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(57) ABSTRACT 

Apparatus is provided for use with a native valve of a heart of 
a Subject, the apparatus including (1) an annular upstream 
Support portion, configured to be transluminally placed 
against an atrial Surface of the native valve; (2) a tissue 
engaging element that includes a coupling portion configured 
to be transluminally coupled to tissue in a ventricle of the 
heart; (3) an elastically-stretchable holding element, config 
ured to secure the upstream Support portion against the atrial 
Surface by elastically coupling the coupling portion to the 
upstream Support portion; and (4) a prosthetic valve, config 
ured to be transluminally delivered to the native valve and 
intracorporeally coupled to the upstream Support portion Sub 
sequently to the securing of the upstream Support portion 
against the atrial Surface. Other embodiments are also 
described. 
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