instants t(k-1)T/M, for 
k=1,..., M. As part of this implementation, the prescribed 
time instants t. . . . , t are equally-spaced time instants 
uniformly distributed over the entire OFDM symbol duration 
40 as shown in the first time domain graph of FIG. 4A. Given 
the choice of the allocated frequency tones and prescribed 
time instants, the matrix Z, which is used to generate the 
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digital signal samples S as discussed in FIGS. 3A-3B, can be 
simplified to 

Z= 

2? fi(1)0 2? fi(M)0 d2? fi(1)*1 -2? fit 1)" M 
1 

f W- -l 
J2, fiti Tiwi J2, fit Tiwi e d2 fi(M)' ... e-2 fi(M)'M 

0045. The second time domain graph of FIG. 4A shows 
the resulting digital signal sample vector S 22 after the inter 
polation circuit 20 applies the interpolation functions 42 
defined by the matrix Z to the complex symbols 16 according 
to the expression S=ZC. As part of this implementation, the 
sampling module 25 is not generally used as the digital signal 
sample vector S 22 is directly generated from the discrete 
signal of mapped symbols using the transformation function 
S=ZC. 
0046 Turning to FIG. 4B, a digital processing system 50 
provides another technique for obtaining the vector of digital 
signal samples S. A DFT circuit 52 receives a discrete signal 
of complex data symbols C, and calculates the frequency 
responses A1, . . . . A. at tones f1, f(2): . . . . for through 
an M-point discrete Fourier transform (DFT). The vector A, 
. . . . A 54 output by the DFT circuit 52 is then expanded to 
a new vector of length N (the total number of time instants in 
the discrete signal vector S) by Zero insertion at block 56. 
More specifically, this process involves putting the k" symbol 
A to the i(k)" element of the new vector, for k=1,..., M. 
where f is the ktone allocated to the transmitter, and insert 
ing Zeros in all the remaining elements. Finally, an IDFT 
circuit 58 performs an N-point inverse discrete Fourier trans 
form on the resulting vector (after Zero insertion) to obtain the 
digital signal sample vector S. The collective procedure of 
DFT, Zero insertion and IDFT is one way of implementing the 
discrete interpolation functions. 
0047 Turning to FIG. 4C, another technique for obtaining 
the digital signal samples S is shown. For simplicity of 
description, it is assumed that the allocated contiguous tones 
fi, fo..... for are centered at frequency 0. The construc 
tion for the other cases where the allocated tones are not 
centered at frequency 0 can be similarly obtained. As with 
FIG. 4A, the prescribed time instants t, ... , t are equally 
spaced time instants uniformly distributed over the entire 
OFDM symbol duration 40. 
0048. The complex symbols C,..., C are first mapped 
in the time domain to time instants t. . . . , t respectively. 
Next, the mapped symbols C. . . . , C are leftwards and 
rightwards shifted and replicated to an expanded set of pre 
scribed time instants, which is a Superset oft. . . . , t and 
consists of an infinite number of equally-spaced time instants 
covering the time interval from -oo to +D. This technique 
creates an infinite series of mapped symbols C. The continu 
ous function CF(t) is then constructed by interpolating the 
infinite series of mapped symbols using a sinc interpolation 
function 60. Mathematically, the above steps construct the 
continuous function CF(t) as 

i 

CF(t) = X. X. sinct -i - kT. {} 
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where sinc(a,b)=sin(ta?b)/(La/b). The sinc interpolation 
function 60 can also be precomputed and stored in the inter 
polation function memory 23. As discussed in FIG. 3A the 
digital signal samples S 22 are the samples of the continuous 
function CF(t) at time instants 0, TVN. . . . . T(N-1)/N. In 
FIGS. 4A-4C, if N is a multiple of M, then Six C, for 
k=1,..., M. It should be noted that the continuous function 
CF(t) only applies to the symbol duration 40 from 0 to T. The 
use of time interval from -oo to +OO is solely for the purpose of 
mathematically constructing CF(t). The discrete interpola 
tion functions, which combine the continuous interpolation 
functions and the sampling function, can be derived easily 
from the above description. 
0049. For comparison purposes, FIG. 4D illustrates the 
resulting peak-to-average ratio for a digital signal sample 
vector S 62 and its associated transmitted OFDM signal 64 
produced by symbols 16 where the signal is constructed in the 
frequency domain. As described above, this known technique 
of mapping the symbols 16 in the frequency domain produces 
a large signal variation in the transmitted OFDM signal 64 
and results in a large peak-to-average ratio. 
0050 FIG. 4E illustrates the resulting small signal varia 
tion and low peak-to-average ratio of the digital signal sample 
vector S 66 associated with the transmitted OFDM signal 68. 
As will be appreciated by comparing FIGS. 4D and 4E, map 
ping the constellation of complex symbols 16 in the time 
domain produces an OFDM signal 68 having a significantly 
reduced peak-to-average ratio. 
0051 FIG. 5A shows a second implementation of the 
OFDM communication system 10, and serves to further gen 
eralize the system shown in FIGS. 4A-4C. As part of OFDM 
system 10, tones, fl. for . . . . for allocated to the trans 
mitter associated with the communication system, are a Sub 
set of equally-spaced tones in the tone set f. f. . . . f. 
Therefore, fe-fo-(k-1)LA, for k=1,..., M. and L is a 
positive integer number representing the spacing between 
two adjacent allocated frequency tones. When L=1, this 
implementation is equivalent to the implementation tech 
nique described in FIGS. 4A-4C. For the sake of description, 
let f-0. The construction for the other cases where frz0 can 
be similarly obtained. 
0052. In this case where the allocated tones are equally 
spaced tones, the constructed continuous function CF(t) is 
identical in each of the L time intervals, O.T/L), IT/L.2T/L). 
and (L-1)T/L, TVL). As part of this technique, symbols C, . 
. . , C, 16 are mapped to the following time instants t (k- 
1)T/M/L, for k=1,..., M. In this implementation, the pre 
scribed time instants t. . . . , t are equally-spaced time 
instants uniformly distributed over a fraction (1/L) of the 
symbol duration 70. As a comparison, in the case of allocated 
contiguous tones (FIG. 4A), the prescribed time instants are 
equally-spaced and distributed over the entire symbol dura 
tion, as discussed with respect to FIG. 4A. 
0053. The procedure for obtaining the digital signal 
samples S 22 described in FIG. 4A can also be applied with 
respect to FIG. 5A. More specifically, the digital signal 
sample vector S is the product of matrix Z (defining the 
discrete interpolation functions) and the symbol vector C. 
Given the choice of the allocated frequency tones and pre 
scribed time instants, the matrix Z, which is used to generate 
the digital signal samples 22 from the discrete signal of 
mapped symbols, can be simplified to the same formula as in 
FIG. 4A with the only change in the definition of f. 
f(2): . . . . f(M) and t1, . . . . tr. 
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0054. In FIG. 5B, the procedure of obtaining the digital 
signal sample vector S 22 described in FIG. 4B can also be 
applied to the case of allocated frequency tones that are 
equally spaced tones. More specifically, a digital processing 
system 100 provides another technique for obtaining the vec 
tor of digital signal samples S. A DFT circuit 102 receives a 
discrete signal of complex data symbols C, and calculates the 
frequency responses A1, ..., A. at tones f1, f(2, ..., fo. 
through an M-point discrete Fourier transform (DFT). The 
vector A, ..., A 104 output by the DFT circuit 102 is then 
expanded to a new vector of length N (the total number of 
time instants in the digital signal sample vector S) by Zero 
insertion at block 106. More specifically, this process 
involves putting the k" symbol A to the i(k)th element of the 
new vector, fork-1,..., M., where f is the k" tone allocated 
to the transmitter, and inserting Zeros in all the remaining 
elements. Finally, an IDFT circuit 108 performs an N-point 
inverse discrete Fourier transform on the resulting vector 
(after Zero insertion) to obtain the time domain digital signal 
sample vector S. The collective procedure of DFT, Zero inser 
tion and IDFT is one way of implementing the discrete inter 
polation functions. 
0055 FIG. 5C is the counterpart of FIG. 4C, where sym 
bols C. . . . , C are first mapped to t. . . . , t respectively 
over a fraction (1/L) of the symbol duration 70. The symbol 
mapping is also performed in the time domain. Next the 
mapped symbols C. . . . , C are leftwards and rightwards 
shifted and replicated to an expanded set of prescribed time 
instants from -OO to +OO which creates an infinite series of 
symbols. The continuous function CF(t) is then constructed 
by interpolating the infinite series of mapped symbols with a 
sinc interpolation function 72. Thus, the continuous function 
CF(t) includes the digital signal samples mapped to the pre 
scribed time instants as well as digital sample points between 
the prescribed time instants. Mathematically, the above steps 
construct the continuous function as 

i 

CF(t) = X. X. since- i: - KT: f }} 

With continued reference to FIG. 5C, each sinc interpolation 
function 72 is narrower and therefore decays faster than the 
sinc interpolation function 60 shown in FIG. 4C. The sinc 
interpolation function 72 can also be precomputed and stored 
in the interpolation function memory 23 for use by the inter 
polation function module 21. The digital sample vector S 22 
can be obtained in the same technique shown in FIG. 4C. In 
FIGS.5A and 5C, if N is a multiple of ML, then Six, 
L+(-1)N/L-C, for k=1,..., M., andj=1,..., L. The discrete 
interpolation functions, which combine the continuous inter 
polation functions and the sampling function, can be derived 
easily from the above description. 
0056 FIG.5D illustrates the resulting small signal varia 
tion and low peak-to-average ratio of the digital signal sample 
vector S74 associated with the transmitted OFDM signal 76. 
As will be appreciated by comparing FIGS. 4D and 5D, 
mapping the constellation of complex symbols 16 in the time 
domain produces an OFDM signal 76 having a significantly 
lower peak-to-average ratio. 
0057 Referring now to FIG. 6, a L/4 symbol rotation 
technique is used to further reduce the peak-to-average ratio 
of the transmitted OFDM signal. At an OFDM symbol dura 
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tion, if symbols B. . . . . B of the constellation are to be 
transmitted, symbols B, ..., Bare mapped to another block 
of complex symbols C. . . . , C, where each odd number 
symbol remains unchanged and each even number symbol is 
phase rotated by JL/4. For example, if symbols B. . . . . B. 
belong to a QPSK constellation {0, 1/2, IL, 13/2}, the odd 
number symbols C still belong to the same QPSK constella 
tion, while after being phase rotated the even number symbols 
C belong to another QPSK constellation {T/4, L3/4, 5/4, 
J.7/4}. Symbols C. . . . , C are then used to construct the 
digital signal samples 22 in the time domain as described 
above with respect to FIGS. 3A-5C. 
0058. With reference to FIG. 7, another technique for 
reducing the peak-to-average ratio is shown, which intro 
duces a cyclic offset of the real and imaginary signal compo 
nents. This technique involves a first step of offsetting the 
imaginary components of the digital signal samples S 22, 
which have been generated using the technique of FIGS. 
3A-5C, by an integer number of samples. If necessary, the 
technique then involves a second step of adjusting the timing 
by a fraction of a sample period between the real and the 
imaginary signal components in the transmit path. 
0059. At an OFDM symbol duration, if the digital signal 
samples S. S. ..., Sy have been obtained using the method 
as described in FIGS. 3A-5C, the digital signal sample vector 
S is then mapped to another vector S as follows. The real 
component of digital signal sample Sk is equal to that of 
digital signal sample S. The imaginary component of digital 
signal sample S is equal to that of digital signal sample S, 
where index.j=(k+d-1) mod N+1, for k=1,..., N, with mod 
representing a module operation. The parameter d is an inte 
ger representing the cyclic offset, in terms of number of 
samples, between the real and imaginary components. 
0060. In one implementation, the value of d is determined 
by 

N 

LM 

where L is discussed in FIG. 5A. In one aspect of this tech 
nique, d is chosen to be close to 

For example, d can be the integer closest to 

the largest integer not greater than 
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or the Smallest integer not smaller than 

In one example, d is chosen to be the largest integer not 
greater than 

This example can be easily extended for other choices of d. 
0061 The digital signal sample vector S is then passed to 
the cyclic prefix prepender circuit 24, as shown in FIG. 1. 
Therefore, the operation of half symbol cyclic shifting is 
carried out before the operation of prepending the cyclic 
prefix, such as that performed by the cyclic prefix circuit 24 of 
FIG 1. 
0062) Not specifically shown in FIG. 7, when or after the 
sample vector S and the cyclic prefix are outputted to the 
digital to analog converter 28, the imaginary components are 
further delayed by an amount of 

N T 

(iv -d) 

which is a fraction of a sample period T/N. 
0063 As a variation of the technique shown in FIG. 7 (not 
specifically shown), another technique for achieving a similar 
result can be used to eliminate the second step of adjusting 
timing by a fraction of a sample period between the real and 
the imaginary signal components in the transmit path. As part 
of this technique, the real and the imaginary components of 
the desired digital signal samples S 22 are generated sepa 
rately as described by the following. 
0064. A first series of digital signal samples 22 are gener 
ated using the technique of FIGS. 3A-5C. The real compo 
nents of the desired digital signal samples 22 are equal to 
those of the first series of samples. A second series of digital 
signal samples 22 are generated using the technique of FIGS. 
3A-5C except for the following changes. The imaginary com 
ponents of the desired digital signal samples are equal to those 
of the second series of samples. In the general method 
described in FIGS. 3, 4A, and 5A, the matrix 

is changed to 

T 2nfil) (0-2FM) 2nfit M (0-2ff) 

N 
2nfil) (TN-2EM) 
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0065. In the block diagram method described with regard 
to FIG. 4B, an additional operation is required after Zero 
insertion (block 56) and before N-point IDFT (block 58), 
where each element k in the expanded length N vector is 
phase rotated by 

0066 Referring to FIGS. 8A-8D, another technique for 
further reducing the peak-to-average ratio is implemented by 
allocating more frequency tones than the number of complex 
symbols to be transmitted in a symbol duration 40. In FIGS. 
3-7, the number of tones allocated to the transmitter associ 
ated with the communication system is equal to the number of 
symbols to be transmitted in a given OFDM symbol duration. 
Compared with the other techniques described with respect to 
the previous figures, the technique of FIGS. 8A-8D requires 
additional overhead of bandwidth to transmit the same num 
ber of complex symbols. 
0067 For example, if the communication system 10 is 
allocated M+M contiguous frequency tones, f. f. ..., 
for and M symbols C1,..., C of the constellation are 
to be transmitted at an OFDM symbol duration, from the 
comparison of FIGS. 4A and 5A, the case of allocated con 
tiguous tones can be easily extended to the case of allocated 
equally-spaced tones. As part of this implementation of the 
OFDM communication system 10, M is a positive number 
representing the number of excess tones to be used and is 
assumed to be an even number. Therefore, the allocated tone 

Me fo = f+ (k - - 1)A 

for k=1,..., M+M. For purposes of description, let f-0. 
The construction for the other cases where fa0 can be simi 
larly obtained. 
0068. As with the technique described with respect to FIG. 
4A, the prescribed time instants are t (k-1)T/M, for k=1,.. 
. . M. that is, the prescribed time instants t. . . . , t are 
equally-spaced time instants in the symbol duration 40. 
0069. As part of this technique shown in FIG. 8A, P(f) is a 
smooth windowing function 90 in the frequency domain, 
which is non-zero only over interval? fel In addi 
tion, P(f) 90 also satisfies the Nyquist Zero intersymbol inter 
ference criterion, i.e., 

& 

X P(f - KMA) = 1 

for any frequency f, where A is the spacing between adjacent 
tOneS. 

0070 FIG. 8B shows the block diagram of the technique. 
As described above, a symbol-to-symbol mapping is option 
ally performed to generate a discrete signal of mapped com 
plex symbols C. . . . , C, 16. The frequency responses 
A. . . . . A 84 are calculated through an M-point discrete 
Fourier transform (DFT) of the complex symbols 16 at block 

Oct. 22, 2009 

82. At block 86, vector A,..., A. 84 is cyclically expanded 
to a new vector A of length N and windowed with a window 
ing function 90 as follows: 

where index g(k)-mod(k-i(1)-M/2, M)+1, for k=1,..., N. 
0071. At block 88, the digital signal sample vector S is 
obtained by taking an N-point inverse discrete Fourier trans 
form (IDFT) of the new vector A'. Finally, the cyclic prefix is 
added by cyclic prefix circuit 24 as described above with 
regard to FIG. 1. 
0072 To provide additional insight to the above signal 
construction technique, assume that the allocated tones f. 
f2,..., fare centered at frequency 0. In FIG. 8C (as 
with FIG. 4C), symbols C. . . . , C are first mapped to 
equally-spaced time instants in the symbol duration 40, and 
are then leftwards and rightwards shifted and replicated from 
-OO to +OO. What is different from FIG. 4C is that a different 
interpolation function 92, which is determined by the win 
dowing function 90, is used to generate the continuous func 
tion, 

where p(t) 92 is the time domain response of P(f) 90. As with 
FIG. 4C, the digital signal samples are obtained by letting t–0. 
T/N,..., T(N-1)/N. 
0073. In one exemplary aspect of this technique, if a raised 
cosine windowing function is used, i.e., 

where B=(M+2)/M represents the percentage of excess tone 
overhead, then, the interpolation function p(t) 92 is given by 

P() = M/T 146,212 (T2 

0074 As B increases, the interpolation function p(t) 92 
decays faster, thereby reducing the probability of having large 
peak at samples betweent. 
0075 FIG. 8D shows the resulting small signal variation 
and low peak-to-average ratio of the digital signal sample 
vector S94 associated with the transmitted OFDM signal 96. 
As will be appreciated, mapping the constellation symbols 16 
in the time domain produces an OFDM signal 96 having a 
significantly lower peak-to-average signal ratio. 
0076. A number of embodiments of the invention have 
been described. Nevertheless, it will be understood that vari 
ous modifications may be made without departing from the 
spirit and scope of the invention. Accordingly, other embodi 
ments are within the scope of the following claims. 
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What is claimed is: 
1. A digital processing system utilized in a transmitter that 

generates a transmission signal, the system comprising: 
a first circuit that receives a discrete signal of complex data 

symbols, calculates a frequency response of the discrete 
signal, and outputs a first vector of length M: 

a second circuit that receives the vector of length M and 
generates a second vector of length N, wherein the sec 
ond vector of length N includes elements of the first 
vector at positions corresponding to tones allocated to 
the transmitter, and 

a third circuit that receives the second vector and generates 
a digital time domain vector therefrom for transmission 
by the transmitter. 

2. The digital processing system of claim 1, wherein the 
transmitter is configured to operate in a multiple access sys 
tem, and wherein the tones allocated to the transmitter are a 
non-overlapping Subset of frequency tones with respect to 
other transmitters. 

3. The digital processing system of claim 1, wherein the 
second circuit is configured to insert Zeros in remaining ele 
ments of the second vector not corresponding to the tones 
allocated to the transmitter. 

4. The digital processing system of claim 2, wherein the 
second circuit is configured to insert Zeros in remaining ele 
ments of the second vector not corresponding to the tones 
allocated to the transmitter. 

5. The digital processing system of 1, wherein the vector of 
length N is larger than the vector of length M. 

6. The digital processing system of 1, wherein the digital 
time domain vector comprises equally spaced tones. 

7. The digital processing system of 5, wherein the digital 
time domain vector comprises equally spaced tones. 

8. The digital processing system of 4, wherein the vector of 
length N is larger than the vector of length M. 

9. The digital processing system of 4, wherein the digital 
time domain vector comprises equally spaced tones. 

10. The digital processing system of 9, wherein the digital 
time domain vector comprises equally spaced tones. 
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11. An apparatus that generates a transmission signal, the 
apparatus comprising: 
means for receiving a discrete signal of complex data sym 

bols, calculates a frequency response of the discrete 
signal, and outputs a first vector of length M: 

means for receiving the vector of length M and generates a 
second vector of length N, wherein the second vector of 
lengthN includes elements of the first vector at positions 
corresponding to tones allocated to a transmitter, and 

means for generating a digital time domain vector of the 
second vector for transmission by the transmitter. 

12. The apparatus of claim 11, wherein the transmitter is 
configured to operate in a multiple access system, and 
wherein the tones allocated to the transmitter are a non 
overlapping Subset of frequency tones with respect to other 
transmitters. 

13. The apparatus of claim 11, wherein the second circuit is 
configured to insert Zeros in remaining elements of the second 
vector not corresponding to the tones allocated to the trans 
mitter. 

14. The apparatus of claim 12, wherein the second circuit is 
configured to insert Zeros in remaining elements of the second 
vector not corresponding to the tones allocated to the trans 
mitter. 

15. The apparatus of 11, wherein the vector of length N is 
larger than the vector of length M. 

16. The apparatus of 11, wherein the digital time domain 
vector comprises equally spaced tones. 

17. The apparatus of 15, wherein the digital time domain 
vector comprises equally spaced tones. 

18. The apparatus of 14, wherein the vector of length N is 
larger than the vector of length M. 

19. The apparatus of 14, wherein the digital time domain 
vector comprises equally spaced tones. 

20. The apparatus of 19, wherein the digital time domain 
vector comprises equally spaced tones. 
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