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IMPROVED PROCESS FOR REMOVING VEGETABLE MATTER FROM WOOL 

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 56,291, dated July 10, 1866. 
----------- . . 

To all chon it may concern: 
Be it known that I, WILLIAM SYKEs, of 

Glenham, in the county of Dutchess and State 
of New York, have invented a new and Im proved Process of Removing Vegetable Mat 
ter from Wool and Woolen Goods; and I do 
hereby declare that the following is a full, 
clear, and exact description thereof, which 
will enable those skilled in the art to make 
and use the same. 
The object of this improvement is to effect 

the speedy removal of vegetable matters which 
adhere to the fibers of wool, thus cleansing the 
Wool and rendering it pure preparatory to be 
ing passed through the machinery employed in 
manufacturing the wool into cloth or fabrics 
of any kind. 

I make a solution of sulphuric acid in water 
of a strength from 40 to 100 by Twaddle's hy 
drometer, and in this solution I steep or soak 
the wool for from eight to forty-eight hours, 
according to the apparent condition of the 
wool prior to soaking. If the wool is full of 

matter. After it has sufficiently soaked in the 
above solution I remove it and, either before 
or after the drying operation, I soak the wool 
in a bath of saturated lime-water for a short 
time, which has the effect to preserve the full 
ing qualities of the wool intact. 

I find this method of treatment for the re 
moval of vegetable matter superior to the use 
of soda-ash, asitis cheaper and does not require 
after-treatment with Irish moss; but the fiber 
of the Wool is left intact and in a fit condition 
for manufacture. - 

I am aware that the acid-bath has been used, 
and also that soda or potash for the purpose 
of neutralizing the acid has been applied. I 
do not therefore claim such ; but 
What I claim as new, and desire to secure 

by Letters Patent, is 
The described process, consisting in plung 

ing the wool into an acidulous solution, fol 
lowed by treatment with lime-water and sub sequent drying. 
The above specification of my invention vegetable matter Isoak it longer than if there signed by me this 12th day of April, 1865. is but little vegetable matter in it. I also use 

the acid solution either Warm or cold, as de 
sired, the warm solution having a quicker or 
more powerful effect in removing the vegetable 
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