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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE

A water-tight seal between the pool and the adjacent
ground surrounding it is provided by a plastic sheet which
is secured by embedding in a concrete curb and extends
inwardly along the bottom of the pool.

Background of the invention

This invention relates to swimming pools or the like
and more particularly it has reference to a curb construc-
tion for a pool or the like which has been produced by
an excavation in the ground without the use of such mate-
rials as concrete, ceramics or steel to form the bottom
of the pool. Relatively inexpensive pools have been
formed by making an excavation in the ground of a de-
sired contour and depth and below the normal level of
the water table at the selected location of the pool. It
is desirable that the water of a swimming pool be rela-
tively shallow adjacent the edge of the pool. It is also de-
sirable and necessary that the pool be surrounded by a
suitable curb construction having portions extending both
above and below the normal water level of the pool.

Summary of the invention

An object of the present invention is to provide a curb
construction for swimming pools of the type described
so that the desired water level in the pool may be main-
tained by providing a water-tight seal between the pool
and the ground forming the beach which surrounds the
pool. Other objects are to provide such a curb construc-
tion which will be relatively simple and inexpensive in
structure yet efficient in use.

According to the invention, the curb constraction is
made by forming along the edge of the pool a concrete
base having its upper face located below the desired nor-
mal water level of the pool. Supporting means such as a
plurality of horizontally spaced steel rods are embedded
in the concrete base and extend upwardly therefrom. One
end of a piece of pliable plastic sheet material is rolled
around a horizontally extending rod which is secured to
the upwardly extending rods by wire at points which are
above the desired normal water level of the pool. The
plastic sheeting extends downwardly to the top of the
concrete base -and thence downwardly and outwardly
towards the center of the pool and along the bottom of
the pool. A concrete curb is then cast in situ on the con-
crete base so that the vertical supporting rods, the hori-
zontal rod and portions of the plastic sheet are embedded
in concrete. The curb also has portions extending in-
wardly and thence downwardly below the normal water
level.

Brief description of the drawings

FIG. 1 is a fragmentary vertical sectional view of the
curb construction embodying the invention.

FIG. 2 is a detail view, partly in section, showing the
rod supports for the plastic sheeting.
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FIG. 3 is a detail view showing the attachment of the
plastic sheeting to the supporting means.

Description of preferred embodiments

A preferred embodiment of the invention is shown in
the drawings wherein 10 indicates, generally, a curb con-
struction comprising a concrete base 11 located in the
ground along the edge of the pool and with its top surface
below the desired normal water level indicated at W. Em-
bedded in the base 11 and extending upwardly therefrom
are supporting means such as a plurality of horizontally
spaced, vertical rods 12. One end of a piece of pliable
plastic sheet material 13, such as polyethylene sheeting
.004”-.010" thick, is rolled a few times around a hori-
zontal rod 14. This assembly is secured by wires 15 to the
supporting means provided by rods 12. As shown in FIG.
1, the rod 14 and attached plastic sheet 13 are secured
to supporting rods 12 above the normal water level W.

After the plastic sheeting 13 has thusly been secured,
a suitable form is prepared and the concrete curb, indi-
cated generally at 16, is cast in situ, as shown in FIG. 1.
The curb 16 has an outer vertical portion 17 in which
are embedded the upstanding support rods 12 and the at-
tached rod 14 carrying one end of the plastic sheet 13.
The curb 16 may have an inwardly extending portion 18
which terminates in a downwardly extending edge or
peripheral portion 19 which extends below the water
level W. N

As shown in FIG. 1, the plastic sheeting 13 extends
along the top surface of the concrete base 11 and thence
downwardly and inwardly along the bottom B of the pool
which may be formed by natural earth or an added layer
of clay or other water impervious material. A layer of
sand or fine gravel is preferably placed on top of the
sheeting 13 which overlies the bottom B of the pool. This
fabrication provides a curb construction having a water-
tight seal between the pool and the ground surrounding
the pool which provides the beach area A adjacent the
curb. While the curb may be formed with a single verti-
cal portion 17 of suitable height, it is preferable to in-
clude the horizontal portion 18 in order to provide a con-
venient walk around the pool.

Various modifications can be made without departing
from the spirit of the invention as pointed out in the
appended claims.

Iclaim:

1. In a curb construction for a swimming pool, a con-
crete base supported on the ground adjacent the pool
edge and coextensive with the pool dimensions, support-
ing means fixed to said base and projecting above the
upper surface thereof, said supporting means being dis-
posed along the length of the base, a pliable plastic sheet
lining said pool and having an end portion coextensive
with said base and said supporting means, said end por-
tion extending above the upper surface of the base, means
securing. said end portion to said supporting means, the
end portion constituting a vertical web about the pool
edge, the portion of said sheet inwardly of and adjacent
said end covering the upper and inner faces of said base,
a concrete member overlying said base and being co-
extensive therewith, said supporting means and vertical
web being embedded in said member.

2. The structure of claim 1, wherein said supporting
means comprises a plurality of spaced vertical rods each
having its lower end embedded in said base.

3. The structure of claim 2, wherein the means secur-
ing said end portion to said supporting means comprises



3,452,495
a horizontal bar having the terminal edge of said end por-
tion wrapped thereabout, said wrapped bar being fastened
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