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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, Michi AEL ABARNo, a 

citizen of the Inited States, and a resident 
of the city of New York, borough of Man 

5 hattan, in the county and State of New 
York, have invented a new and improved 
Brick-Holdfast, of which the following is a 
ful, clear, and exact description. 
This invention relates to a new and im 

10 proved device for holding the brick securely 
in alinement and permitting grounds or 
planking to be secured to the walls. 

it has been found in practice quite diffi 
cult to secure grounds for the mold boards, 

5 or planking of any kind, to a brick, block, 
tile or other wall, such as that composed of 
hollow fire-proof bricks, blocks, tiles, con 
crete or other building elements, it has also 
been tourid difficuit to hold furring of any 

20 suitable height, to brick, block, tile, concrete, 
or other impenetrable walls. 
An object, therefore, of this invention is 

to provide a holdfast of a simple and in 
expensive structure, which can readily be in 

ls between juxta 
posed building elements and form a means 
for securing the bricks or other building 
members in a linement, and also a soft folln 
dation, into which nails or other fastening 

30 devices may be driven, to support grounds, 
planking, or furring, in position on the 
walls. 
A further object of this invention is to 

in rovides a holdfast or claimp, which can be 
35 adjusted io various sizes of bricks, in a sity)- 

pie and quick in anner, and which will have 
a sufficiently roughened exterior to permit 
the adiesion of plaster thereto, and the 
roughening being of such a form that it will 

46 not interrupt the passage of nails into the 
body of the holdfast, which is preferably 
formed of some soft material, such as wood. 
These and further cijects, together with 

the construction and coibination of parts, 
hereinafter and 

particularly set forth in the claims. 
Reference is to be had to the accompany 

ing drawings oriting a part o iii. 

views, and in which 
Figure 1 is a view in elevation, showing 

the improveri device used at Suitable spaced 
intervals in a wall constructed of fireproof 

suitalie 
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Zontal section on theiae 2-2 of Fig. 1: Fig. 
3 is a perspective view of one of the hold 

building blocks; Fig. 2 is an enlarged hori f 5. 

fasts or clamps; Fig. 4 is a vertical section 
showing another use to which the invention 
Inay be applied: Fig. 5 is a horizontai sec 
tion on the line 5-5 of Fig. 
shows the invention as applied to a concrete 
waii. 

Referring more 
rate parts of my invention as embodied in 
the form shown in the drawings, 1 indicates 
the holdiast or camp, which preferably in 
cludes a body portion 2, which may be of 
any suitable form and material, preferably a 
rectangular block of wood. The size of this 
biock may be varied according to conditions, 
and also, if desired, the materia. The ma 
terial, however, must be of such a nature 
that a nail can be driven therein, to form 
a support for outside grounds, planking, or 
the like. In the clairns, have designated 
this material by the term “wood', but do not 
wish to be limited io wood as such, but any 
equivalent material which will yield to the 
driving of a Spike in a compressible man 
ner and yet tenaciously hold the spike, or 
like fastening device, when once driven in. 

(On facing edges are preferably provided 
means for roughening the surface thereof, 
such as a wire netting 8, which in this case 
is shown to be formed of expanded metal 
suitably corrigated to form sufficient irregu 
|ality, so as to hoid plaster, if it is desired 
to plaster the waii in which this invention 
is used. 

60 
4; and Fig. 6 

particularly to the sepa 
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For the purpose of holding the block in 

the place in which it is put, whether be 
tween a pair of juxtaposed bricks or between 
furring, or between the body of a concrete 
wall, there are provided plates 4 and 5, 
which extend on the face of the walls in 
which the device is located, aid are tied to 
2::ch other by means of suitable ties 6, which 
may be in the form of piates inaving tongues 
, which extend throagh slots 8 in the plates 
4 and 5. The fies 6 airy be held in posi 
tion on the body polition of the biock by any 

means, Stich as nails 9, driven 
through suitable openings 10 in the ties, and 
into the body of the block. 
The plates is and 5, where they extend over 

the body portion of the block, may be pro 
vided with suitabic openings ii., through 
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which fastening devices, such as nails, can 
be driven. The tongues 7 are preferably 
bent over, after being inserted through the 
openings. 8, so as to secure the plates in posi 
tion on the block. It is preferred that the 
plates and tongues be made of suitable mal 
leable material, so that they can be bent over 
by a slight blow, to conform to slight dif 
ferences in thickness of the bricks or wall, due to slight inaccuracies in the making. 
The combination of a pair of plates and a 

pair of ties forms what is termed a bracket 
clamp. It is preferred that a plurality of 

5 

25 

30 

35 

48 

45 

these clamps be provided for each block, 
preferably two, one located adjacent each 
end of the block. 
The utility of the device will be readily 

understood when taken in connection with 
the above description. In the case where 
the holdfast is used in connection with a 
terra cotta or fireproof brick wall, as shown 
in Fig. 1, a plurality of the holdfasts are 
inserted between adjacent bricks, both on the 
straight surface and where a curved surface 
is provided, as also illustrated in Fig. 1. 
The number of holdfasts inserted in the wall 
is immaterial, and they can be inserted at 
suitable intervals and a sufficient number 
provided to hold the grounds, indicated at 
12 in Fig. 1. It will readily be seen that 
these holdfasts lessen the amount of cement 
which is inserted to form a strong wall, in 
that they tie the bricks together and prevent 
the wall from sagging. It will also be seen 
that the grounds 12 may be readily secured 
in position by driving nails through the 
grounds and through the wooden body por 
tion of the holdfasts. The holdfasts them 
selves will readily take the plaster, inasmuch 
as their exposed surfaces are roughened by 
the expanded metal. 

in Figs, 4 and 5, my device is shown as 
being used in connection with a brick wall, 
for holding the fireproof furring to the sur 
face thereof. In this connection, the hold 
fasts are secured to the brick wall at Suit 
able spaced intervais, by driving spikes 13 
through the holdfasts and between the bricks 

50 
of the wall. The retaining strips 14 may 
be then attached to the holdfasts, to hold 
the furring, indicated at 15, in place. 

In Fig.6, my device is shown as applied 
to a concrete wall, wherein it will be seen 
that a plurality of these holdfasts may be 

55 

60 

65 

inserted at suitable intervals in the concrete 
wall being laid, and when finished, these 
holdiasis will not only strengthen the wall 
it intervais, but will also form a base on 

- which planking or other material may be 
nailed by driving spikes or nails there 
through. 

it will readily be seen that in all of these 
structures, even if pounding is done on one 
side of the wall, it will not force the hold 
fasts, or any portion thereof, through the 

1,012,961 

wall, so as to disturb material plaged on the 
case in such devices as are now in use. 

my invention used in several different ways, 

various changes, alterations and modifica 
tions, both in the holdfast and in its appli 
cation, which may come within the scope of 
the appended claims. 

While I have shown one embodiment of 
opposite side of the wall, as is usually the 

70 
I do not wish to be limited to the specific 
details thereof, but desire to be protected in 

75 

Having thus described my invention, I 
claim as new and desire to 
ters Patent:-- 

1. A holdfast, comprising a penetrable 
body portion, plates arranged transversely 
of said body portion, in pairs, and ties for 
projecting beyond said ties and said body 
portion so as to form with said ties U-shaped 
structures, which are adapted to engage 

2. A holdfast, comprising a penetrable 
body portion, plates arranged transversely 
of said body portion, in pairs, ties for se 
jecting beyond said ties and said body por 
tion so as to form with said ties U-shaped 
masonry, to secure said holdfast in position, 
and means for roughening the surface of 
said body portion, whereby plaster or other 
material may adhere thereto. 

3. A holdfast, comprising a penetrable 
body, portion, plates arranged transversely 
of said body portion, in pairs, ties for secur 
ing said plates together, said plates project 
ing beyond said ties and said body portion 
tures, which are adapted to engage masonry, 
to secure said holdfast in position, and wire 
mesh extending over the exposed surface of 
said body portion to form a roughened sur 
face, whereby plaster or the like may be se 
cured to said body portion, : 

4. A holdfast, comprising a penetrable 
body portion, plates arranged transversely 
of said body portion, in pairs, and ties for 
securing said plates together, said plates 
projecting beyond said ties and said body 
portion so as to form with said ties U-shaped 
structures, which are adapted to engage 
masonry, to secure said holdfast in position, 
said plates having openings therein, where: 
by fastening devices are driven through said 
plates into said body portion 

5. A holdfast, comprising a penetrable 
body portion, plates arranged transversely 
of said body portion, in pairs, ties for Secur 
ing said plates together, said plates project 
ing beyond said ties and said body portion 
so as to form with said ties U-shaped struc 
tures, which are adapted to engage masonry, 
to secure said holdfast in position, and means 
for securing said ties to said body portion. 

masonry, to secure said holdfast in position. 

structures, which are adapted to engage 

so as to form with said ties U-shaped struc 

secure by Let 
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securing said plates together, said plates, 
85 
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curing said plates together, said plates pro-... 
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6. A holdfast, comprising a Wood.body 

portion, metallic plates disposed trans 
versely of said body portion and having 
openings therein, ties, having tongues adapt 
ed to extend through said openings to secure 
said plates in parallel spaced relation, said 
plates projecting beyond said ties, so as to 
forn) U-shaped structures therewith, adapt 
ed to engage on opposite sides of masonry, 
aid an expanded metal covering for the ex 
posed surfaces of said body portion, adapted 
to form a surface to which plaster or the like 
can adhere. 

7. A holdfast, comprising a wood body 
portion, metallic plates disposed trans 
versely of said body portion and having 
openings therein, ties, having tongues adapt 
ed to extend through said openings to secure 
said plates in parallel spaced relation, said 
plates projecting beyond said ties, so as to 
form U-shaped structures there with, adapt 
ed to engage on opposite sides of masonry, 
an expanded metal covering for the exposed 
surfaces of said body portion, adapted to 
form a surface to which plaster or the like 
can adhere, said plates having additional 
openings, through which fastening devices 
may be driven into said body portion, and 
means for securing said ties in position on 
said body portion. - 

8. A hold-fast comprising a body portion 
made of penetrable material so as to be 
penetrable at any point, members overhang 

8 

ing the sides of said body portion to secure 
said body portion to a wall of masonry or 
the like, and tying means for securing said 
members together and to said body portion. 

9. A hold-fast comprising a body portion 
made of penetrable material so as to be 
penetrable at any point, members overhang 
ing the sides of said body portion to secure 
said body portion to a wall of masonry or 
the like, tying means for securing said men 
bers together and to said body portion, and 
a reticulated covering for enveloping a por 
tion of the sides of said body portion and 
forming a facing to which naterial may 
easily adhere. 

10. A hold-fast comprising a body portion 
made of penetrable material so as to be 
penetrable at any point, members overhang 
ing the sides of said body portion to secure 
said body portion to a wall of masonry or 
the like, tying means for securing said mem 
bers together and to said body portion, and 
an expanded-metal covering enveloping a 
portion of the sides of said body portion so 
as to form a surface to which plaster or the 
like will adhere. 

In testimony whereof I have signed my 
name to this specification in the presence of 
two subscribing witnesses. 

MICHAEL ABARNO. 
Witnesses: 

H. WHITING, 
iPHILIP D. RoLLHAUS. 
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