
May 23, 1950 F. P. KLEKOT 2,508,575 
ASH TRAY 

Filed Aug. 27, 1946 

N 

2. 22222222222 rail K242 

N 

NSS 
---. 2Set 24 KVLS 

I 
a RS N 2z2z23 s222222222222222222s 

rvivonto 
Maaya a A2a acor 

  



Patented May 23, 1950 2,508,575 

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE 
2,508,575 - 

ASE RAY 

Frank P. Klekot, Newark, N. J. 
Application August 27, 1946, Seria. No. 6933 

3 Claims. (Cl 131-236). m 

This invention relates to ash trays, and more 
particularly to an ash tray Which has facilities 
for extinguishing a cigarette with minimum effort 
prior to its being deposited upon the tray, so that 
it is not left to burn and give off objectionable 
Smoke. 

It is an important object of the invention to 
provide a fire-extinguishing device. for ash trays 
in Which the Water used for the extinguishing 
purposes is kept confined within a casing and 
prevented from escaping to the ash tray proper, 
and Wherein the moisture used for extinguishing 
cigarettes is provided from a pad of absorbent 
material. 
For a better understanding of the invention, 

reference may be had to the following detailed 
description taken in connection. With the accorn 
panying dra Wings, in Which: 

Figure 1 is a top plan view of an ash tray em 
bodying the features of the present invention. 

Figure 2 is a side elevational view of the ash 
tray with portions broken away to show the ciga 
rette-extinguishing assembly at the center of 
the tray. 

Figure 3 is an enlarged cross-sectional View 
through the tray and through the Water casing 
of the cigarette extinguishing assembly, taken 
on the line 3-3 of Figure 1, and looking in the 
direction of the arrows thereof. 

Referring now to the figures, 9 represents an 
ash tray having a, bottom f, the tray being pro 
vided with the usual projections 2 for Support 
ing burning cigarettes, and a depressed central 
area 2 defining a circular shoulder or boss ff. 
At the center of the area i2' there is Secured, as 
by Welding or soldering, an internally threaded 
nut 3. The assembly f4 comprises a cylindrical 
casing 6 having an upset Watertight bottom 5 
having an opening adapted to fit over and Sur 
round the nut 3, With the lower end of the casing 
6 seated within the shoulder . Into the nut 
13 there is screwed a guide post on which a 
sleeve 8 is slidably mounted. The post not 
only serves as a guide for the sleeve 8 but serves 
also, in conjunction with the shoulder , to 
secure the assembly 4 against lateral displace 
ment relative to the center of the ash tray O. 
The bottom end of the sleeve 8 carries a plate 
9 arranged to be brought up into alignment 

with the edge 2 of an opening in the top 22 of 
the casing f6. This edge has a vertically extend 
ing fange 23 extending entirely around the open 
ing, whereby to prevent water and ashes from 
either leaving or entering through the opening. 
The sleeve 8 and the plate 9 are normally 
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urged-upWardly against the top 22 by a helical 
Spring 24 circumposed on the post 7 and con 
pressed between the plate 9 and the casing bot 
ton 5, whereby the plate 19, is urged towarden 
gagement with the easing top 22. Adapted to 
be brought up, against the edge: 2, of the opening: 
is a layer or pad, 25 of absorbent, material adapt 
ed to. hang down over the edge. of the plate 9 so. 
that its edges will not interfere With the opera 
tion of the plate 9 and to provide a good Seal 
ing engagement of the absorbent material. With 
the casing top 22. In order to be sure that the 
absorbent pad 25 will overhang the piate 9, the 
edges of the pad 25 are provided with weights 26 
which will hold the edges of the pad downwardly. 

In operation, the casing 6, being filled to a 
Sufficient height with Water, the sleeve 8 is de 
pressed by means of a suitable handle 27 secured 
to the upper end of the sleeve 8 so that the ab 
sorbent pad 25 Will be immersed in the Water in 
the casing 6. It has been found from experi 
ment that the pad 25 when so Wetted will remain 
saturated with Water for hours, so as to instantly 
extinguish dozens of cigarettes as the lighted 
ends thereof are thrust against the pad 25, be 
fore it is necessary to again Wet the pad. The 
water is kept within the casing 6 and prevented 
from slopping through the opening in the casing 
top 22 by the sealing action of the pad 25, the 
spring 24 keeping the pad 25 and plate 9 firmly 
against the top 22 of the casing 6. 

Having now described my invention, I claim: 
1. A cigarette-extinguishing device comprising 

a casing adapted to contain a body of Water, said 
casing having a top opening, a supporting plate 
carried Within the casing for vertical adjustment 
and adapted to register With the casing opening, 
a pad of absorbent material Supported on said 
plate, means urging and retaining said plate and 
its pad in closing registration with the casing 
top opening, a guide member extending upward 
ly from the bottom of the casing, on Which said 
plate is slidable toward and away from Said open 
ing, said means for urging said plate against the 
edges of the casing top opening comprising a 
Spring carried. On said guide member and con 
pressed between the bottom of said casing and 
said plate, and a sleeve carried on said plate and 
arranged in sliding engagement with the guide 
member, said sleeve being closed at its upper end 
and serving as a means by Which said plate and 
said pad can be depressed below said opening to 
Submerge said pad in the body of water within 
the casing. 

2. A cigarette-extinguishing device comprising 
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a casing adapted to contain a body of water, said 
casing having a top opening, a supporting plate 
carried within the casing for vertical adjustment 
and adapted to register with the casing opening, 
a pad of absorbent material supported on said 
plate, and means urging and retaining said plate 
and its pad in closing registration with the cas 
ing top opening, said pad having edges Overhang 
ing and depending from the edges of said sup 
porting plate, and weights carried by said pad 
edges for maintaining the same in their down 
wardly extending position, whereby the pad edges ... 
are positioned for engagement with the edges of 
the Casing top opening. 

3. A cigarette extinguisher comprising a water. 
containing casing having a bottom and an up 
wardly extending annular flange at its upper end 
defining an access opening, vertical guide means 
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rising above the casing bottom and through said 
access opening, support means slidably mounted 
on said guide comprising a plate for registry with 
the bottom of said access opening, a water ab 
Sorbent pad on the upper side of said plate against 
which the burning end of a cigarette can be ex 
tinguished by contact, said pad having edge por 
tions overhanging the edges of said plate whereby 
said overhanging edge portions can form a seal 
between said plate and the edges of said access 

20 

25 

opening when said plate is in its extreme elevated 
position with respect to the underside of said an 
nular flange, and downwardly yieldable spring 
means compressed between said plate and the 
casing bottom and arranged to restore said plate 
and said absorbent pad into sealing relation with 
said access opening whenever said support means 
has been manually depressed against the com 
pression of said spring means to immerse said 
absorbent pad in the water in Said casing and 
is released. 

FRANK P KEKOT. 

REFERENCES CITED 

The following references are of record in the 
file of this patent: 

UNITED STATES PATENTS 
Number Name Date 
D, 116,382 Shott ------------- Aug. 29, 1939 

468,325 Brown -------------- Feb. 9, 1892 
1,464,998 Pratt -------------- Aug. 14, 1923 
1597,374 Giuly --------------- Aug. 24, 1926 
1,830,590 Burton ------------- Nov. 3, 1931 

FOREIGN PATENTS 
Number Country Date 

506,313 Germany ---------- Sept. 2, 1930 
512,386 Germany ---------- Nov. 6, 1930 


