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3 Claims. 

This invention relates to a folding container 
which is more particularly intended for packag 
ing choice merchandise such as flowers, elegant 
articles of dress, jewelry and fancy goods, While 
the same are on display or for sale and also for 
presentation on Special occasions When an ar 
tistic enclosure for the gift or the like is de 
sirable. 

Heretofore. Such articles have usually been 
wrapped in paper or enclosed in boxes of orna 
mental paper which concealed the articles from 
view and protected them against possible soiling 
by handling, and the same were also displayed 
in transparent show cases to protect them from 
dust. 
These means of displaying and packing goods 

of this character are unsatisfactory in that the 
goods usually cannot be displayed to the best 
advantage and they are also liable to suffer when 
rehandled While packaging the same ready for 
presentation or delivery. 

It is the object of this invention to provide a 
foldable container which can be compactly stored 
and Shipped in a knock-down condition and 
readily erected into the form of an enclosure in 
which the respective merchandise may be dis 
played without liability of becoming soiled or 
injured by handling and in which the same can 
be delivered to the recipient without further 
Wrapping, and to provide such containers at com- 3 
paratively low-cost. 

In the accompanying drawings: 
Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a folding box or 

container embodying a satisfactory form of my 
invention, 

Fig. 2 is a vertical longitudinal section of the 
Same in its erected form. 

Fig. 3 is a vertical transverse section of the 
Sale. 

Fig. 4 is a perspective view of body and as 
Sociated parts of the container made in accord 
ance With this invention showing the same spread 
out in flattened condition suitable for compact 
Storage or transportation. - 

Fig. 5 is a similar view of the cover forming 
part of the container. 

Fig. 6 is a Similar view, on a reduced Scale, of 
the cover showing the same bent into U-shape 
or bow form, preparatory to being assembled 
with the body of the container. 

FigS. 7, 8 and 9 are fragmentary sectional views 
On an enlarged scale of the joints, respectively, 
between the transverse edges of the bottom and 
the end walls, the longitudinal edges of the bot 
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tom and the cover and the ends of the cover with 
the end Walls. 

In the following description like reference 
characters indicate corresponding parts in the 
Several igures of the drawings: 

In its general construction this foldable con 
tainer or folding box comprises a body, a cover, 
and tying means for holding the body and cover 
in an asseinbled position relative to each. Other. 
Although the body may be constructed of any 

Suitable material it is preferable to use for this 
purpose cardboard or like sheet material which 
is cut so as to form a rectangular bottom. O 
which is arranged horizontally when in use and 
two vertical Walls which are arranged trans 
versely at opposite transverse end edges of the 
bottom. These end walls are preferably made 
integrally with the bottom from a single. blank 
of sheet material and the same are bent or turned 
upWardly from a position in which they are co 
planar with the bottom into a position in which 
they project upwardly from the bottom and at 
right angles thereto. To facilitate such bending 
or turning of the end walls relative to the bottom 
the blank of sheet material of which the same 
are constructed is provided on its outer side with 
transverse scores, partial or cuts 2, as shown in 
Figs. 2 and 4. 
Each of the end, Walls has a horizontal lower 

edge 3, two vertical side edges 4 extending up 
Wardly from the opposite ends of the lower edge, 
and an upwardly curved or rounded upper edge 5 
which connects the upper ends of said vertical 
edges, as shown in Figs. 1, 3 and 4. 
At its opposite longitudinal edges the bottom 

is provided with two inwardly opening longi 
tudinal grooves 9 which form part of the fasten 
ing Ineans for detachably connecting the cover 
to the body. Each of these grooves includes an 
upper retaining strip. 6 arranged lengthwise over 
One of the longitudinal side edge portions of the 
bottom and is preferably formed integrally, with 
the bottom. and bent or turned upwardly from 
the bottom and inwardly over the upper side of 

45 the latter, this bending being facilitated by pro 
viding the blank sheet material from which the 
botton and groove strips are formed with longi 
tUdinal Scoring on the outer side of the corner 
between the bottom and these strips, as shown at 
17 in FigS. 1, 3 and 4. 
Each of the retaining strips is held in its folded 

position relative to the body by fastening means 
consisting preferably of wire staples 8 or stitch 
ing coninecting the outer part of the respective 
retaining strip with the corresponding outer part 
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of the longitudinal edge portion of the body. 
The inner part of each retaining strip is not con 
nected with the body and is spaced therefron 
so as to form an inwardly opening groove be 
tween the underside of the inner part of the re 
taining strip and the upper side of the adjacent 
or corresponding opposing part of the bottom, as 
shown in Figs. 1, 3, 4 and 8. 
The cover of the container is preferably con 

structed from a single sheet of flexible transparent 
material, such as cellulose acetate or other plas 
tic, which is bent into bow form to provide two 
upright longitudinal side walls 9 and a trans 
versely curved or rounded top 20 which connects 
the upper edges of said side walls, as shown in 
FigS. 1, 3 and 6. 
Each of the side walls is provided at its lower 

edge with a horizontal longitudinal coupling 
flange 22 which in the erected position of the parts 
of the container, projects outwardly into engage 
ment with one of the longitudinal grooves 9 at 
the corresponding longitudinal edge of the bottom 
and forms a detachable connection thereWith. 

In its bent form the transverse shape or form 
of the cover corresponds at its opposite ends to 
the shapes of the top and side edges of the end 
walls of the body and in the erected position of 
these members these end walls fit into the oppo 
site ends of the bow shaped cover and form the 
respective closure parts of the container. 
Means are provided whereby the end walls of 

the body are retained in an upright position with 
in the cover after these parts have been erected 
which means preferably consist of locking beads 
or rims 2 which are arranged on the inner side : 
of the cover along the vertical side and curved top 
parts thereof at opposite ends of the cover. These 
ribs are of such thickness and arrangement that 
when the end walls of the body are pressed into 
the opposite end parts of the cover, the side and 
top edge parts of the body end walls will be sprung 
past these ribs from the outer to the inner sides 
of the Same so that when these end walls reach 
their upright position the resilience of these end 
walls and that of the cover will retain the vertical 
and top edges of these end walls in engagement 
with the inner side of these ribs and thus main 
tain this part in an erected position. 

In addition to the locking ribs the end walls 
of the body are further retained in their closed 
position by tying means which also serve as an 
ornament of the container, which tying means 
preferably consist of two ribbons 23 normally ar 
ranged lengthwise over the top of the cover and 
having their outer ends connected by stitches 24 : 
or otherwise to the outer side of the upper parts 
of the body end walls while the opposing inner 
ends of these ribbons are tied together in the form 
of a knot or bow 25, as best shown in Figs. 1 and 2. 
While the bodies and covers of the containers or 

boxes are in a spread out or flattened condition, 
as shown in Figs. 4 and 5, they may be stacked 
compactly in piles and thus there is a consider 
able economy in Storing and shipping the same. 

In the operation of erecting the container the 
cover is first bent from the flat form shown in 
Fig. 5 into the inverted U-form, indicated in Fig. 
6. The cover is placed over the bottom of the 
body Section and the retaining flanges 22 are en 
gaged with the grooves 9 between the retaining 
Strips and the longitudinal edge portions of the 
body, in which position the parts are maintained 
by the resilience of the cover. Thereafter the ar 
ticles to be packaged are introduced into the space 
between the bottom and the cover through the 
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4. 
opening at either end of the latter and then the 
end walls are turned upwardly into a position in 
which the same close the opposite ends of the 
openings between the bottom and the cover. The 
packaging operation is completed by tying togeth 
er the ribbons above the cover. 
The procedure of enclosing an article within 

this container may be effected expeditiously and 
economically and without involving undue cost. 
Moreover the article when thus enclosed may 

be freely inspected when on display without liabil 
ity of the article being Soiled or disarranged. 

In addition to protecting the article which has 
been packaged by means of this container, the 
assemblage as a whole presents a very neat and 
attractive appearance and tends to promote Sales 
of goods. 

I claim as my invention: 
1. A folding container comprising a body and 

a cover, said body including a horizontal bottom 
which is provided on its opposite longitudinal 
edges with inwardly opening grooves and upright 
end walls projecting upwardly from the opposite 
transverse edges of the bottom and formed in 
tegrally therewith and adapted to turn vertically 
relative thereto into and out of a closed position, 
and said cover being of transversely bowed form 
and having its longitudinal edges provided, re 
spectively, with outwardly projecting flanges 
which engage with said grooves of the bottom 
and said cover being also provided at the top and 
sides of its opposite transverse edges with in 
tegral ribs which interlock with the top and sides 
of the transverse edges of Said end walls. 

2. A folding container comprising a body and a 
cover, said body including a horizontal lectangul 
lar bottom provided at its opposite end edges. With 
upwardly extending transverse walls and inward 
ly opening grooves at its opposite longitudinal side 
edges, each of Said end walls being formed in 
tegrally with said bottom and adapted to turn 
at its lower end relative thereto into and Out of 
a closed position, each of Said grooves being 
formed between the respective side edge portion 
of the bottom and a strip formed integrally with 
the bottom and bent upwardly and inwardly from 
this side portion and said bottom side edge por 
tion along a scoring between said strip and bot 
tom and said strip being held in spaced relation 
with said bottom by fastenings connecting the 
outer parts of said strip and Said bottom Side 
edge portion and the inner part of Said strip being 
disconnected from said bottom side edge portion 
and thereby form one of Said grooves, and Said 
cover being of transversely bowed form and pro 
viding a curved top, vertical sides and laterally 
projecting flanges which project, respectively, in 
to said grooves on the longitudinal edges of the 
bottom. 

3. A folding container comprising a body and 
a cover, said body including a horizontal rec 
tangular bottom provided at its opposite end 
edges with upwardly extending transverse walls 
and inwardly opening grooves at its opposite ion 
gitudinal side edges, each of said end walls being 
formed integrally with said bottom and adapted 
to turn at its lower end relative thereto into and 
out of a closed position, each of Said grooves being 
formed between the upper side of the respective 
longitudinal edge portion of the bottom and the 
underside of a strip spaced from the upper side of 
Said bottom edge portion and having its outer 
part Stitched thereto but its inner part discon 
nected therefrom and thereby form the respective 
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groove, and said cover having a top, side walls and 
flanges projecting laterally from the lower edges 
of said side walls into said grooves. 
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