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This invention relates to an improved hood for 
so-called bottled gas containers, being adapted 
to shield the upper ends of the bottles and pro 
tect the valves and other equipment connected 
With the outlets of the bottles. 
. Heretofore, it has been found difficult to pro 
vide a closed joint between the back plate and 
cover along the vertical edges thereof Such as 
would interlock and afford rigidity and stability 
to the cover when closed. Also, it has been found 
a problem to provide some simple and practical 
means for holding the cover open so that a full 
bottle may be conveniently Substituted for an 
empty bottle. Props and the like heretofore used 
for the purpose are disadvantageous in that they 
forman obstruction in the way of a bottle being 
removed or replaced, and become loose, detached 
and lost. 
The present invention therefore has as its Ob 

jects to provide a hood wherein a closed inter 
locking joint will be provided between the ver 
tical edges of the back plate and cover, Wherein 
a permanently fixed, flexible, resilient catch will 
be provided for holding the cover open, where 
in, after the cover has been raised to open posi 
tion, the catch may be flexed to engage the free 
end thereof in the adjacent joint-channel of the 
cover for holding the cover open, wherein, when 
it is subsequently desired to close the cover, the 
cover may be raised slightly to clear the free end 
of the catch, when the catch will flex back to nor 
mal position out of the way, after which the 
cover may be closed, thus providing an arrange 
ment wherein the cover may be closed with One 
hand without touching the catch, and wherein 
the cover may be conveniently locked closed. 
Other and incidental objects of the invention 

will appear during the course of the following de 
scription, and in the drawings: 

Figure 1 is a side elevation of my improved 
hood showing the cover closed. 

Figure 2 is a side elevation showing the cover 
Open. 

Figure 3 is a fragmentary vertical section on 
the line 3-3 of Figure 1. 

Figure 4 is a fragmentary horizontal section 
on the line 4-4 of Figure 2 and showing the 
manner in which the catch is flexed to engage 
and hold the COVer Open. 
Figure 5 is a perspective view showing the 

back plate and cover separateed from each other. 
In carrying the invention into effect, I em 

ploy a flat resilient sheet metal back plate O 
which is provided with apertures adapted to ac 
commodate fastening devices securing the back 
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plate to a wall or the like, and is bent to form 
vertical side flanges if cut away at their upper 
ends to define ears 2. At its upper margin, the 
back plate is also bent to provide a forwardly in 
clined drip flange 3 terminating short of the 
Side flanges . 
Cooperating with the back plate 0 is a resil 

ient sheet metal cover 4 having a curved front 
Wall 5 and segmental side Walls f6, all of which 
are provided at their lower edges with narrow 
stiffering flanges. At their rear margins, the 
Side walls 6 are bent inwardly and then out 
Wardly to form rearwardly facing, vertical chan 
nels 8 which terminate short of the lower ex 
treinities of said Walls and are adapted to snugly 
accommodate the side flanges , , of the back 
plate 9 therein. The ears 2 of the back plate 
are received in the upper ends of said channels, 
and extending through the side walls 6 of the 
cover, through Said ears, and the walls of said 
channels are bolts or other fastening devices 9 
pivotally connecting the cover with the back 
plate. 
Projecting upwardly and forwardly from the 

back plate 0 near the upper edge thereof and 
more or less close to one of the side flanges if 
of said plate is a resilient sheet metal catch 20 
tapered toward its free end and normally extend 
ing parallel to said flange. In the present in 
stance, I have shown the catch located near the 
right hand vertical flange of the back plate, and 
formed on the catch is a base flange 2 spot 
welded or otherwise fixed to said plate. The 
catch is thus rigidly and permanently secured 
in position. 

In Figure l of the drawings, I have shown a 
conventional gas container 22, and, in dotted 
lines, have also shown the usual Outlet equipment 
associated therewith. As will be perceived, the 
hood will, when the cover 4 is closed, adequately 
shield and protect said equipment. Formed in 
the lower ends of the flanges of the back plate 
0 are openings 23, and formed in the side walls 
6 of the cover near their lower rear corners are 

like openings 24 adapted to register with the 
openings 23 when the cover is closed. These 
openings are adapted to receive a conventional 
lock 25 at either one side or the other of the 
cover for securing the cover closed. 

It is now to be observed that when the cover 
4 is closed, as seen in Figure 1 of the drawings, 

the flanges f of the back plate 0 are snugly 
received in the channels 8 on the side walls 6 
of the cover. An interlocking joint is thus pro 
vided at the vertical edges of said side walls be 
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tween the back plate and cover to afford rigidity 
and stability to the cover when the cover is closed. 
Furthermore, the rear edges of the side and front 
walls of the cover are spaced away from the back 
plate so that the wall or other object to which 
the back plate is attached will not contact the 
cover or interfere with the pivotal movement 
thereof. To open the cover 4, it is swung upwardly to 
a position a little above the position shown in 
Figure 2 of the drawings, when, by flexing the 
free end of the catch 20 laterally, said end of 
the catch may, as the cover is lowered slightly, 
be moved, as shown in Figure 4, to engage in 
the adjacent channel 8 of the cover. The chan 
nel Will then hold the catch flexed So that the 
catch will function, as shown in Figure 2, to 
rigidly sustain the cover in open position. To 
subsequently return the cover to closed position, 
it is only necessary to raise the cover slightly 
until the free end of the catch 20 clears said 
channel, when the catch will snap back to normal 
position out of the way so that the cover may 
then be freely swung downwardly to closed posi 
tion. 

Having thus described my invention, what I 
claim is: 

1. A hood for bottled gas containers includ 
ing a back plate having vertical side langes 
thereon provided at their upper ends With ears, 
a cover having side Walls provided at their rear 
edges with channels adapted to receive Said 
flanges when the cover is closed and form an 
interfitting joint between the back plate and 
cover, said ears being accommodated in the upper 
ends of said channels, means extending through 
said side Walls, the ears and said channels pivot 
ally connecting the cover With the back plate, 
and a resilient catch fixed at one end to the 
back plate and free at its opposite end, the free 
end of Said catch being adapted to be flexed 
to engage in one of Said channels when the cover 
is raised for holding the cover in open position. 

2. A hood for bottled gas containers includ 
ing a back plate, a cover pivotally connected 
thereto, a resilient catch fixed at one end to the 
back plate and free at its opposite end, the free 
end of said catch being adapted to be flexed to 
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engage the cover when raised for holding the 
cover in open position, and means carried by 
the cover for holding the free end of the catch 
flexed. 

3. A hood for bottled gas containers includ 
ing a back plate, a cover pivotally connected 
thereto, companion means carried by the back 
plate and Said cover respectively and adapted 
to mate When the cover is closed and form an 
interfitting joint between the back plate and 
cover, and means carried by the back plate and 
movable to engage said first mentioned means 
on the cover when raised for holding the cover 
in open position. 

4. A hood for bottled gas containers includi 
ing a back plate, a cover pivotally connected 
thereto, and a resilient catch fixed to the back 
plate to normally project at its free end close 
to the path of movement of a portion of the 
cover as the cover is raised to open position and 
longitudinally flexible to engage the free end 
of the catch. With said portion of the cover when 
the cover is raised for holding the cover in open 
position. 

5. A hood for bottled gas containers including 
a back plate, a cover pivotally connected thereto, 
a resilient catch fixed stationary to the back 
plate to normally project at its free end close 
to the path of movement of a portion of the 
cover as the cover is raised to open position and 
longitudinally flexible to engage the free end 
of the catch with said portion of the cover when 
the cover is raised for holding the cover in open 
position, and means on Said portion of the cover 
to engage the free end of said catch when the 
cover is raised for holding the catch flexed in 
engagement with the cover. 

WILLIAM R. ROSE. 
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