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To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, HENRY V. RAU, a cit 

izen of the United States, residing at Brook 
lyn, in the county of Kings and State of 
New York, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Marking Buttons, 
of which the following is a specification. 
My invention relates generally to buttons 

and particularly to buttons of a type that is 
intended to bear indicating characters to be 
used in marking various materials. 

Devices of this general nature are well 
known in the art and they have usually 
consisted of a tubular rivet formation, the 
stem of which was adapted to be fastened in 
the material to be marked and the flattened 
head of which had a sheet metal disc bearing 
the marking indicia applied thereto with 
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the edge of the disc clinched over the edge 
of the flattened rivet head. This construc 
tion presented a number of serious disad 
vantages. One of these disadvantages con 
sisted in the necessary use of metal for the 
face member bearing the indicating chair 
acter in order to provide a sufficiently sub 
stantial construction to withstand the clinch 
ing operation by which the face member was 
attached to the flattened rivet head. This 
added greatly to the cost of the buttons, par 

30 ticularly when, as was usually the case, it 
was necessary to make use of the buttons y 
on a very extensive scale. Another disad 
vantage of the construction described resided 
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in the tendency which the unsupported cen 
tral portion of the face member had to col 
lapse into the underlying open end of the 

in section a view of a preferred form of the tubular stem to such an extent as to affect 
the legibility of the indicating character and 
render it difficult to read. On the other 
hand, when the face member has retained its 
position and has not been bent into the under 
lying opening, the exposed position of the 
face member has rendered the indicial car 
ried by it peculiarly susceptible to damage 
y abrasion or other injury occasioned by 

mechanical contact with surrounding objects. 
The principal object of the present inven 

tion is to provide a marking button of the 
general type indicated in which the disad 
vantages referred to as existing in prior 
devices are overcome. . . 
With this and other objects in view, one 

feature of the invention consists in the pro 
vision of a button in which the upstanding 
flange of the cup-shaped body member is 
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clinched over the edge of the face member, 
thereby providing for the use of compar. 
at:yely cheap material such as paper or 
celluloid for the face member. . . . . . . . 
Another feature of the invention consists 60 

in upsetting the flange of the body member 
over the edge of the face member in such a 
Way that a raised formation is presented 
around the edge of the face member, whereby 
the Surface of the face member is afforded 
protection against injury. . . . 

Still another feature of the invention re 
sides in the interposing of a rigid support 
ing member between the indicia carrying: 
face member and the end of the tubular stem 
to prevent the collapse of the face member 

stem. 
Other features of the invention will be 

hereinafter described. - 
In the drawings, . . . 
Figure 1 is a plan view of a button em 

bodying a preferred form of the invention. 

into the adjacent underlying core of the 

Figure 2 is a sectional view of the button 
shown in Figure 1. . . . . . 

Figure. 3 is a plan view of a character 
bearing member forming part of the device. 
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Figure 4 is a plan view of a bridging or 
Supporting member forming part of the de 
WCe. . . " . . . 

Figure 5 is a plan view of the main body 
portion of the button before the different 
parts are assembled. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

- Figure 6 is a sectional view of a modified 
form of button. ...: In Figure 2 of the drawing there is shown 
invention in which a main body member is 
indicated at 1 with the upper part of the 
rim of its cup-shaped top upset onto the 
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edge of the face member 2 bearing the char 
acter 3. The body member 1 is preferably 
formed of sheet metal and has for a stem a 
tubular rivet formation as indicated at 5, 
the tubular stem 5 being adapted to be 
6 to which it is desired to apply the mark 
ing button and to have its end clinched or 
upset to hold the stem and the button in 
place, in an obvious manner. 

It is the practise to make marking but 
tons of this general nature in comparatively 

100 
passed through any desired sheet material 
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Small sizes so that the area of the central 
portion of the face member overlying the 
adjacent open end of the tubular stem may 10 
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2 
comprise a relatively large proportion of the 
total area of the face member and for that 
reason renders the indicating character on 
the face member very difficult to read when, 
for any reason, the central portion of the 
face member has collapsed into the under 
lying open end of the tubular stem. With 
a view to correcting this defect, I have 
adopted the expedient of interposing the 
bridging member shown in plan view in 
Figure 4 of the drawing between the face 
member 2 and the bottom of the cup-shaped 
head of the body member 1 and have thus effectually prevented any possibility of a 
collapse of the face member into the core 
in the stem. The core bridging member 4 
may be made of any suitable sheet mate 
rial having a sufficient degree of thinness 
with the necessary rigidity to reinforce the 
face member and prevent its collapse into 
the hollow stem. 

It will be seen that the raised portion of 
the flange 8 which is formed not only obvi 
ates the necessity of using a metallic mate 
rial for the face member 2 and thus pro 
vides for the use of inexpensive material 
such as paper, but that the raised formation 
presented by the flange serves to protect the 
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surface of the face member 2 and the char 
acter 3 inscribed thereon from defacement 
of any sort. The effectiveness of this pro 
tection is enhanced by the relatively small 
diameter of the buttons as they are used in 
actual practise. - 
As a further means of protection against 

injury of the face member 4, a special cover 
member 7 made of thin and transparent ma 
terial such as sheet celluloid, may be added. 
as in Figure 6 where conditions so warrant. 

40 it will be evident from the construction 
described that a marking button has been 
produced that is free from the defects pres 
ent in prior devices, and that is inexpensive 
to manufacture and substantial and durable 
in character. The button as thus produced 
is easily attached to the desired material by 
simply pressing the tubular rivet forming 
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the stem 5 through the material, or through 
a hole previously formed therein, and 
clinching the end of the stem on the under 
side of the material. . . . 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim and desire to secure by Letters Pat 
ent of the United States is: 

1. A button comprising: a disc-shaped 
face member, a body member having an edge 
thereof upset over the edge of said face 
member to form a raised flange around said 
edge, a tubular stem on said body member 
having an open end of the core therein in 
contiguous relation to the underside of the 
central portion of the face member, and a 
bridging member formed of sheet material 
interposed between said face member and 
the core in said tubular stem. 

2. A marking button comprising: an in 
dicia bearing face member, a cup-shaped 
body member serving as a seat for said face 
member and having the rim thereof clinched 
over the edge of said face member to form a 
raised protecting flange thereon, a tubular 
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stem on said body member, and a sheet metal bridging member for preventing the col 
lapse of said face member into the core of 
Said stem, said bridging member having 
supporting engagement with said face mem 
ber along two diameters of said face mem 
ber Substantially at right angles to each 
other. 

3. A marking button comprising: an in 
dicia bearing face member, a cup-shaped 
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body member serving as a seat for said face . 
member and having the rim thereof clinched 
over the edge of said face member, a tubu 
lar stem on said body member, and a bridg 
ing member formed of rigid sheet material 
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interposed between said face member and 
the core of Said tubular stem and extending 
across the seat formed by said cup-shaped 
member. . 
Signed at Brooklyn, in the county of 

Kings, and State of New York, this 20th 
day of April, 1918. 

HENRY V. RAU, 
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