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heads 21 22, as shown more particularly in 
Be it known that I, LOUIS STEINBERGER, a Fig. 3. The screws 1920 pass into plates 23 

citizen of the United States, and a resident 24, each provided with a cylindrical portion 
of the city of New York, borough of Brook- 25 and with an enlarged head 26, this head 

5 lyn, in the county of Kings and State of New being connected with the cylindrical portion 55 
York, have invented a new and Improved 25 by means of a neck 27, which neck has the 
Base for Electrical Fixtures, of which the fol- form of an annular groove, as indicated in 
lowing is a full, clear, and exact description. Fig. 3. The switch-levers are each free to 
My invention relates to bases for electrical engage a neutral contact-button 31 or to en 

IO fixtures, and more particularly to an insulat- gage active contact members 32 33 or 34 35. 6o 
ing-base used for switchboards and other com- The neutral contact-button has a cylindrical 
paratively small instruments employed in of- portion 28, a transverse slot 29, and a groove 
fice-work. 30, as shown in Fig. 3. Each of the active 
Reference is to be had to the accompanying contact members 32 to 35 is provided with a 

I5 drawings, forming a part of this specification, button portion 36 and also with a cylindrical 65 
in which similar characters of reference indi- portion 35, having a head 37 and an annular 
cate corresponding parts in all the figures. groove 38, the head 37 and the portion 35 be 

Figure 1 is a plan view of a base used for ling preferably of the same diameter. Each 
mounting the members of a switchboard. Fig. active contact member is connected with a 

2O 2 is a longitudinal section through the same binding-post by means of a wire 39 or through 7o 
upon the line 22 of Fig. 1 looking in the di- a metallic conductor. Somewhat similarly a 
rection of the arrow. Fig. 3 is a cross-section wire 40 or equivalent metallic member con 
upon the line 33 of Fig. 1 looking in the di- nects each cylindrical portion 25 of the screws 
rection of the arrow, and Fig. 4 is a cross- 19 and 20 with another binding-post, so as to 

25 section upon the line 4 4 of Fig. 1 looking in establish an electrical communication between 75 
the direction of the arrow. the same. The stop-pins 41 are of the usual 
The base 1 is of insulating material and is construction and are employed to limit the 

preferably made by molding, the material play of the Switch-levers 15 and 16. 
used for the purpose being either in plastic, The construction of the improvement is 

3O liquid, or powder form or otherwise adapted such that the several binding-posts and other 8o 
to be forced into a die or mold. Binding- metallic members which are to be mounted 
posts are shown at 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, and 7. Each rigidly upon the base are connected insep 
binding-post is provided with a diametrical arably with the base and cannot be tampered 
slot 8, with an annular groove 9 and with a with or caused to release the wire within the 

35 central aperture 10, as shown more particu- base. (See Figs. 3 and 4.) The slot 8 en- 85 
larly in Fig. 2. Upon each binding-post is a gages the material of the base, as indicated 
revoluble threaded cap 11, which is adapted in Fig. 2, thereby preventing the metallic 
to move downward, so as to clamp wires 12 members from turning relatively to the in 
13 within slots 14" in the binding-posts. By sulation. The wires being once in position 

4o this arrangement the same cap 11 may bind a and the insulating material being molded 9o 
plurality of wires. As this feature will be around them, as indicated in Figs. 2, 3, and 
described more particularly in a separate ap- 4, the several parts are rendered practically 
plication, I do not deem it necessary to make integral and all defectiveness of contact with 
a more detailed description of it at this time. in the base is avoided. The wire is prefer 

45 Switch-levers 1516 are provided with han- ably wrapped around the metallic members, 95 
dles 17 18 of insulating material, preferably following the contour of the grooves 9, and 
'electrose.” These handles are cast solidly bent downward into the slot 8, the slot being 
upon the ends of the levers and are rigid rela- sufficiently deep to enable it to engage a por 
tively thereto. The levers 1516 are pivotally tion of the insulation notwithstanding the 

So mounted upon screws 19 20, provided with presence of the wire in the slot. I do not, Ioo   



O 

25 

35 

g 

however, limit myself to the particular man 
ner herein shown of fastening the wires to 
either the binding-posts or to the contact 
posts, as other means will readily occur to 
those skilled in the art without departing from 
the scope or Spirit of my invention. 
Having thus described my invention, I claim 

as new and desire to secure by Letters Patent 
1. A base for electrical fixtures, comprising 

a base portion provided with a number of me 
tallic members each partially embedded there 
in, said metallic members each being provided 
with a slot for engaging the substance of said 
base portion, thereby preventing rotation of 
said metallic members, and each metallic mem 
ber being further provided with a channel for 
engaging a wire, said channel being com 
pletely inclosed by the substance of said base. 

2. Abase for electrical fixtures, comprising 
a base portion provided with a number of me 
tallic members, each having an enlarged end 
provided with a slot, said end being embedded 
within said base portion and provided with a 
portion extending above said base portion for 
engaging electrical conductors. 

3. A base for electrical fixtures, comprising 
a base portion provided with a number of me 
tallic members, each having an enlarged end 
provided with a slot for engaging the sub 
stance of said base portion, thereby prevent 
ing movements of said metallic members, 
each of said metallic members being further 
provided with a channel disposed within the 
substance of said base portion, and wires en 
gaging said channels of different metallic 
members for the purpose of connecting the 
same together. 

767,846 

4. A base for electrical fixtures, comprising 
a base portion provided with a number of me 
tallic members each partially embedded there 
in, divers of said metallic members each be 
ing provided with a slot and also with an an 
nular groove, said slot and said groove being 
for the joint purpose of engaging a conduct 
ing member embedded within said base por 
tion and also for engaging the substance of 
said base. 

5. A base for electrical fixtures, comprising 
a base portion provided with a number of me 
tallic members each having an enlarged end 
provided with mutilations, said mutilations 
having the double purpose of preventing 
movements of said metallic members and of 
engaging conductors, and a longitudinal con 
ductor fixedly connected with divers of said 
metallic members, said longitudinal conduc 
tor being completely embedded within the 
substance of said base portion. 

6. In a base for electrical fixtures, the com 
bination of a base portion of insulating mate 
rial provided with a plurality of metallic con 
ductors each partially embedded therein and 
having mutilations, and a wire engaging said 
mutilations and being rigidly embedded with 
in said insulating material and immovable 
relatively to said metallic conductors. 

In testimony whereof Ihave signed my name 
to this specification in the presence of two sub 
scribing witnesses. 

LOUIS STEINBERGER. 
Witnesses: 

F. W. HANAFORD, 
EvERARD BOLTON MARSHALL. 
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