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The knife assembly of a web autowinder comprises a 
blade mounted in a blade holder; both of these are pivot 
ally supported on the same axis so that the whole assem 
bly can be withdrawn from the web between cuts. The 
blade is moved by means of a pneumatic cylinder acting 
via a heavy duty spring which moves the blade when the 
web is cut. The blade holder is spring loaded towards the 
web but it is normally held back by the blade. The as 
sembly operates as follows, the admission of low pressure 
air into the cylinder moves the blade towards the web 
and the holder follows under the action of its spring. This 
motion continues until the holder is arrested by a stop 
and the blade by a pawl. The admission of high pressure 
air to the cylinder cocks the heavy duty spring and sub 
sequent release of the pawl allows this spring to impel the 
blade against the web and cut it. Preferably air is blown 
through the blade holder so that it acts as an air bearing. 
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