


10 

5 

20 

30 

40 

45 

Patented Oct. 5, 1926. 

UNITED STATES 

|- 1,601,949 

PATENT OFFECE. 
EDMUND CHARLES FEY, OF SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA. 

GAME APPARATUS. 

Application filed January 11, 1926. Serial No. 80,427. 

The present invention relates to a game 
apparatus, and the invention has for its ob 
jects to provide a game wherein the skill of 
the operator or player may be used or em 
ployed in obtaining a high or low score, 
whichever is desirable in winning the game. 
The invention consists primarily in a 

game board for positioning at an incline to 
the horizontal or vertically, if desired, and 
having a playing field over which a play 
ing piece impelled by the operatoi' is calised 
to travel prior to being received or lodged 
within a value denominating space, the play 
ing field having a movable portion also un 
der the control of the operator, the Inove 
ment of said movable portion assisting the 
operator, in accordance with his skill in 
operating the same, to direct the playing 
piece into the desired value denominating 
space. The playing field together with its 
movable portion may, if desired, be pro 
vided with baffle or direction impeding de 
vices or pins, and, if desired, the value de 
nominating spaces may be provided with 
means for retarding the passage of the play 
ing pieces therethrough until the value in 
dicated by the space is recorded, in keeping 
the score of the game. 
With the above mentioned and other i ob 

jects in view, the invention consists in the 
novel construction and combination of parts 
hereinafter described, illustrated in the ac companying drawings and pointed out in 
the claims hereto appended; it being under 
stood that various changes in the form, pro 
portion, size and minor details of construc 
tion within the scope of the claims may be 
resorted to without departing from the 
Spirit or sacrificing any of the advantages of 
the invention. 
To more clearly comprehend the inven 

tion, reference is directed to the accompany. 
ing drawings, wherein :— - 

Figure 1 is a view in elevation of one em 
bodiment of the invention. 

Figure 2 is a vertical sectional view, taken 
on line 2-2 of Fig. 1, viewed in the direc 
tion of the arrows. 
In the drawings-1 indicates a suitable 

cabinet, the front opening 2 of which is 
closed by a transparent member 3, prefer 
ably of glass. In rear of the transparent 
member is provided a playing field 4, hav 
ing a movable center 5, rotatable in an open 

ing 6 in the field 4. The center 5 carries on 
its rear a stub shaft 6 extending through 
Openings in the supporting plates 7, secured 
to the rear of the playing field 4 and dis 
posed transversely in lear of the opening 6. 
The shaft 6' carries between said support 

ing plates 7 a sprocket 8 and a coiled spring 
9, which bears against said sprocket 8 and 
against one face of one of the bracket mem 
bers 7... the spring being coiled around the 
shaft 6, to retard the free rotation of the 
movable field 5. The spirocket 8 is secuted 
by a chain 10 with a second sprocket 11 on a 
shaft 12 rotatable in suitable bearings, the 
forward end of the shaft carrying a hand 
piece 13, preferably within convenient reach 
of the operator, the shaft being illustrated 
as extending through the transparent men 
ber 3. The playing field 4 and the movable 
center 5 are illustrated as carrying outward 
ly projected ba?ile pins 14, arranged indis 
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criminately over their respective surfaces, 
their outer ends terminating preferably in 
contact with the inner face of the transpar 
ent member 3. The playing piece 15, in the 
present instance illustrated in the form of 
a flat disk, which may constitute a coin or 
token, is inserted through an opening 16 into 
a channeled holder 17 communicating with 
the playing field at its upper end through an 
opening in the side Wall of the cabinet 1. 
The outer end of the channeled holder 17 

is provided with an opening 18 to admit of 
the playing piece to project therethrough, 
and a guide finger 19 extends from the hold 
er 17, a slight distance over the playing 
field 4. The playing field 4 terminates preferably 
at the lower end of the opening 2, above the 
bottom wall of the cabinet 1 into a plural. 
ity of receptacles or pockets 20, separated by 
walls 21, the pockets being open at both 
their upper and lower ends and adapted to 
receive through their upper ends the playing 
piece after the same travels over the fields 
4 and 5. Each of the pockets 20 is pref 
erably numbered to indicate a value, as at 
22, and to prevent the passage of the play 
ing piece therethrough before its value can 
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be indicated or recorded, stop pins 23, car 
ried by a bar 24 within the cabinet, project 
into the respective pockets, as indicated in 
the drawings. 
A spring 25 maintains the pins 23 nor 
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mally in their operative position, as in the 
drawing, and an operating rod 26 connected 
with the member 24, through an arm 27, en 
ables the removal of the pins from their l'e- 
spective pockets by a longitudinal nove 
inent of the rod 26, the end of which ex 
tends exteriorly of the cabinet, i. 

in the embodiment, iliustrated, the inven 
tion is shown as employing a disk and the 
playing field is in a 

any configuration inay be employed and the 
field may be disposed in any mannel', at an 
incline to the horizontal, SO long as sufficient 
inclination is given thereto to permit the 
playing piece to travel thereover, and it is 
also to be understood that the baffle pins 
may be eliminated from one or both of the 
playing fields 4 or 5. 

In playing the game, the Operator de 
posits the playing piece in the opening 16 
and strikes the Sarahe through opening 18, 
projecting it onto the upper end of the play 
ing field 4. The direction of travel of the 
piece 15 of the field 4 is controlled by the 
pins thereon and when the playing piece 
encounter's or travels over the field 5, the 
Operator', by Opelating the inheinber 13, inlay 
move or adjust the movable center 5, and 

30 so position the pins thereoin with reference 
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to the movement of the playing piece, as to 
direct the same with reference to the pockets 
20. After the playing piece has been 'e- 
ceived in one of the pockets and its score 
noted, the rod 26 is operated and the play 
ing piece in the present enbodilent is de 
posited within the cabinet to be i'enoved 
therefrom at any desirable time. 

| claiun :— 
1. A game appalatus including a game 

board affording a playing field inclined to 
the horizontal and downwardly ove' which 
from its upper eind a playing piece is 
adapted to pass by gravity, said field being 
provided with a movable portion and a 
stationary polition, said movable polition 
constituting a continuation of the stationary 
portion, and means controllable by the player. 
for moving at will the movable field portion 
While the playing piece is passing thereover. 

2. A game apparatus including a game 
board affording a playing field inclined to 
the horizontal and downwardly over which 
from its upper end a playing piece is adapted 
to pass by gravity, said field being provided 
with a movable portion and a stationary 
portion, said movable portion constituting 
a continuation of the stationary portion, 
one of said portions provided with a plu 
rality of baffle devices extending outwardly 
from its surface, and means controllable by 
the player for moving at will the movable 

. vertical position, bilt it 
is to be understood that a playing piece of 
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field portion while the playing piece is pass 
ing thereover. 

8. A. galme apparatus including a gaine 
board affording a playing field inclined to 
the horizontal and downwardly over which 
from its upper end a playing piece is 
adapted to pass by gravity, said field being 
provided with a novable portion and a sta 
tionary portion, Said movable portion con 
stituting a continuation of the stationary 
portion, means controllable by the player fol' 
inoving at will the innovable field portion 
while the playing piece is passing thereover, 
playing piece i'eceiving means at the lower 
end of the board, and releasable lineans asso 
cited there with for controlling the passage 
of the playing piece therethrough. 

4. A game apparatus including a cabinet 
having a transparent opening and provided 
in rear of said opening with a gaine board 
Riording a playing field inclined to the 
rizontal and downwardly over which 

"oil its upper end a playing piece is 
ad:pted to pass by gravity, said field pro 
vided with movable and stationary portions, 
Said loyable portion constituting a continu 
ation of the stationary portion, one provided 
ith a putrality of bafilie devices extending 

outwardly from its surface, heans exteriorly 
of the cabinet and operatable by the player 
for moving at will the movable field portion, 
playing piece 'eceiving means within the 
cabinet at the iower end of the game board, 
and inneans extending exteriorly of the cabi 
net and associated with the receiving ineans 
for operation to control the passage of the 
playing piece therethrough. 

5. Againe apparatus including a cabinet 
provided with an opening, a transparent 
closure for the opening, a game board in 
real' of the closure and affording a playing 
field inclined to the horizontal and down 
wardly over which from its upper end a 
playing piece is adapted to pass by gravity, 
said cabinet provided with an opening at 
its upper end for the admission of a playing 
piece at the upper end of the game board, 
said playing field provided with a movable 
polition and a stationary portion, said mov 
able portion constituting a continuation of 
the stationary portion, means exteriorly of 
the cabinet and controllable by the operator 
for moving at will the movable field portion, 
playing piece receiving lineans at the lower 
end of the game board, and releasable means 
extending exteriorly of the cabinet and as 
sociated with the receiving means for con 
trolling the passage of the playing piece 
therethrough. 

In testimony whereof I have signed my 
name to this specification. 

EDMUND CHARLES FEY. 
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