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This invention relates to manking appal 
ratus for fabric articlesto be treated and 
particulary to that type of sulch appratus 
wherein mon-corrosivemarkersaure applied to 
the several atticles vith stitable identifica 
tion meansfor properly Classifyingsuch arti 
cles, as for example, the identification of the 
vash of anindwidual wherebyitmaybe sea 
rated or sorted from a larger inass of articles 
belonging to others after a laundering proc 
eSS. - - : , 

The present invention ains to overc0me 
some ofthe dificultiesencountered heretofole 
in stich identifying and sorting appairatus 
and markers by prowiding a.mornally open 
clamping malker having Clamping IParts, 
adapied to be secured to the article by an ad 
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justable holding devige in the form of a sta ple embracing the clamping parts beyond, 
fhe edge of the fabric litigle, and thereby 
holding the clamp in closed position Don 
the article and at the same timebeing adjust 
able for various thicknesses of material. 
These markers, in some instances, Will be 
identified in lots or groups or, in fact, in any 
desired arrangement, one Suitable arrange 
iment being Where each Imarker is prowided 
with am identification Inumber and With a 
physical configuration identifying it With a suitablyidentifiedrackpreferablyintheform 
of a holow rail with a slot at thebottompro 
viding lips or flanges for supporting the 
Imarkels and with an entrance Orgateat the 
front and bottom adapted to permit the in 
sertion of the marker lipwardlyinto the Irack. 
IFor the pirpose of catising each Irack to Ire 
ceive its own particular articles as distinct 
from others, itis provided within and atits 
topwith a suitableformed bar adapted byits 
cross sectional configuration, to correspond 
with the motched recesses at the end ofits own 
Imarker theteby identifying and assorting the 
aliticles belonging to that Iparticular Irack. 
Important phases of the invention ale the 

folowing, to wit, the nornal spring opening 
of the clamping parts of the inarker to fa 
cilitate telease and application to the fabric 
article: the holding of these clamping parts 
in place by Inneans beyond the edge of the . 
marker and of a type tobeinherentiyadjust 
able to the I00Sition of thetwo clampingimerm 
bers When engaging articles of various thick 

messes; the provision of means forincreasing 
the life of the Spring Imarker when made of a 
single strip of metal by providing near the 
bend a transverse bead engaging the other 
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side of the marker: the particular configura 
tion of the rack with its entrancegate and. 
mens focentering the marker into thegate. 

Otherfeatures and phases of theinvention 
yill bg brought out in connection with the folowing description dravings and claims. 
In the draWings, Fig. 1 is a side view 

IPartilyin sectionshowingthe apparatus:IFig. 
2 is a Vertical Section just ahead of one of 

tion; Iig. 4 is a view of the staple: Fig. 5 
shows an assembled marker clamped torthe 
?rticle; Fig. 6is a longitudinal section; IFig. 

- -- , (35 

the mkers asitis located in the entrance gate; g. 3 shows the marker in open posi 

70 
7is a section through thewaists of the clamp 
ing menbers; and Fig. 8is a modified forim 
of Imarler made up of twoseparatepieces as 
opposed to the one 
the other figures.... 

Diede Imarker asshown in 
. - -- · , ' 75 

In the embodiment set forth in the draw 
ings, the appalatus comprises a suitable sup- - 
p0t 1 adapted to be applied or secured toa, 
Willorothermain support. Projecting from 
tis support 1 is a tubular rack of smbstan 
tially Irectangular formin Cross section com 
prising a top Wal 2, side wals 3 and 4, in 
Wardly projecting side fianges 5 forming a 
Slot along the underside of the rack. The 
front of the marker may be closed by an end 
Wal 6?which may have a suitable indication 
to designate the particularrack. To the rear 
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of theend wal6 and motched out of the 
fianges is a suitable entrance opening or 
gate 7 of suitable size and configiration to 
1eadily receive the markers vertically, as will 
appear. Secured to the side walls3 and4 and 
extendingdown beyond the ends of the open 
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ingorgaie 7arestitableguiding clips 8hav 
ing outwardly bent springends 9to facilitate 
the entrance of the marker into the opening 
or gate. · : : , --- · , ? 

Any length, size or arrangement of racks 
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Imaybe employed tocarryoutany desiredre 
Guirements for the system to beemployed. 
"Ilheracksalready describedareusedin con 

junction with markers pplied to the fabric 
100 

articles and these markers, as shown, are formed, in onearrangement, of a singlestrip 



a 
of non-corrosive spring metal. In the Ipar 
ticulair arrangement shown all of these malk 
ers include a main body portion 10 bent over 
and provided inits end with a suitable itreg 
ularrecess11 to Cooperate with anidentifying 
bat 12 of the proper shape Secured within to 
the upper vall 2 of the rack. Oneside 13 of 
each matiker, the lower as shown in IRig. 5, is 
fiat and is notched at 14 to form & Waist. Ilhe 
outer end of this inelmber is the Clamping 
portion or jaw and is here designated by the 
reference Character 15 and its inner surface 
is prowided with Projections 16 for a purpose 
tobe desClibed. 'Ille other inarkermembet 17 

5 is prowided with a transwerse inwardly pro 
jecting bead 18 engaging the inner surface 
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of the lower menber 13to relieve the bent 
end I001tion of sone of the strain and to fn? 
Crease the spring opening efect of the mark 
er. This member 17is notched at 19 to form 
a marrow Waist Corresponding in al respects 
to the sinitrarangement of the lower men 
ber. Ilhe clampingjaw 20 of this imenber 17 
is provided with openings 21 registering with 
the projections 16 to produce projections in 
the fabric and assist in holding the malker 
upon the article. The outer upper face of the 
embe 17 at the waist is provided with a depression 22 at the center for a purpose to 

be desclibed. - " . ‘. ' - 

"Ilhese Imarkers have a mormaltendency to 
spring Open as shown in IFig. 3 and are held 
Climped upon the article by a staple 23 ap 
plied in any suitable manner at the waists of 
the Womembers 13 and 17. IByusing a staple 
0fthiskind the clampingjaws 15 and 20 may bg applied to the afialind thestiple - 
Pllied toold the clamping members together 
eyod the edge of the fabic so that moper 

foration of the fabric for the staple is ineces 
sary In Sing a staple to hold the clamping 
ineans becomes at once adjustable since the 
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menbes Closed upon the article such holding 
Campingjaws Wilbebroughttightly against 
thearticlebythe confiningaction of thestaple 
and attle sametime the staple, whencrimped 
oyer Wilmot createsuch antundue holdingac 
tion upon the Clampingmembers that theout 
e ends of the jaws areseparated as would be 
the Case wherea slidable band or the lilke was 
OVed up along the clamping members and 

Cid nothave a variableholdingcharacteristic 
Imothe Word.when themarkeris applied to a relatively thin fabric the staplevill be 
Criniped up tighter. When applied to a thick 
article itivill be extended somewhat. It is in 
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ts sese that the staple becomes an adjust 
aleholding device forthe clamping members 
0f the marker. When the markeris applied the finsy yielding fabric folows theipper 
Contour of the lower clamping jaw 15 and 
portions of the fabric are forcedupinto the 
openings 21 of the upperclampingjawsothat 
a strong hold of the marker upon the fabric 
1esults. - · · : 

one as shown, is a single flat 

1,687,361 
- Whenthearticle hasproceededthroughthe 
various steps of the laundering or other treat 
ing process andthe markeristo be emoved, thismaybe accomplished very readily by in 
sertingatool under the staple at the recess 22. 70 
In ISeas applied to laundry work, for eX 

ample, the vitious laundry articles of a cus 
tomer are Conveyed to the matiking Tool or 
anyother stitable point. Here the custoner 
is delegatedacertain number or other similat 75 
indication. The markers corresponding to 
thismark or indication are applied to the 
various laundry articles belonging to that 
customer. After being stitably inarked the 
several articlespass through the vatiouslaulin 
deringsteps, the markersbeing made of suit 
able material so as not to beafected by th 
various materials in the laundry process and 
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be of such size and shape that they pass 
through the various machines enployed in 
cluding the fat work ironer. When the arti 
cles have been laundered they are sorted and 
by a suitable designation upon each marker 
they are carried to the corresponding rack. 
Tocheck the mental assortiment Imade bythe 
employee the motches 11 and the tail 12 are 
provided in connection with the markerid 
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rack so that when the marker is inserted in 
the Irack by the employee, if the proper men 
tal and physical assortiment has been Imade 
by the employee, then the rack will receive 
the marker and allothersofitskind whereby 
the customer's articles when properly Imarked 
arealready assembled and maybehandled as 
a gTOUI). 
In the modification shown in IFig. 8, the 

inarketrisspecifically of alittle diferentform.. 
In this arrangement one menber, the lower 

- piece of metal and comprises the end portion 25 prowided 
with the inotches 26 for cooperation with the 
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sorting apparatus and the Glamping portion 
27 separated from the end portion by the 
waist indicated at 28. Secured to the end 
portion 25 is an upper clamping end portion 
29 bent up slightly at 30 and then sprung 
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away from the lover member to prowide an 
upper clamping member 31. This member 
is likewise provided with a vaistat 32. The 
twormembers aresectured togetherby suitable 
rivets 33. This marker is substantially of 
the saine thickness as the othet Imarker and 

115 

Imay possess some advantageous featutes to 
recominend 
Imarker. 
What we claim is: - - 
. A laundry malke compising a reuse 

its use over the single piece 

able main portion having self-opening jaws, 
a destructible and removable clamping Ineans 
embracing said jaws, and means for prevent) · 
ingjaw ireleasing movement of said Clamping 
Tfle IlS. - 

2. In a device oftheclass describedin claim 
I whetein the Clamping Ineans is a inetalic 
device crimped ovet opposite sides of the 
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Clamping jaws to hold them in engagement 
with the Work. - 

3. In a device ofthe class describedinclaim 
1 Wherein the Claimping means is a metallic 
Wire-like device crimped about the jaws and 
Open at One Doint to facilitate Iremoval. 

4. In a device ofthe class describedinclaim 
1 Whelein the Clamping jaws are recessed at 
theiredges forreceiving the clampingmeans. 

5. In a device of the class described inclaim 
1 wherein the clamping jaws are provided 

with waist-like recesses to receive the clamp 
ing Ineans. - - - - 

6. Ima device ofthe class describedin Claim 
1 Wherein one of the clamping meansis pro 
vided with a recessin the region ofthe clamp? 
ing ineans for facilitating the insertion of a 
removing tool under the clamping means. 
Intestimony whereof We hereby afix our 

Signatures. . . -- 
- . IEMIII?.J. CARIROLI?. 

GEORGE W. JOHNsoN 
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