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To all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, JosErPH IYLAND, of
suffalo, in the county of Krie and State of
New York, have invented certain new and

5 useful Improvements on Teaf-Tolders for
Books; and I do hereby declare that the fol-
lowing deseription of my said invention, taken
in conneetion with the accompanying sheet of
drawings, forms a full, clear, and exact speci-

1o fication, which will enable others skilled in
the art to which it appertains to malke and
use the same.

This invention has general reference to
clamps for holding the leaves of music and

15 similar books in proper position; and it con-
sists, essentially, in the novel and peculiar
combination of parts and details of construc-
tion, as hereinafter first fully set forth and de-
seribed, and then pointed-out in the claims.

2¢ In the drawings already mentioned, which
serve to illustrate my said invention more
fully, Figurel is a perspective view of a book
having my improved leaf-holder affixed. Tig.
2 1s a similar view of the leaf-holder proper.
25 Irig. 3 is a plan of the same as affixed toa

book. Tig. 4 is asimilar view of the holder
detached. TFig. 5 is a side elevation of the
same.

Like parts are designated by corresponding
30 letters of reference in all the figures.

The object of my present invention is the
production of a cheap and simple device for
holding the leaves of a book, especially a mu-
sic-book, in an open position to enable the

35 player of an instrument to readily see the
music or notes to be played. Books in gen-
eral, especially when new, have a tendency to
close or the leaves to turn when not desired,
a matter causing considerable annoyance to

40 players of pianos, organs, and other instru-
ments, and frequently absolute embarrass-
ment, owing to the fact that the player must
stop to return the leaves to their proper posi-
tion.

45 To avoid these serious objections I con-
struct a holder, substantially as shown in Fig.
2, where the holder proper, I3, consists of
a curved back-piece, I, having upwardly-pro-
jecting members O b, which are forwardly

so hent at € 7 and then downwardly bent at

D D,and finally curved at ¢ ¢, as clearly illus-
trated in the figures. This holder is con-
structed, preferably, of spring-wireof proper
thickness and {emper, so that when it is ap-
plied to a book, A, as shown in Fig. 1, it will 55
push theback of the book forward to assume
the shape substantially as shown in Fig. 3,
thereby drawing the leaves of the book back
and holding them perfectly flat, at the same
time preventing them from being accidentally 6o
tuned over by air-eurrents or otherwise.
Centrally upon the curved back-piece F, 1
provide a bearing-piece, I, representing, pref-
erably, a Iyre or other musical symbol. The
object of this piece is to distribute the press- 65
ure of the back-piece I upon a larger surface

of the back of the book than would be ex-
erted without the same, in which case the
back mightsoon show the effects of the holder.
Though a desirable adjunct I do not consider 7o
this pressure-piece a necessary clement in
my device, and I do not, therefore, wish to
confine myself to the same.

In operation the hook, which my device is
desired o hold in a flat condition, is opened 75
at the particular place, and my holder pushed
from the top over the same, sothat the down-
wardly-pointing tangs D D are upon the face
of theleaves, and the curved back-piece bear-
ing upon the back of the book, the tendency 8o
of the latter to close being counteracted by
the tension of the curved hack-picce to such
an extent as to cause it to assume a more or
less straight line, as shown in Fig. 3. .This
device, however, does not interfere with the 83
leaves of the book being turned from under-
neath oneof the tangs, as in reading musie
while playing an instrument, because the
carved ends of the tangs do not press upon
the leaves with sufficient foree to hold them go
down very tightly.

For hooks of different thickness within the
limit of the instrument I construct a leaf-
holder in which. the back-piece IF or the mem-
bers C ¢/, or both, are of different length in a g3
manner readily comprehended.

It is perfectly obvious that sheet-music can
be held in an open and flat condition just as
well and as readily as music or other books,
and that the application of my holder to snch 100
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purposes: is but-another of the various legiti-
mate uses to which the same may be applied:
Another use may be the holding open and in
a flat condition written or other documents,
instruments, and deeds, &ec., for the purpose
of copying without change or modification.

In cases where a heavy or thick book is to
be held open I prefer toprovide the bearing-
piece E with a downwardly-projecting lug, e,
as illustrated in Fig. 2, and attach thereto an
elastic ribbon or tape, H, to the lower end of
which I fasten a hook, G, which tape is passed
down the back of -the book, so that. the hook
G may engage the lower edge of thesaid back;
thereby retaing the holder in its proper posi-
tion.: This elastic strap enables the attach-
ment of theholderto books of variousheights;
but other adjustable devices may be substi-
tuted without changing the nature of my in-
vention. ‘

Having thusfully described my invention, T
claim as new and: desire to secure to me by
Letters Patent of the United States—

1. A‘leaf-holder for books, substantially as
described, eonsisting, essentially, of a single

piece of spring-wire having the curved back-
piece F, upwardly-bent members. b b, cross-
pieces CC’;and downwardly-projecting tangs
D D, the latter having the curved ends cc,
as deseribed, for the object stated.

2. As a newand improved article of manu-
facture, a leaf-holder for books, consisting, es-
sentially, of :a holder having a curved back-
piece, F, provided with the bearing-piece E,
upwardly-pointing members b b, cross-pieces
C ¢’ and downwardly-projecting tangs D D,
asand for the purpose stated.

3. In book-holders, the combination, with
the back-piece B, having the bearing-piece E,
provided-with the lug e, 'of  the ‘elastic strap II
and the hook G, as described, for the purpose
set forth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my invention I have hereto set my hand in
the presence of two subscribing witnesses.

JOSEPH HYLAND.

Attest:
MICHAEL J. STARK,
E. P. SULLIVAN.
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