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CABINET-JOINING CONSTRUCTION. 
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To all nohom, it may concern. 
Be it known that I, FRED A. SCHMITZ, 

citizen of the United States, residing at 
Youngstown, in the county of Mahoning 
and State of Ohio, have invented a certain 
new and useful Improvement in a Cabinet 
Joining Construction, of which the follow. 
ing is a specification. - - 
This invention relates to an improvement 

in metallic filing cabinets of the type used 
in offices for filing records and correspond 
ence and containing sliding drawers for that 
purpose. 
A primary object of the invention is to 

provide a metallic filing cabinet of maxi 
mum lightness and strength, particularly in 
the side wall sections thereof, and having 
novel features which permit of the cabinets 
being readily attached when positioned side 
by side to add greater rigidity and strength 
to the cabinets assembled in battery forma 
tion. That is to say, it is proposed to pro 
vide novel means for facilitating the 
coupling of one cabinet to another whereby 
the shearing force from one cabinet to the 
other may be better distributed to thus add 
to the stability of the assembled units. 
A further object of the invention is to 

provide novel means for insuring the effi 
ciency of the coupling connection under all 
conditions of use. 
With the above and other objects in view 

which will more readily appear as the nature 
of the invention is better understood, the 
same consists in the novel construction, com 
bination and arrangement of parts herein 
after more fully described, illustrated and 
claimed. 
A preferred and practical embodiment of 

the invention is shown in the accompanying 
drawings, in which: 

Figure 1 is a front elevation of several 
cabinets assembled in accordance with the 
present invention. 

Figure 2 is a side elevation of one of the 
cabinets. 

Figure 3 is a horizontal cross sectional 
view taken on the line 3-3 of Figure 2. 

Figure 4 is an enlarged detail sectional 
view of a pair of connected anchoring ribs. 

Figure 5 is a vertical sectional view taken 
On the line 5-5 of Figure 4. . 

Figure 6 is a side elevation showing a 
modified form of rib construction. 

Similar reference characters designate 
corresponding parts throughout the several 
figures of the drawings. 
The present invention has particularly in 

view a novel means of assembly for two 
or more cabinets, and to that end it is 
proposed to provide a novel side wall 
structure A having one or more anchoring 
ribs 1 formed therein, the said ribs being 
offset and preferably though not necessarily 
vertically disposed and presenting the ex 
terior channels 2 opening at the outer side 
of the cabinet and extending part length or 
whole length of the cabinet. Any desired 
spacing of the ribs may prevail according 
to the depth of the cabinet and each rib may 
be provided, at suitable intervals in the flat 
wall portion 3 thereof, with outwardly offset 
countersunk portions 4 having a fastening 
receiving opening or perforation 5. These 
perforations may be located in the walls of 7 
any of the ribs 1 but are preferably formed 
in the ribs adjacent to the corners of the 
cabinet to enable the fastenings or ties which 
constitute the means for coupling the 
cabinets to be more effectively distributed. 
Any suitable and convenient coupling 

means may be utilized to cooperate with the 
openings 5 in the countersunk portions 4, 
such for example as the bolt and nut mem 
bers 6, the heads of the bolts being of sufi 
ciently large diameter to prevent passage 
through the opening 5. 
Upon reference to Figure 3 it will be ob 

served that when one or more cabinets hav 
ing the offset rib portions 1 are assembled in 
side by side relation, the ribs of adjacent 
cabinets will come together in such a way that 
the exterior channels 2 of the ribs register to 
provide the closed vertical passages B, while 
the outer face portions of the sheets consti 
tute the sides A, contacting throughout as 
at D to provide a broad contacting area 
which prevents a deformation of the side 
sheets and assists in maintaining the joined 
cabinets in stable relation. The said an 
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choring ribs 1 in addition to forming 
stiffening members for reinforcing the 
side sheets also constitute truss portions for 
carrying and distributing the tension of the 
coupling elements. 
When the channels of the ribs register as 

above set forth, the openings 5 of the coun 
tersunk portions in the ribs also register so 
that the bolt and nut coupling devices 6 may 
connect the Walls of the two cabinets by 
turning the nut onto the bolt in the well 
known manner. By reason of the counter 
sunk portions 4 for receiving the fastenings, 
the ends of the same are located below the 
level of the ribs to prevent objectionable 
projections of said fastenings within the 
cabinets, while at the same time by reason 
of the resiliency of the metal in the walls 3 
of the ribs, the fastenings are placed under 
tension which prevents their being readily 
jarred loose, and also by reason of the space 
provided between the countersunk portions, 
the tightening up of the bolts will cause a 
compression between the sides of the assem 
bled cabinets to further assist in holding the 
same together. 

Instead of being continuous, it will be ob 
vious that the rib might be discontinuous or 
interrupted, that is in an alined series of 
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short spaced ribs at as shown in Figure 6. : 
These short ribs may be arranged in adja 
cent rows and in staggered or alternated re 
lation or any equivalent arrangement as de 
sired. 
Without further description it is thought 

that the many features and advantages of 
the present invention will be apparent to 
those skilled in the art, and it will of course 
be understood that changes in the form, pro 
portion and minor details of construction 
may be resorted to without departing from 
the spirit of the invention or scope of the 
appended claim. 

claim : 
A tensioned fastening construction for 

connecting the metallic side walls of filing 
cabinets consisting of the adjacent abutting 
cabinet walls each having pressed-in regis 
tering channels, and a fastening for draw 
ing the bottom. Walls of said channels to 
Ward each other to connect the cabinets in 
tension. 

In testimony whereof I hereunto affix my 
signature in the presence of two witnesses. 

FRED A. SCHMITZ. 
Witnesses: 

W. C. CoNGELL, 
CHAs. W. PopE. 


